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Tuesday, 20 November 1984

THE SPEAKER (Mr Harman) took the Chair
at 2.15 p.m., and read prayers.

"HANSA RD"

Interjecuions: Statement by Speaker

THE SPEAKER: Since becoming Speaker of
the Legislative Assembly and responsible for the
Hansard service I have been able to compare and
contrast our Hansard service with the Hansard
services provided by other Parliaments both in
Australia and elsewhere.

This has led me to recommend changes to our
Hansard service. Increased sitting hours and an
increase in Select Committees have thwarted to
some extent the results I had hoped for in terms of
overall efficiency.

The stress and strain upon reporters and typists
and especially the rising incidence of repetition
strain injury among the typing staff, have caused
me some concern.

Despite this, the Presiding Officers, the Chief
Hansard Reporter, and Clerks of both Houses are
pursuing the evaluation of a plan to introduce
word processors and computers to service not only
Hansard, but also the other departments of Parlia-
ment House.

As stated elsewhere, the temporary offices in
the Hansar-d corridor result from accepting, some-
what reluctantly, the only option available to tem-
porarily house additional staff.

Having in mind all of these factors I now wish
to advise members that after consultation with the
Chief Hansard Reporter and the Joint Printing
Committee, I have decided to ask Hansard staff
not to record interjections in the Hansard unless
such interjections have been responded to by the
member speaking and such inclusion adds to the
flow of the remarks being made by the member
speaking.

The change should aid the smoother production
of the Hansard record without reducing its value
as a proper source of information concerning the
issues being discussed.

I also add that this is a standard adopted by
other Parliaments in Australia and overseas.

The change will be evaluated at the end of this
present sitting.

APPROPRIATION (CONSOLIDATED
REVENUE FUND) BILL

In Committee

Resumed from 1 5 November. The Chairman of
Committees (Mr Barnett) in the Chair; Mr Brian
Burke (Treasurer) in charge of the Bill.

Progress was reported after Division 24 had
been agreed to.

Division 2$: Administrative Services,
$4535000-

Item 1: Salaries, Wages and Allowances-

Mr MacKINNON: Under item I there is a
heading, "Additional Assistance" which has a vote
of SI 128 000 this financial year. In 1983-84 the
vote in round terms was $72 000, and in 1982-83 it
was $36 000. Would the Minister explain the
reason for the increase and what additional assist-
ance will be provided to the department?

Mr PETER JONES: I refer to "Astronomical
Services" and ask the Minister: What is the future
of the Observatory in relation to its relationship
with the Government? Is it intended that it be
placed under the control of another organisation?
Is its future under review as it has been at odd
times in the past?

I am referring to the fact that an amount of
$487 000 has been allocated for staff with an
ongoing amount of $148 000. l am aware from my
Cabinet experience that in 1976 the future of the
Observatory was considered. At that time there
was some discussion about its suitability of becom-
ing associated with one of the tertiary institutions.
Is that still being considered, or will it continue as
a Government operation? If the latter is to be the
case, what is the Government getting from its
$600 000 as distinct from the value it could be to a
tertiary institution?

Reference is also made in item I to three per-
sons who will be associated with the America's
Cup defence-one co-ordinator, one administrat-
ive assistant, and one secretary-stenographer. I
ask the Minister whether they are the only three
persons associated with the America's Cup who
wvill be paid from taxpayers' funds. If not, where
are the others listed?

Mr TRETHOWAN: I ask the Minister
whether my observation that there is no real
change in the staffing of the Licensing Court is
correct and that the increase merely represents the
annual increase in wages and salaries. Does it
indicate that there is no real expectation on the
part of the Government to institute any changes to
the Licensing Court before the introduction of the
next Budget, particularly in light of the
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recommendations of the honorary Royal Com-
mission into liquor laws?

Has provision been made in "Other Payments"
or in other items for the introduction of
computerisation in regard to licensing fees and
wholesale returns? Is consideration being given to
the introduction of a uniform system throughout
Australia to ensure computer compatibility be-
tween a computer used in Western Australia with
those of other licensing systems in other States, in
order that there will be tight control and no
evasion of liquor tax in the transfer of goods be-,
tween the States?

It appears that this item does not contain any
provision of that nature and I wish to know
whether my observations are correct. I consider it
unfortunate that action has not been taken a little
more rapidly in this regard.

Mr COURT: I have a further comment to make
on the America's Cup defence. The staff includes
the co-ordinator, one administrative assistant and
a secretary-stenographer: that is, only three people
are listed in the Budget. Will more people be
appointed or are other people involved who are
performing this role, but functioning through a
different department? Under the structure that
the Government is talking about, it seems that
more people will be involved. Are they listed else-
wvhere in the Budget?

Mr PEARCE: With regard to the query on
Astronomical Services raised by the member for
Narrogin, the Observatory will be placed under
the administrative responsibility of the Deputy
Premier as part of the amalgamation of those as-
pets of Government relating to science and tech-
nology- No other material changes will be made to
the ownership or operation of (he Observatory.

The matter of additional assistance raised by
the Deputy Leader of the Opposition is fundamen-
tally a question of additional staffing requirements
of the department. the details of which are moder-
ately lengthy. I think it would be advisable for me
to give the Deputy Leader of the Opposition a
copy of the breakdown of those details into various
personnel comprised in this area of additional as-
sistance. I wvill photocopy the details and provide a
copy to the Deputy Leader of the Opposition as
soon as I sit down.

With regard to the America's Cup defence, i t is
true that only three persons are listed in the Esti-
mates as being involved. However, in addition to
those people. a number of people in the Tourism
Coimmission are working on America's Cup de-
fence-related matters. They are personnel of the
Tourism Commission who are paid by that depart-
mient. and have duties other than the America's

Cup defence. The two groups of people are work-
ing together. An additional person has been
appointed to assist the co-ordinator of the
America's Cup defence, so there will be two chiefs
for the two indians. The appointment of that ad-
ditional person was made after the Budget papers
were drawn up. I understand that that additional
person is Captain Noble who has been appointed
Executive Director. Mr Semnmens was appointed
to the position of co-ordinator from the Tourism
Commission.

Two persons are now involved in administration
of the defence. The salary of the second person
does not appear on the Budget and a Cabinet
decision will be required to authorise its payment.

I thank members for their interest.

Item 4: Services and Contracts-

Mr TRETHOWAN: What is included under
this item, and what is the reason for the significant
increase from $5 1 000 to $ 13 1 000? Are these ser-
vices and contracts related to extraordinary
consultancy work being undertaken, or to con-
tracts in regard to leasing premises?

Mr PEARCE: The "Services and Contracts"
item has been increased to include the costs
associated with the establishment of the Govern-
ment's gaming study group looking at the laws
with regard to gambling and to deal with
computerisation in connection with the Indecent
Publications and Articles Act, as part of the
Government's attempt to control and stamp out
pornography. It includes also provision for pay-
ment to members of the State advisory committee
on publications. Some members of the committee
are in the categories of public servants or aca-
demics and, as a result, they are not paid for their
work on this committee even though they are
spending 16 to 18 hours a week, mainly viewing
videotape material, in pursuit of their jobs. The
Cabinet decided that those people should be paid
for the work on a nominal basis and provision for
this payment has been made in this item.

Item 7: Purchase of Plant, Equipment, etc.-

Mr TRETHOWAN: A significant reduction is
showvn under this item and. therefore, I presume
that no provision has been made For the purchase
of computer equipment for the operation of the
Licensing Court in relation to the installation of
data processing and the collection of licensing
fees. What is the situation in this regard?

Mr PEARCE: The reduction in this item relates
to the Minister's office no longer being included
under this division. The office is now located in the
Department of Industrial Relations.
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I am not aware of any large move into
computerisation in the area mentioned. I apologise
for not referring to that point in my answer on the
first item. There is no move to computerise in this
way of which I am aware. However, if the infor-
mation I have given today is not correct I will ask
the Minister for Administrative Services to corre-
spond directly with the member for East Melville.

The CHAIRMAN: I indicate to members that
it is of great benefit to the Chair if members
indicate the items to which they wish to speak
when I first call for items. I will write those item
numbers down and give the members the call and,
in that way, there is no possibility of their being
passed over.

Item 10: Registrar General's Office-

Mr COURT: Would the Minister explain why
the allocation to the Registrar General's office has
more than doubled this year?

Mr PEARCE: The-provision includes $461 000
to cover the cost of transferring to microfilm all
records of the Registrar General's Office. Instead
of the current paper method of keeping records, all
existing records will be transferred to microfilm
and all future records will be put on microfilm.

Item 12: Licensing Court-

Mr TRETHOWAN: I query the substantial in-
crease from $134 000 to $162 000 in relation to
the Licensing Court, as this seems to be a general
fund.

Iam also concerned at the standard of accom-
modation for the Licensing Court. I have had the
opportunity to visit licensing courts in all main-
land States, and the accommodation currently
provided in Western Australia for this court is not
of the same standard as that provided in virtually
all other States. Some consideration should be
given to this matter in the future. I realise that
some of the advantages of the current premises
relate to its accessibility. I am also aware that in
some other States, people who have to attend the
Licensing Court have experienced difficulty be-
cause of the location of that court in a high-rise
office tower in the central city.

Mr PEARCE: The increase is as a result of
expenditure related to the conference of licensing
authorities held in Perth. It is not a normal item of
expenditure and, although it is fairly substantial in
percentage terms, it is not large in dollar terms.
An additional allowance has been made for travel
expenses, but I do not have those details with me.

I shall refer the member's remarks with regard
to the standard of accommodation of the Licens-
ing Court to the Minister for Administrative Ser-
vices for his information and consideration.

Item 13: America's Cup Defence-
Mr RUSH-TON: I am concerned about this

item. Something like $6 million is to be allocated,
and the co-ordinating committee has not yet had
much to do with that allocation. I understand that
a restructuring of the committee is taking place
and , following the Cabinet meeting yesterday, I
thought an announcement would be made today.
Can we expect an announcement from the Minis-
ter or the Treasurer relating to the Government's
restructuring of the committee system dealing
with the America's cup defence? I have attended a
couple of meetings in relation to this defence, and
it does not appear that the Government has
reached a sound basis with regard to implemen-
tation of the defence of the America's Cup.

Obviously, the Jess the Government is involved
the better in the sense it is a private sector activity
and all that the Government should be involved in
is giving support where it is needed in the support
services. This item allows me to mention that.
That $59 000 would not go very far in this activ-
ity. Could the Minister confirm when the an-
nouncement will be made relating to the
restructuring of the committee system?

Mr PEARCE: The $59 000 is for administrat-
ive services attached to the three persons forming
the America's Cup defence. Wages goes into one
section, and all the other costs-paper, pencils,
stationery, office expenses-go into the other.

The restructuring of the America's Cup system
was not dealt with in Cabinet yesterday. I am not
the Minister responsible, although I am dealing
with it in this Chamber, and I am not aware of
this. The Treasurer may be able to respond. Per-
haps the Minister for Administrative Services
should be asked to advise the member for Dale in
writing about the current state of play.

Division 25 put and passed.
Division 39: Country Water Supplies, Sewerage,

Irrigation and Drainage. $99 232 000-
Mr MENSAROS: This is probably the last

time that the country water undertaking and the
Public Works Department are here officially dur-
ing the Budget debate for Parliament to consider
this expenditure. If the past examples are fol-
lowed, from the next financial year onwards, the
staff of this division, being the largest part of the
engineering division of the Public Works Depart-
ment, will be part of the new Western Australian
Water Authority, which, being a Government in-
strumentality, presumably will have no vote in the
Budget because its revenue will be derived from
the charges and rates it assesses.

In this case, however, there is no doubt that
when one looks at previous years, the revenue of
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the country water undertakings-meaning water,
sewerage, irrigation and drainage-ignoring the
ongoing capital expenditure, was very much lower
than the expenditure. In fact as a rule it was about
half of it. The other half has been automatically
subsidised by the Consolidated Revenue Fund.

My first question to the Minister is whether this
subsidy, which undoubtedly would have to be to
maintain an equal, a lesser or larger extent, will be
expressed in the revenue Budget. How will it be
expressed?! Will itbe in a way that the Parliament
can discuss this very important item which affects
almost every country member in one way or
another? Will it be simply a subsidy item towards
the Western Australian Water Authority?

Even the Government should acknowledge that
items like this-and the same applies to the Public
Works Division-should be able to be discussed.
We have often mentioned that very large items of
public expenditure of Government
utilities-which are not Government departments
but instrumentalities-should be brought forward
so that the Parliament can scrutinise and discuss
them during the Budget debate. That can be done
during discussion on the loan Vote, because de-
spite the fact that the tendency is for departments
to be converted into instrumentalities, therefore
their financial needs come outside general loan
funds, it is easy for the Government to appropriate
S1 for this particular instrumentality. In this case
the whole instrumentality can be discussed, even if
its detailed expenditure is not printed in the
Budget papers. With a little co-operation, hope-
fully the annual report will be available by that
time. Based on this, the affairs of this instrumen-
tality can then be discussed.

I do not think that is an extravagant request. It
would not be an unusual development, unless we
want to deny the role of Parliament, I would be
happy to admit that such request for consideration
comes more from the Opposition of the day than
from the Government. Expenditure of several
hundred million dollars-as is the case with the
State Energy Commission or the Metropolitan
Water Authority-should not pass without scru-
tiny by members of Parliament. These large
instrumentalities can be discussed only in an Op-
position motion if something is done by the
Government which we do not think is really proper
or if the Government wants to brag about some-
thing by way ofa dorothy dix question.

The other point I want to raise is in connection
with the subsidy itself. Members will recall that
there has been debate on various occasions about
this subsidy, and sometimes it was somewhat
twisted. I First raised the matter of maintaining
the subsidy and the standard of living of country

people who enjoyed the services of the country
water undertakings. Through the absorption of
that activity into the new water authority, con-
sumers in the country as well as in the metropoli-
tan area would have to pay much higher rates and
charges, provided a fairly uniform tariff is
maintained, unless the present subsidy is
continued.

I dealt with this matter to quite an extent dur-
ing the debate on the Water Authority Act. The
Minister in reply said that it was intended the
subsidy be maintained even though the engineer-
ing division of the Public Works Department
would become an instrumentality. The second
time this question came up for debate it was
deliberately twisted by the Government when it
tried to criticise the Opposition's policies in con-
nection with privatisation. Of course, if one
wanted to be polite, one would say our policies
were misunderstood, but I think they were
deliberately misunderstood. The Opposition never
suggested that a large instrumentality such as the
Water Authority should be completely privatised.
If it had, as I pointed out at the time, there would
be plenty of scope for subsidy. Take Pan American
Airlines as an example: it is not a small company,
but it is a private company and has been
subsidised for decades by the US Federal Govern-
ment. We do not oppose this concept and the proof
is in my contribution to the debate on the Water
Authority which urged that the subsidy be
maintained in the interest of country people.

One must question, however, the sincerity of the
Government's statement that the subsidy wvill be
maintained when one notices in this year's Budget
that the subsidy has been reduced. It has been
reduced because in 1983 the expenditure of the
water undertakings was $92.2 million whereas the
revenue was S52.6 million, leaving a deficit equal
to the subsidy of $39.6 million. In this current
Budget, understandably, the expenditure has
increased to $99.2 million. Let us not forget there
was a fairly harsh increase in charges in the pre-
vious year which is reflected in this Budget. Rev-
enue also increased at almost the same rate to
$61.3 million, leaving a deficit of $37.9 million.

That $37.9 million deficit or subsidy in 1983-84
compares with the $39.6 million deficit in 1984-
85, and again equalled the subsidy. However, in
dollar terms it is less than it was last year and this
reduction has taken place on a larger turnover. So
in percentage terms the subsidy was 38 per cent of
the expenditure this year and the year before it
was 43 per cent. Even that 43 per cent must have
been a decrease-I do not have the previous fig-
ures in front of me but it would be an easy calcu-
lation if my memory serves me well, and it usually
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does in matters connected with mathematical fig-
ures-because during the time I was in charge. the
subsidy was roughly 50 per cent of the expendi-
ture. Therefore the subsidy was about 50 per cent
or the total expenditure, not 43 per cent as last
year and 38 per cent this year.

It is important that we do not forget this matter,
which is one more important reason for keeping
the Budget under scrutiny and the income, expen-
diture and subsidy of the country water undertak-
ings in front of Parliament, despite the fact that
the country water undertakings will become part
Ofra utility.

The other matter which ought to be mentioned,
and I do not want to refer to specific figures, is the
balance between what we broadly call day labour
and contract work, It is interesting historically to
note that the present Labor Government, contrary
to Labor Governments' previous policies which
lasted for decades, is quite happy to suddenly go
the other way, seemingly undisturbed by its peers,
the Trades and Labor Council. which after all
pays most of the bills and therefore would be
expected to call the tune for the Piper. This devel-
opment is interesting and we do not quarrel with it
because it is traditional Liberal policy. At the
same time, I think its implemen tat ion-perha ps
because Labor Governments are not used to it-is
a little inhuman compared with any implemen-
tation we have done.

This is evident not only in the Public Works
Department but also in the Metropolitan Water
Authority. I have raised this point by way of nu-
merous questions and queried what has been
worked out as the final solution with the day labor
force of the sewerage section of the MWA. What
will it be with the country water section, particu-
larly with regard to backlog sewerage construction
and maintenance? Despite the clear-cut policies
on our side of Parliament I have always
maintained there must be a certain balance be-
tween day labor and contract labor for several
reasons, but two in particular. One is that certain
sudden repairs often cannot be done by contract
work immediately to the satisfaction of the cus-
tomer, This can be proved by looking at private
utilities in various other parts Of the World which
also maintain and employ a labour force for these
purposes.

The other reason is the nature of backlog sewer-
age construction. This unfortunately is not very
vigorously carried out-considering that the Perth
metropolitan area is the worst in Australia from
the point of view of sewered areas. Somehow the
Government, with the moneys it can generate and
which it receives from the Commonwealth under
various schemes does not give priority to this area.

I do not think this is a wise allocation of priorities
because it is a matter which concerns the health of
future generations for which the Government
ought to be responsible in the same way as it is
responsible for the present generation.

1 go back to the situation of the installation of
this backlog sewerage: If the work has to go
through suburban areas it could create a lot of
trouble to the image of the utility itself because
contractors bidding the lowest prices want to do
the job as quickly and efficiently as they can, and
they will not care-and one. probably cannot
specify this to the last detail-about the house-
wife's rose bush and various things which I think
are fairly important in human terms.

The crews of the sewerage section of the Metro-
politan Water Authority have always looked for
these things. Those men have always been aware
of these aspects when they have had to do infill or
back-block sewerage construction in backyards.
The position is different when the crew is working
on areas which do not contain housing. For
example, if the sewerage construction is required
on the sides of roads, or if simple connections are
necessary to industrial areas, it is a different mat-
ter. That was the position in respect of the land
operation for the Point Peron outlet.

Although day labour or in-house labour teams
are niot always economical, there are various
reasons that to some 'small extent they should be
retained. Some people tend to base their judgment
on this question of day labour versus contract on
economic aspects and on the experience in the last
few years. Undoubtedly over the last four or five
years we have not experienced a bullish situation
in respect of contractors. However, that position
could easily be reversed if, as the economy of the
State improves, various resource development
projects come under construction. As a result, we
could have a very bullish position in respect of
contractors, in which case the contractors would
not be offered low rates, and collusion could occur.
I know one can try to stop thit, but when the
market is not bouyant for contractors, they are
easily tempted and it is always useful to have a
small in-house gang in operation so that the utility
involved can measure the real cost of the contract
price, provided the gang is efficient.

With the possible retrenchment of day labour,
another possibility must be considered. If we waste
the labour force-that is. if the elderly people
retire and they are not replaced-the average age
of the work force increases. Indeed, some people
say that it is almost a geriatric work force. That is
almost the case now in the sewerage section of the
MWA and it is not a healthy position.
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It is interesting to note that, by implementing
almost opposite policies, in theory at least, the
Government can get into difficulties. Therefore, it
could be said that one should not be doctrinaire
about policies, but rather one should be pragmatic
about implementing them, because one will then
have less trouble.

I mention another matter in which I was quite
happy to see the Government becoming involved.
Indeed, it took up a matter which I mentioned,
although I do not expect it to admit that. Why
should it? No Government ever does. This issue
received some publicity in country areas when I
referred to the fact that it was my experience that
generally country water undertakings were
constructed with goldplated specifications. What I
meant was that the money spent on these works
could have been better utilised by perhaps
constructing facilities which do not last for 100
years, but which last for 50 years, which is suf-
ficient in these cases, and then double the works
could be completed for the money spent.

Those comments were featured in the media in
the country and I was happy to see later a little
note in the newspaper to the effect that the
Government had decided to look into this matter
with the prospect of perhaps lowering the specifi-
cations for these facilities. Therefore, sometimes
the Opposition can achieve things despite the fact
that it does not get any kudos and the Government
announces its intentions by means of dorothy dix
questions.

I turn now to the Agaton project, which has
been referred to frequently. I realise that, here
again, political competition between the parties is
involved, as a result of which the real crux of the
matter appears to be overlooked. Quite
objectively, just before its defeat in its last year i n
office, our Government, in a very practical way,
was moving towards the implementation of that
project.

No Government is able to say to the Common-
wealth that, on a 50:50 basis, or whatever, we
should give first priority to this project. The
Agaton project affects a comparatively small
number of people and other projects which affect
large numbers of people are considered to be more
important.

However, one can negotiate, as I did before the
Government was defeated, on an informal basis
with the Federal Government to encourage some
participation. The Agaton project is very import-
ant. If it were constructed, it would boost the
morale of the people in these wheatgrowing areas.
If, as the Leader of the Opposition has done re-
cently, one travels through these areas, one

realises how much the people are dependent upon
an adequate water supply.

For some incomprehensible reason
Agriculture Department was always against
projct. It said that "on farm" water would do,
the fact is that it never has and it will not do.

the
the
but

Also, more understandably, the Treasury was
against the project. Treasury calculated the dol-
lars and cents and produced studies, partly asked
for by the Commonwealth, which illustrated that
the Agaton project would not be as cost efficient
as most other projects. That is true, but in a large
area such as that covered by our State, certain
undertakings have to be entered into even though
they may not be cost efficient. One sometimes has
to view these projects in a way different from the
view taken by the people in Treasury. That was
the reason we established a committee to investi-
gate this matter. We realised the cost of the proj-
ect was enormous. In reply to a question I asked
the Minister recently he indicated the current
estimated capital cost for the project was $75
million. We must compare that figure with the
figure of $57 million which represents one year's
expenditure on all country water supply undertak-
ings. Therefore, the capital cost of $75 million of
the Agaton project is about 11/A times as much as
the annual expenditure on all country water
supply undertakings in Western Australia.

It is clear that we must obtain the Common-
wealth's contribution,.and in order to prove to the
Commonwealth that the Government of the State
is serious it is important that some sort of users'
contribution should be calculated. We went some
way down that track.

At that time the Treasury calculated what the
users' contribution should be in terms of a lump
sum to be paid at the beginning of the project
which would have an estimated construction
period of seven years, or an alternative length of
construction. The lump sum payment was
calculated, which had a discount built into it, and
it was then broken down into quarterly payments
in the same manner as water rates are now paid,
In aggregate, the quarterly figure would incorpor-
ate interest rates so that the final amount paid
would be greater than the lump sum. If I remem-
ber rightly, we also calculated 15 per cent and 20
per cent alternative consumers' contributions of
the total cost.

Meetings were held in the region and although
the people did not decide that they accepted the
proposition entirely, they said that they would
consider it. The reaction from the relevant shire
councils was favourable. With that in mind, I
negotiated with the Commonwealth on the basis
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that under the bicentennial waler project, which
was new at that time, we should obtain enough
money to complete the project.

Unfortunately, that bicentennial water proj .ect
"as scrapped by the Federal Labor Government.
so that source of funds was lost. That does not
mean that the Government should not be vigorous
in trying to find some method of implementing
this project which, as I say, is a very important one
and which somehow should be removed from the
political arena. It should not be affected by the
fact that there might be just a few Labor voters in
the area, or anything of that nature.

My final comments will relate to water charges
in general. The Government has had a smooth ride
so far, not because it did not greatly increase the
charges this year-in fact, small business people
are still being hurt by these charges just as much
as they were hurt before-but because it is dealing
with a reasonable Opposition which does not want
to make scandalous statements of the sort we ex-
perienced when we were in Government.

I emphasise that I still believe-and from vari-
ous expressions of the Minister it appears to me
that the Government still believes-that the
proper way to provide for non-residential charges
is to utilise a 'pay-for-use, pay-for-service"
scheme. We all ought to know that to implement
such a scheme is absolutely impossible unless it is
done gradually over a long time.

During my time as a Minister in charge of this
portfolio we set up a committee which included
representatives of the non-residential sector, and
this committee met fairly frequently and under-
took various studies. One of its most outstanding
results was to point out that if a Government were
to implement a system of the "pay-for-use, pay-
for-service" sort in just one day, even if it was
agreed that the most equitable service charge
should be related to the inflow applied to the
diameter of the inflow pipe to the premises, enor-
mous differences would result.

One example I can still recall was that Boans
Ltd. in the centre of the city would, under such a
system, pay about one-tenth of its present pay-
ments, while N. Shilkin and Son (Holdings) Pty.
Ltd. leather tannery would pay about 12 times its
present payments. The reason for this is that
Boans uses comparatively little water; the water it
needs is mainly for cups of tea, flushing toilets,
and air-conditioning in summer and its water
usage is covered in its rates because of the high
value of its premises. The tannery uses a lot of
water, but the valuation of its premises is com-
paratively low. So, if a Government were to intro-
duce a "pay-for-use, pay-for-service" system, it

would have to be a tremendously long-term ar-
rangement, and even then it w'ould not be a simple
operation. If it were intended that it be introduced
across the whole spectrum of users, including resi-
denti al areas, and if this were done in just one day,
the residential sector would pay more than twvice
as much as it does today.

No Government could afford to introduce such
a scheme in a political sense, so wvhat is the sol-
ution? Either there is no solution or there is one
and I suggest that it is that water charges should
come within a bipartisan policy. This is not a bad
time for this to be done, and I am not suggesting
this because I am in Opposition now: I talked
about it a lot when I was in Government and in
charge of this area. This is the right time, because
the Government must agree that we are a fairly
objective Opposition, at least on areas coming
within this portfolio. I do not think the Minister
can point to a single statement by me which was
not factual or one which was seeking only pub-
licity and scandal. He cannot point to any smears.
He cannot point to problems of pollution of catch-
ment areas where we have arranged for television
reporters to attend. He cannot point to where a
reporter has dragged the body of a feral pig to the
dam and where that reporter has ultimatley been
dismissed by the television station. That is the way
the previous Opposition, the present Government,
worked.-

Now would be a good time for the Government
to consider a bipartisan policy which might
produce a more equitable charging system in the
interests of small business: namely, the 'pay-for-
use, pay-for-service" system. Such a system could
be achieved only if it were introduced gradually
over a very extended time. Consequently it must
be a bipartisan policy. Governments change, and
when a new Government comes to office, without
a bipartisan policy we could never introduce this
necessary change. This approach could be easily
achieved either by extending the present com-
mittee or establishing another which would not
restrict its membership, but include the Oppo-
sition. That would not preclude criticism in other
areas. It would be very much in the interests of the
community generally and the business community
particularly if the two parties could get together
on this.

Mr COWAN: I draw the Minister's attention to
the local authority private sewerage schemes
whereby local authorities can use their borrowing
powers to raise money to obtain funds to im-
plement a sewerage scheme within their town-
ships, with the Public Works Department
accepting 85 per cent of the repayment of the
loans. Many of these local authorities are con-
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cerned that the 85 per cent might be reduced to 75
per cent. Some of them cannot find any agreement
between the Public Works Department. I think,
and themselves which says quite clearly that they
will receive an 85 per cent subsidy payable over
the entire life or the loan. Some of them are con-
cerned that during the life of their loan a change
will occur in the level of the subsidy paid by the
Government.

I would like the Minister to take note of this
matter and perhaps give the local authorities
which have the subsidised sewerage schemes an
assurance that no alteration will be made to re-
duce the subsidy from 85 per cent to 75 per cent.

Mr LAURANCE: I draw the Minister's atten-
tion to the irrigation, sewerage, and drainage
areas affecting the Gascoyne River in my elector-
ate. Firstly, I will comment on the Yandoo Creek
scheme. This project has been investigated to
ascertain whether offstream storage alongside the
Gascoyne River could be arranged to supplement
the existing groundwater supply scheme. The Pub-
lic Works Department has never been very keen
on this supplemental scheme; however, some local
people in Carnarvon have been very keen to see it
progress and they enlisted the support of me, my
colleague the member for Lower North Province,
and also the Federal member, Graham Campbell.
Graham Campbell sought the services of an engin-
eer with BlHP, a man by the name of Peter
Jones-no relation to the Peter Jones who sits in
this Chamber. This engineer had been very suc-
cessful with BHP in arranging the engineering for
the very successful Ophthalmia Dam at Newman.
He was brought to Carnarvon mainly at the insti-
gation of Graham Campbell.

The cost of the exercise was about $10000, and
the money was raised by public subscription in the
local community. In all I think $12 000 was
raised, as the Minister would be aware. The most
successful part of the campaign was a joint radio
appeal by Hon. Phil Lockyer and the Federal
member, Graham Campbell.

The Federal member for Kalgoorlie wedi
further and said that if this parliamentary study
indicated the scheme was worthwhile pursuing, it
would make a detailed feasibility study costing
somewhere in the order of $100 000. The initial
feasibility study proved to be positive. The engin-
eer, Peter Jones, was very enthusiastic about it
and he recommended to the local community and
to the Federal member for Kalgoorlie that the
$100000 feasibility study should proceed.
Graham Campbell, the Federal member for
Kalgoorlie, went further and said that he was so
confident, he was prepared to pledge that the Fed-
eral Government would provide the funds. The

initial study, to which the local community
subscribed, cost $10000. After the report came
out Graham Campbell said he would commit the
Federal Government to spending $100 000 on that
feasi bi lity st udy.

Mr Tonkin: I wonder if he had spoken to Peter
Walsh!

Mr LAURANCE: That information has not
been forthcoming. People went to him and asked
for the money that had been promised. The BHP
engineer, Peter Jones, said that the $100 000
study would be worthwhile and the Federal mem-
ber for Kalgoorlie has been asked to honour his
pledge. He is reported as having said that the
Federal Government approved these funds, but
that the State Minister for Water Resources
would not agree.

I ask the Minister to give some response on that
matter because the story at the moment is that the
Federal Labor Government was prepared to go
along with this deal, but the State Labor Govern-
ment has said it is not on. The people of
Carnarvon arc being denied those funds. I would
not have been anywhere near as excited about that
matter if there had not been a pledge. I would
have been quite prepared to make representations
to the Minister on behalf of my local community
as I have done for more than a decade now in the
Parliament.

However, one of the Minister's Federal col-
leagues came out and promised the funds and said
that he would personally ensure that they came
from Bob Hawke or someone else, and now he is
telling the people that he has done his bit; he has
obtained the funds, but it requires co-operation
from the State Government, co-operation which is
not forthcoming. I do not know whether the Min-
ister is aware of that situation, but that is the story
we are being given at the moment.

I make the point in this general debate that
there does need to be a further means of storage
for water supplies on the Gascoyne River. I do not
know whether it will be the Yandoo Creek scheme.
Certainly the Public Works Departmerit has
evaluated that scheme and the Minister for Water
Resources who is handling this Budget item,
produced a document in July 1984 entitled
"Gascoyne Irrigation, Evaluation of Yandoo
Creek Scheme". That document indicated that the
diversion of water from that creek into the
Gascoyne River could increase the availability of
water for irrigation by between 20 and 50 per cent
at a cost of approximately $4 million. The Minis-
ter has tabled a report stating that this scheme
would increase the amount of irrigation water
available in that area.
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Other projects have been suggested to me. One
is to have a barrage across the river. I do not know
how much that would cost. The matter was looked
at some years ago; a barrage could be incorpor-
ated in a new bridge across the Gascoyne River
and that may be the solution. The Public Works
Department has been keen for some years now to
say. 'took, we have done as much as we can on
the Gascoyne. There are no further feasible
answers", but I do not accept that for a moment,
nor does the Minister's Federal colleague. I would
like to know what the Minister intends to do about
that scheme and to have his answer about the
$100000 that presumably is just waiting for a
State Government nod before it is granted.

While we are talking about the Gascoyne River
I want to raise the matter of rating. The Govern-
menit this year increased the water charges for
irrigation purposes on the Gascoyne River by
three per cent only. The Government has made a
great deal about this; not only in that area, but
also in all other areas, increases in charges have
been kept to a bare minimum this year. People
paying these rates and charges of course were very
pleased. There was a substantial increase last year,
but I am not blaming the Government for that.
There have been increases in some previous years,
but quite often it was a substantial increase. This
year it was presumably a three per cent increase
only, and this is welcome, but, on the other hand,
it shows a change in the accounting procedure.

Ratepayers in the plantation industry have been
delivered with rate notices which state, "You will
pay rates again on or before I October 1984 to 30
June 1985". 1 am reading from a letter which the
Minister wrote to the Carnarvon irrigation rate-
payers. He said that the rate for this period is
$87.04 per hectare up to a maximum amount of
$522.24 for any one property. That shows a three
per cent increase. The Government has sent these
people a rate notice saying, in effect, "These are
your rates. We want them paid for the interim
perioud as you have always done, on I October, but
this year that rate takes you only up to 30 June
and in future the rates will be charged from 1
July". 1 can understand that because when in
Government we instituted changes to a number of
utilities so that any increases were reflected
throughout a full financial year. I am not opposed
to the new method of accounting, but I am con-
cerned that it appears that growers have been
charged a full year's rates for a nine-month
period.

Mr Tonkin: They will be charged a full year's
rates for a 15-month period the following year.
This is just to get them into kilter, that's all.

Mr LAUIRANCE: I see what the Minister is
saying. Next year on 1 July they will be liable for
a Cull year's rates 'which will take them from I
July 1985 to 30 June 1986. In this period, surely,
the Government would be charging them for nine
months. The Government is shortening the period,
yet the rate remains the same.

Mr Tonkin: That would mean a reduction in
income to the State and we would then have to
increase the general rates to make up for that.

Mr LAURA NCE: We already have the 12
months from I October 1983 to 1 October 1984
and now the Government is charging a rate for
nine months until 30 June next year.

Mr Tonkin: If you look that up over a 10-year
period there will be 10 individual charges and that
is all there is to it. We have just changed the
month.

Mr LAURANCE: I would like the Minister to
have another look at it because I think he has
made a mistake.

Mr Tonkin: I have been through it very
thoroughly. I was absolutely adamant about what
had to happen.

Mr LAURANCE: I think the Minister will find
the three per cent increase is based on what the
people paid last year for 12 months, and this year
they will now be paying for nine months, and that
is, in fact a 28 per cent increase. If the Govern-
ment wants to impose a 28 per cent increase, it
will have a fight on its hands, nbt only with me,
but also with the whole plantation industry. If the
Government wants to impose a three per cent in-
crease on last year, then by all means increase
rates by three per cent and charge them on a pro
rawa basis.

These people should pay only for nine months
when the Government is giving them only nine
months' services. The Government should consider
every month of the year. Last year the people paid
for 12 months, this year for nine months, and now
ihe Government is charging them a 1 2-month
rate. It is just not on for the Government to bring
the accounts into a new charging period. I do not
disagree with that, but whenever the changeover
or transition period occurs, those people should
pay only for the nine months for which they are
getting services, otherwise the Government is
making a 28 per cent increase in charges and that
is totally unacceptable when for everybody
else-and the Minister has been crowing this from
the rooftops-the Government is imposing only a
three per cent increase. The Minister should have
another look at this matter because my advice to
the ratepayers who have come to me is that they
should not pay it; they should pay three-quarters
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of the fee, because they are only getting services
for three-quarters of the period.

Mr Tonkin: You must not tell them to break the
law.

Mr LAURANCE: The Minister should have a
look at it before 1 go any further.

Mr Tonkin: I am happy to have a look atlit.

Mr LAURANCE: Certainly the Government
will receive less income this October than it did
last October, but it is not offering the same
product; it is offering only three-quarters of it.
The Government will get the benefit of it next
year. The Government will be able to make up the
difference. I know the Public Works Deparment is
concerned about this matter and it will experience
some problems if it does not get the income. On
the other hand, the Government has decided that
there are advantages in changing the accountin
period and the Government will not collect those
advantages until I July next year. Then the
Government might increase the rate and receive
the income for a full financial year. However,
currently as of I October, the Government is say-
ing to these people, "You owe us for 1 2 months,
however we are only going to give you nine
months' services for that money and you will get
another bill on I July next year". That is totally
unacceptable, if the situation is exactly as I read
it. Some of the people who have come to me have
paid the increase, but they said they were really
doing it under duress. Others are not paying the
increase subject to my taking this matter up with
the Minister.

Finally, I wish to raise the matter of flood miti-
gation on the Gascoyne River. The- Public Works
Department has carried out a great deal of study
on this, as has the speaker who just resumed his
seat. The well-known firm of private consultants,
Sinclair Knight and Partners (WA) Pty. Ltd. did
a tremendous amount of work on the water at the
Gascoyne River, and the engineers have agreed
that one major aspect of the matter which is im-
portant is the closure of the south arm of the
Gascoyne River. 1 believe it should be done be-
cause it would be of tremendous benefit to the
town. In addition other flood mitigation works
have been recommended by the consultants, and
have been approved by the Public Works Depart-
ment. Therefore, the work, which has been more
or less agreed to by the local community and the
agencies involved can go ahead.

When this programme was considered some
years ago--that is in 1978-79-the cost was
estimated at $5 million. The funding arrangement
was that $2 million be financed by the Common-
wealth, $2 million by the State, and $I million by

the local government authority. I understand that
is still the arrangement for these programmes.

I ask the Minister what progress has been made,
because this matter is important to people such as
those operating the North-West Seafoods
company. This business at Babbage Island was
closed when the Gascoyne River flooded and, if
the south arm of the river were closed, all-weather
access would be provided.

The point I make is that funding is Still avail-
able. The local authority has its Proportion Of the
funding available. In the past it did not, but now it
is asking whether the State and Federal Govern-
ments are prepared to proceed with this flood miti-
gation.

I ask whether the State Government is prepared
to commit funds in that direction. The local auth-
ority has made arrangements for funding its share
of the programme, and the local community is
anxiously waiting for the project to proceed.

Mr RUSHTON: I have a number of matters to
raise with the Minister. The first relates to the
Stinton Creek, Karragullen issue. I report to the
Minister that the local people met recently and
agreed to put forward three names to the council.

Mr Tonkin: For the advisory committee?

Mr RUSHTON: Yes. However, they will still
be reiterating their objections until there is some
kind of proof that the system is viable. To date
they have not received any proof, which ] think
needs to be demonstrated before agricultural, hor-
ticultural, and orchard pursuits are impeded.
Those pursuits are carried out in that community
and there must be some demonstration of the need
to dam the Stinton Creek before work proceeds.

I have seen recently cisterns which have a con-
trolled flow, and which are often seen in Adelaide.
I wonder whether the Minister has considered
such a cistern as one method of saving water. I am
Sure we would not need many of those cisterns in
the metropolitan area to save all the 'water that
can be stored in Stinton Creek.

The other matter I wish to raise is the drainge
system at the junction of Holden Road and
Brookton Highway. Some months ago the council
wrote to the authority asking whether a drainage
area had been considered for that location in
Roleystone.

Mr Tonkin: I was there on Friday.

Mr RUSH-TON: I believe it is a Main Roads
Department and council responsibility. I have
made approaches in that direction, hut I am aware
that the council wrote to the authority some
months ago and has not received a reply. When-
ever I make inquiries about the progress of this
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matter, I am told that the Water Authority has
n ot replied to correspondence.

What has occurred is that, with the advent of
kerbing of roads and improved drainage systems,
the water from the south side of Brookton High-
way is taken across to the creek in Holden Road
and the volume of the water has been such that
many properties in the area have been flooded.

I walked along the drain yesterday and noted
that large holes had been gouged out. 1 ask the
Minister whether any progress has been made on
this matter, because the Main Roads Department
is building a road in that area. 1 ask that that work
be deferred, because the placing of a pipe on the
south side of the road would relieve the drain and
there would be no need for the Water Authority to
gazette the area for drainage.

I am pleased the Minister jou rneyed to Wander-
ing recently to inspect the town's water supply.
Last -week, in answer to a question in this
Chamber, the Minister indicated thaf'the leakage
in the dam was still occurring, but that some ac-
tion was being taken. This leakage is annoying
because people living in those communities have
not been helped by the good rainfall recently.
They will have a controlled water-use situation
earlier than anticipated. Therefore, I ask the Min-
ister what has been done. Can something effective
be done quickly, because a large amount of money
has been spent on the dams, and the reticulation is
in place, and all that is needed now is to make sure
that the dams are holding?

The next matter I wish to discuss is the
proposed Kelmscott sewerage system 6A. I believe
a decision is to be made shortly on this scheme,
and I am wondering whether the Minister has
anything further to say. The local community has
a lifestyle its members wish to retain and, with the
advent of deep sewerage, they believe units and
other types of buildings will be constructed in the
area adjacent to the Canning River which to date
has been semirural. I wonder whether the Minister
has in mind a decision for the immediate future
for this area.

The last matter I wish to raise relates to the
progress being made with the Dwellingup water
supply. The Minister went to that town and I was
invited to attend with him and the council.

I am aware that Alcoa has financed the bore for
the supply, but it has not been a great success. The
school is also waiting for water to be supplied
there, and I wonder whether the Minister might
have the engineers relent on their previous de-
cision not to use the equipped bores which are
already in place. My belief is that Alcoa should be
allowed to re-equip these town supplies which are

already there but which are not in use now for the
town's use. They should be brought back into ac-
lion to supply the town and school and, if we run
into any problem with the brook that runs to the
dam and Supply at Dwellingup, we could Stop the
supply to the school and the town oval and supply
the town. This water supply would be most wel-
come in Dwellingup. These supplies could be
recharged year by year From winter rains for the
needs 1 have stated.

Mr TONKIN: In answer to the member for
Floreat, who asked how the subsidy to country
utilities will be experienced in the future, that is
yet to be determined. I am not sure, because next
year's Budget has not been framed and it does not
operate until I July next year, so, of course I
cannot say, but I can give the assurance that I
have given many times that the subsidy to the
country utilities will continue.

I am not saying at what level because, as Minis-
ter for Water Resources, I cannot commit the
Budget for the next year, any more than can the
Treasurer. It is a question for the Cabinet to de-
cide. I would expect-I do not want to be equivo-
cal-that the subsidy would continue in a similar
proportion to that which exists at the moment.

The member for Floreat also referred to the
question of day labour. All I can say is that we are
following a policy similar to that of his Govern-
ment, which is to ensure the proper mixture of
contract work and day labour: that is essential.

With respect to Agaton, I understand that when
the member for Welshpool was Minister in 1973
and early 1974, the Agaton project was to go
ahead. It was intended by the Government of the
day, if it had been re-elected in 1974, to put
Agaton high on its list Of Priorities. It is a matter
of fact that the Agason scheme was placed much
lower on a list of priorities by a conservative
Government which held sway for nine years. It
was downgraded. The inability of this Government
to fund Agaton is a responsibility that should be
shared by the previous Government.

We have gone one step further. We are working
on a rural water supply policy which will be of
benefit to all farmers. It is something that is
greatly needed in this State. We are lagging well
behind some other States.

In relation to the question of the pay-for-use
system in non-residential areas, that principle is
now being implemented and I acknowledge the
work done by the member for Floreat when he was
Minister in charge of that issue. We are continu-
ing along similar lines, but at an accelerated rate.
It is a long-term development.
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The member for Floreat spoke about the desir-
ability of a bipartisan policy. I share his feelings
that such a policy would be desirable. If he wishes
to have an input into that policy, I ask him to
contact me. Members will be aware that I invited
the Opposition to have an input into the develop-
ment of the legislation relating to parliamentary
and electoral reform. The Government was
snubbed on that issue.

Mr Laurance. Don't give up because you did
not have a satisfactory result on that one.

Mr TONKIN: I am not talking about the
rejection of the legislation. I am saying that no
attempt was made by the Opposition to have an
input into electoral matters. In any case, we are
prepared to listen to the Opposition if it wants to
put forward ideas on pay-for-service for non-resi-
dential water supplies.

In answer to the member for Merredin, I will
have a look at the question of the local authorities'
sewerage scheme and the subsidy. It is not quite as
simple as a figure of 85 per cent; it is a compli-
cated formula. A problem has been that the con-
cept has been misunderstood and it was believed to
be as simple as 85 per cent. The member asked for
a reassurance to be given to local government that
the subsidy would not be reduced. I will certainly
have a look at it and take the necessary steps to
give that assu~rance. If I cannot give the assurance
I will indicate the reason for the decision and the
degree to which I cannot give that assurance.

In relation to the matters raised by the member
for Gascoyne about Yandoo Creek, it is sweeping
to say that the scheme has been investigated. Not
even a feasibility study was done on it. A pre-
feasibility study was carried out indicating how
tentative the whole scheme is. I object to the com-
ments made about the Public Works Department.
It is a servant of the Government. If Governments
have not developed off-creek storage or off-river
storage in the Gascoyne, that deficiency has to be
laid at the door of the parliamentarians, including
the member for Gascoyne who was in Government
for nine years.

Of course, water resources can be developed
there, but everything has a cost and everything has
to be worked out to see whether it is feasible. The
State has an infinite number of demands placed on
it and it has to work out which projects are in the
best interests of the State. There is no point in
developing extra water supplies if, agriculturally,
there will not be any demand for them. It will be a
costly project. The Department of Agriculture is
having an input into it; we are not idle. We expect
a report some time in January.

We are not hostile to the idea of Yandoo Creek.
We are aware of its possibilities. However, such an
expensive proposition will have to be studied to
make sure it is in the best interests of the State,
given the demands being made for finance all over
this vast and water-deficient State.

Mr Laurance: You were aware of the situation
relating to the $ 100 000?

Mr TON KIN: I am aware of claims made by
the member for Kalgoorlie about $100000. There
is no point in wasting taxpayers' money. I think it
is irresponsible of State Governments to talk about
Commonwealth money as though it is okay to
waste that money. There is no point in going the
extra step if the Department of Agriculture ex-
perts were to say there will be no demand for the
produce.

The member for Gascoyne pointed out the
change in the rating year. 1 went through that at
great length with my officers because initially I
was not happy with it. I think the member (or
Gascoyne will find that if he looks at any one
calendar year there will be one charge and the
charge this year will be three per cent greater than
for the previous year.

The problem is that in Western Australia we
have so many bizarre rating years and it is a little
confusing. We need a rating year that begins on I
July for everything. I will look at the matter again
to satisfy myself, and hopcfully the member for
Gascoyne, that people will not be charged double.

My original feeling was that the service was for
nine months and the charge should be for that
period. It was pointed out that people were getting
a service for 12 months and there should be no
change no matter what the rating year is. To
charge for only nine months would mean that the
charge the following year would be for I5 months.
Therefore, in any one calendar year instead of a
three per cent increase we could have a 25 per cent
decrease. It was not intended that the State would
have to pick up the burden.

If one looks at a calendar year or a financial
year and from 1970 works through to 1984 he will
find that each person will have paid one payment
in each year and there would not have been a 25
per cent decrease. As I have said, I will look at this
matter again to satisfy myself that what i am
saying is accurate.

With respect to flood mitigation and the closure
of the south arm of the river, I am aware of the
problem and the work required. Like every other
Government activity this would have to face the
scrutiny of the Cabinet at Budget time. I suppose
that we have not done that work for the same
reason the conservative Government did not do it.

11351
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There are many demands and I hope in the future
that the work will be done because I am aware it is
needed.

The member for Dale mentioned Stinton Creek
and the deputations I have received, It shows the
kind of consensus for which this Government is
famous. When the people came to see me about
the problem they said that horticulture should not
be impeded. and the member for Dale mentioned
this. We have made the point before-if people do
not want to listen, they do not have to-that horti-
culture wvill not be impeded. When the deputation
visited me-I have seen more than one depu-
tation-I said that I was happy to have an advis-
ory committee in order that it could help monitor
what is happening and ensure that there is no
deleterious effect upon the enterprises in that area.

The member for Dale has said that the Govern-
ment has not given proof that the scheme is viable.
The engineers say it is viable, but the orchardists
say it is not. If the member for Dale wants to
listen to the orchardists, he can, but the engineers
know that it is a viable scheme.

It is not a big scheme like the Canning Dam.
We have to accept that water resources which are
more remote from the centre of Perth will be more
expensive. In countries which have rai .n every sec-
ond day and which have big rivers one would not
worry about something the size of Stinton Creek.
However, we have to harvest water from every-
where if Perth is to grow.

Members will know my view about the size of
Perth. I was largely responsible for the ALP policy
which came up with an optimum size for Perth. At
the time the member for Dale was the responsible
Minister and he said that barbed wire would have
to surround Perth to stop it from growing.

Whether I believe that Perth should have an
optimum size and should not grow beyond a cer-
tain figure, we cannot prevent the growth of Perth,
but with proper strategies the growth can be
slowed down. It seems that we want more popu-
lation and I do not agree with that. I think Perth
has enough population and I would not care if it
did not have another person.

People are hooked on growth and they want
Perth to be more like cities in Europe because that
is what they base progress on. However, in an arid
place such as this we must harvest the water that
is available. Stinton Creek is viable.

I am not aware of the drainage matter concern-
ing Brookton Highway and Holden Road, but I
will make the necessary inquiry.

With respect to the Wandering townsite and the
answer I gave to the member for Dale last week to
a question he asked, I am concerned with the

problem of a leaking dam. The soils are such that
they are not impervious to water.

Mr Peter Jones: It has gone on for many years.

Mr TON'KIN: I know and I have every faith in
the engineers finding a scheme that will work. We
are coming up with a new technique. I sympathise
with the people of Wandering.

A decision has not been made on the Westfield
sewerage scheme. We have asked the Public
Health Department to look at the matter. It is a
serious matter when one considers that Kelmscott,
which is on the outskirts of Perth, is likely to be
turned into an open sewer with all the consequent
effects on public health. Some residents asked me
what proof there was that diseases will result from
the septic tanks not working properly. If people
were students of public health they wvould know
that one of the great revolutions of western society
in the last two centuries has been the taming and
the eradication of many diseases by proper sewer-
age and drainage.

If we look at great cities such as London we will
find that 150 years ago they were ccsspools of filth
causing great diseases to sweep through and rav-
age the population from time to time. We cannot
say, "Forget about the sewerage running down the
streets or in the drain'. I hope we are a modern
society.

There is no question that Perth is the worst
sewered city in Australia. The member for Floreat
referred to that. That situation lies at the door of
conservative Governments of the 1960s which did
nothing to ensure that Perth was well-sewvered. I
guess that Perth will remain the most backward
city in Australia with regard to sewerage, cer-
tainly in my lifetime and for much longer than
that. We will not catch up. With the infill sewage
programme we are only keeping pace with devel-
opment, and are making no inroads.

We cannot say that we will look at the problem
from a water supply point of view. We have to
look at the Westfield scheme where septic tanks
are failing from a public health point of view. I am
waiting for the Health Department to carry out an
investigation. It is irresponsible of people to say
that they do not care if septic tanks are failing and
that they will allow sewage to run down the
streets. Those same people will scream to high
heaven if treated sewage is taken out some four
kilometres to sea. They will say, "You should not
do it: it is causing ill effects". However, they will
allow sewage to run down their street. It is non-
sense, and they cannot have it both ways. The
Government will make its decision in line with a
high standard of public health.
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Finally in regard to Dwellingup I did not catch
what the member for Dale said. Is it developing
sat isfa ctor ily?

Mr Rushton: I think the first bore is at a dead
end and I am asking whether this can be
reconsidered if there is no success in this area.

Mr TONKIN: I will make inquiries and ascer-
tain if there is some why we can proceed.

The CHAIRMAN: The member for Floreat
has called item numbers at this stage. On this
occasion I am prepared to be tolerant and to go
back to these item numbers. However, I warn
members that I shall not do this again. It is the
responsibility of members to stand in their places
and call my attention to items they wish to speak
on. If they are not prepared to do so in the future I
shall not go back to the items they have missed. if
members do not call my attention to items, I will
pass over those items.

Item I: Salaries, Wages and Allowances-
Mr MENSAROS: I ask the Minister in connec-

tion with item I whether he has any ministerial
advisers in this area and, if so, how many? My
main interest in this area relates not so much to
raising the argument for or against advisers, but to
whether advisers are being employed in a utility
which is funded largely by the ratepayers, through
charges imposed. My argument would be that it is
defensible to have someone employed outside the
Public Service as a political adviser in a depart-
ment funded by taxpayers' money, but it is diffi-
cult to defend the employment of a political ad-
viser in a utility which relics on users' money. I
realise that at present we are talking about part of
a department. However, at the end of the budget-
ary year it will become a Government instrumen-
tality, hence the reason for my asking the Minister
if any advisers are involved and if so, how does he
propose to employ them when the department no
longer exists?

Mr Tonkin: I am not sure where the staff
salaries come from for those employed in my
office.

Mr MENSAROS: You mean the ministerial
office?

Mr TONKIN: Yes, 1 will make inquiries and
ascertain if any salaries come out of this vote.

Item 4: Operating Expenses- Reticulated Water
Supplies-

Mr MENSAROS: During the comments in the
general debate I said that I was glad of a news
item I had discovered in a newspaper which stated
that thc Government would consider not setting
goldplatcd specifications in the Public Works De-
partment for country towns. I said I was glad that

I had been of some service because, although it
was not acknowledged, this was a direct response
to a point I had raised. I ask the Minister to what
extent will these lesser specifications stretch the
available money further?

Mr TONKIN: This is a very vexatious problem
and I think the member, as former Minister,
would be aware of the difficulties. When people do
not have a town water supply they make all kinds
of demands on the Government. When it is
pointed out that a very small number of services is
involved and the cost to supply a service commen-
surate with the standards in the western world is
exorbitant, they agree to accept a lower standard
and say that they do not expect the same standard
supplied in Perth. A lower standard scheme is
provided, but within a year or two people come to
us and ask why they have to put up with a
substandard water supply when the people in
Perth have a much better standard.

Mr Mensaros: The article said that the Govern-
menit is considering this.

Mr TONKIN: I am considering it now and
saying that it is an area of great difficulty. If we
provide a substandard water supply, eventually
there is tremendous pressure on us to upgrade the
system and to ensure that it is as good as any other
system elsewhere in Western Australia. When
there is no town water supply people say that they
will accept anything. However, once having ac-
cepted anything, they later ask why the people in
suburbs such as Floreat have a better water supply
than they do. The member for Floreat would be
aware of this kind of pressure.

The Government is developing a policy but it
has niot yet made a decision. We are sympathetic
to the problem, but it is most difficult. We are
under pressure at the moment to provide town
water supplies in places which have two or four
services. Unfortunately in Western Australia we
do not use the words "village" or "hamlet". It is
an absurd Situation to be asked to provide a water
supply to four houses. We have the situation
where a person will trek into the desert, disappear
from view, and in time ask where his water supply
is. We cannot treat every small group of dwellings
as towns and provide a town water supply in a
State as huge and arid as Western Australia. The
cost for providing a service to some small towns is
a' much as 350 000 to $70 000 for each property.
The State cannot afford to do that. When a policy
has been determined, 1 will advise the member for
Floreat and let him look at it.
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Item 14: Operating Expenses-Sewerage
Schemes-

Mr MENSAROS: I ask the Minister for an
explanation of the policy in connection with
country town sewerage schemes and whether this
has been changed or some change is envisaged.
The amount appropriated has not changed much
caking into consideration the increase in prices.
and it conveys nothing. I want to make sure that
the agreements that have been made with various
country shires in order to introduce sewerage
schemes will be complied with.

Mr Tonkin: Are you talking about subsidised
schemes?

M r M ENSAROS: U nder a n Act passed by Par-
liament the Government will subsidise country
towns' sewerage schemes. I want to know whether
the country people can he sure that these schemes
will be continued and, if required, further agree-
ments will be entered into.

Mr TONKIN: This has not been determined."
We are looking at this matter to see what can be
done. It will impinge on the activities of the Water
Authority of Western Australia which comes into
operation on I July 1985. We are trying to ascer-
tain what can be done here. It may be that no
more schemes will be entered into. I stress the
word "may"; it is not definitely so.

1 will make some inquiries about the progress
we are making on this subject and 1 will communi-
cate the result of those inquiries to the member for
Floreat.

Item 31: Salinity Control-South West Catch-
ment Areas-

Mr MENSAROS: This item refers to a very
important question, which is the salinity of ground
or surface water. I would like the Minister to give
some indication about the appropriation of money.
which is considerably less than last year, particu-
larly in view of the question I put to him about the
number of presently outstanding claims in connec-
tion with clearing bans. If I remember correctly,
the biggest amounts expended under this item in
the past few years since the clearing bans were
introduced were for compensation payments in the
Wel lington Damn catch ment in the Col lie area.

I also asked for the correct amount of these
outstanding claims. The response was that 24
claims are outstanding-received or under coni-
sideration-in various stages of processing. Then
it was said that the corect. sum claimed by these 24
farmers was $2.31 million.

Based on past experience, the claims are higher
than the actual amounts paid out, either through
agreement or through judicial decision. Therefore
the payments are expected to be a total of $1 .6
million. If that is the position-which I cannot
doubt, of course-and an amount of more than $6

million is appropriated, can the Minister say how
this sum of $6 million minus $1.6 million will be
spent?

Mr TONKIN;, I cannot give the member that
information at this moment. The figure is less than
last year, and we can expect the figure to reduce
as time goes on. In fact, legislation which will
make some alterations will be drafted to bring to
the House next year. I will investigate the question
the member has asked and try to quantify it. I will
inform him as soon as I can.

Item 32: Rivers and Underground Water Man-
agement and Pollution Control-

Mr MIENSAROS: I am not criticising the Min-
ister, but when in Government we used to come
prepared with each item and what the expenditure
was for.

I am interested in what this underground water
management and pollution control expenditure is
for. It has increased considerably since last year.
This is a very important item. I pointed this out
during my previous comments. The Health De-
partment has a say in water pollution, particularly
groundwater poll u tion-u ndergrou nd water, as it
is now called-and other parts of Government
such as the Department of Conservation and En-
vironment are also concerned.

If this relates to sewage and waste disposal, the
greatest expertise-not only in the number of
officers but in the quality as well-is with the
water authorities. This experience is not acquired
by a single officer in the Department of Conser-
vation and Environment or in the Health Depart-
ment; hence it would be desirable for the water
authorities to handle all those matters. I am
interested in what this $2.1 million represents by
way of expenditure.

Mr TONKIN: I do not have that information,
but I will let the member for Floreat know.

Division 39 put and passed.

Division 40: Electoral, $3 267 000-

Mr MENSAROS: There are two items I want
to bring up here, and one is a fairly important,
general one. I must go back to the appointment of
the Chief Electoral Officer, which was defended
vigorously by the Government and by the Minis-
ter. It was not a very respectable appointment.

The Minister criticised the Opposition and over-
emphasised the fact that it was not the Govern-
ment but the Public Service Board which
appointed Dr Rumley. I received the answer to a
question today where it was said again that Dr
Rumley wvas appointed by the Public Service
Board, albeit that was not one of the questions
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asked. Hence, one is inclined to be a little sus-
picious if these unsolicited statements arc made,

We now read in the newspaper that one of the
sections of the very much enlarged Department of
Premier and Cabinet has a head appointed by the
Public Service Board. He happens to be a past
treasurer of the ALP. Even the least suspicious
mind would wonder how these many coincidences
come to pass, and how the Public Service Board
has suddenly woken up to the fact that experience
and knowledge are only to be found in the Labor
Party.

I wonder what the Attorney General's reply will
be to the question of how many judges have been
appointed at whatever level who have been
coincidentally past members of the Association of
Labor Lawyers. I would be interested in the reply.

Seriously, we are on the verge of destroying
altogether the system of administration we had in
the Public Service. I do not think that there could
have been any more serious and important subject
than this one during this session of Parliament. If
we argue about the appointment of political ad-
visers. that is fair enough;, we are against it, but
the Government says it is for it. These advisers are
admitted to be political advisers by the Govern-
ment. They are party political people, and with the
change of Government they will go because they
have elected to serve a particular Government. We
do not want more political advisers. But if this
system is being extended to the Public Service, as
it was here to the Chief Electoral Officer, then we
are demolishing the whole system. These people
are appointed to senior positions, because, being
good Labor men, they will not engage in menial
tasks. If we follow this line through, in no time
these people will become senior so-called public
servants who in turn will recommend the appoint-
ments of lower officers. Again, in a very short time
we will find ourselves in a position where the
whole Public Service will become a political or-
ganisation.

If that is what the Government wants it should
at least have the honesty and courage to come out
and say that to the public. It should say, "This is
what we want to do", and let the public judge it
when the time comes. There must be a better
method. It is just not honest to say the Public
Service Board has appointed the Chief Electoral
Officer and the head of a section of the Depart-
ment of Premier and Cabinet. It is absolutely
doing away with the Public Service as we know it.
It brings the Public Service Board and its chair-
man into disrepute because I cannot accept and do
not accept that coincidentally the chairman and
his committee of the Public Service Board should
make such subsequent appointments. That cannot

be coincidence. I warn the Government it should
either do away with this baekdoor method and
come out into the open and say, "We want to
reorganise the Public Service to be a political or-
ganisation" or alternatively it should say, "We
have a Public Service and a big corps of advisers
who enjoy some benefits during our terms of
Govern ment',

The other matter relates to the keeping of the
electoral roll. Some members may do what I have
done since long before computers arrived on the
scene. I have what one would call in modern terms
a geographical register of my electorate showing
the streets and street numbers. The print-outs of
new enrolments are fairly important because I can
put them in mny street register. It is, however,
extremely difficult to deal with them if they are
repetitive. I would appreciate it if the Minister
would try to understand what I am saying and
respond to this matter.

One gets a list at various times of people who
have been deleted from or enrolled on the rolls.
The Minister can see on this list I have with me
that more than 80 per cent of the enrolled people
are marked. These people have also appeared on
the list of deleted people. One finds that the names
of the same people are appearing on lists of de-
leted and enrolled people. One does not know what
has happened to them unless one has a record of
their being enrolled, and now they are being de-
leted and re-enrolled.

I wonder whether the Minister knows about it
and if he does whether he can say what is the
reason. I refer for instance to a large number of
people in a retirement village opposite the Metro
Theatre in Leige Street in my electorate. They are
all elderly people who have been enrolled through
the efforts of the management of the village and
also because I have been distributing enrolment
cards. Now apparently someone has gone out and
said, "You have to sign this", and not looked at
the roll to see whether those people are on it or
not. Those people may have signed anid in order to
be re-enrolled their names first must be deleted. I
do not know the explanation, but I would be
interested in the Minister's response. When a pri-
vate member in Opposition has only one electorate
secretary it is almost impossible to deal with
everything and the workload is unneccessarily
increased by simply having this duplication
whereby people are deleted and re-enrolled on the
same day. 1 am prepared to show this list to the
Minister afterwards because I have marked those
names where there is at least one alteration. A
person's name and address may be the same, but
his occupation may have changed from secretary
to attendant, for example. A person is deleted
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from the list if he changes his occupation and is re-
enrolled with a different occupation. If people
change their address in the electorate they have to
be re-enrolled, according to the computer. I have
about four or five sheets dated 2 October and
more than 80 per cent of the names, addresses,
gender, and occupation of those deleted and
enrolled are identical. Something must be wrong. I
do not want to be cynical, but it proves computers
are not always as good as people think. A lot of
people are inclined to think computers are
omnipotent and know everything.

I conclude my comments with this true story.
My first encounter with computers was in Boston,
Massachusetts 20 years ago when I wanted to fly
back to New York. The method used was to type
my name into the computer so that it gave my
itinerary. The girl typed my surname and asked
my first name which she typed out. She tried
again and gave the machine a bit of a hit and
ultimately looked at me and said, "Sir, you do not
exist".

Mr TONKIN: I might ask the member whether
he did exist.

I would like to assure the Chamber that we are
committed to an impartial Civil Service just as
much as the previous Government was. Secondly,
with respect to the enrolment procedures I will
have a look at them and let the member knowv
what the procedure is.

Division 40 put and passed.

Division 41: Police, $123 646 000-

Mr RUSHTON: I want to develop one point
relating to an issue we did not take very far the
other day. The Minister in his address to police
officers invited them to come and see him when-
ever they felt like it. Some people there felt he was
transgressing the regulation which requires a
policeman to have the approval of his com-
missioner before he does that. There is obviously
good reason for the regulation. I am aware of a
similar situation taking place in New South Wales
in relation to transport, where the Minister used 10
see railway workers or whatever and he would
agree to certain things happening and send a
memo down to the commissioner saying that he
had agreed to this or that happening. That would
be a very dangerous practice if it were applied to
the Police Force.

One can visualise the circumstances in which a
policeman mignt be disgruntled with his appoint-
ment. The commissioner may have offered him a
transfer, and it would be very attractive if he were
able to see the Minister and ask him to intercede
for him on the matter.

This issue may not appear to be of major im-
pact, but it would be destructive to the
administration of the force by the commissioner if
that were to happen. When I was Minister for
Transport and someone sought to discuss an issue
with me, I either had the commissioner present at
the discussion, or obtained an indication of the
material about which the person wanted to see me
and then asked the commissioner for an opinion.

One must be very careful about bypassing the
administrative head when people want to make a
personal submission to the Minister of the day.
One could look at this in the most favourable light
and say that it was a gesture of goodwill to invite
policemen to discuss matters with the Minister,
because they would feel closer to the Minister. 1
do not know what a policeman would talk to the
Minister about, other than to obtain his opinion or
attempt to improve the position he has been able
to achieve already through the commissioner.

This is a dangerous attitude. When those
administering the Transport portfolio thought this
could happen, it demoralised them. The different
things which were done were amazing. Different
aspects of conditions of work were agreed to at
ministerial level without reference to the com-
missioner. The Minister would agree and send a
memo to the commissioner without discussing the
matter with him.

Such a position results in the Minister being
very close to his force and relationships would be
on a very personal basis. However, this is not the
way to go about the matter. We must not do
anything which will demoralise the Police Force.
When I heard that this was happening, and it was
confirmed by people who were present, I was
worried. Obviously those involved are worried also
and people who have been in the Police Force for a
long time see this as a change in attitude which
could be destructive to the good management of
the force.

We have debated fully a Bill dealing with the
Police Force. That Bill is now being debated in
another place. However, this matter is of continu-
ing concern to me and I would like the Minister to
explain it, so that he may remove any doubt I or
the force might have in this respect.

Would the Minister tell the Chamber why he is
inviting officers to attend upon him? What pur-
pose will it serve, if it is not intended that the
police officers talk about their problems? What
purpose will it serve, if it is not an attempt to
influence police officers? Why is the Minister see-
ing these police officers if he does not intend to
make some decisions regarding their welfare? The
Minister is placing himself in a weak position in
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relation to the force in general. The commissioner
needs to be responsible for the force and he is
answerable to the Parliament in that regard. The
effectiveness of the commissioner should not be
reduced.

Mr CARR: I appreciate the comments made by
the member for Dale and the caution he has
sounded in terms of the relationship between the
Minister and the Police Force in general. I do not
fully share the concern that he feels in this regard.
I would always maintain that it is a Minister's
right to speak to any person within his or her
department and, indeed, with any person under his
or her administration. I certainly reserve that right
for myself.

With my other departments I consider it per-
fectly reasonable to approach any officer within
the department for discussions on any matters at
any time. Similarly with the Police Force I con-
sider it perfectly appropriate for me to ask to
speak with any officers. That does not in any sense
show a lack of appreciation of the commissioner's
position and, indeed, the commissioner, in such a
wide-encom passing position as he is, realises it is
appropriate on many occasions for me to be
briefed not by him, but by the officer who may be
dealing with a particular area.

Mr Rushton: All I am asking is that you go
through the commissioner.

Mr CARR: For example, if a traffic matter is
involved, I frequently have direct liaison with
people in charge of the Traffic Branch.

In case he is not aware of it, I point out to the
member for Dale that, attached to my ministerial
office, is a police officer, presently a sergeant, who
acts as a police liaison officer and is a link between
the Minister and whatever section of the Police
Force with which a particular matter may be con-
cerned.

With regard to the channel of communication in
the other direction, namely, the expression of my
readiness to be approached by any officer, I do not
apologise. It has been drawn to my attention that
appropriate routine orders prescribe at present
that that be done through the commissioner. I
have acknowledged and accepted that and there is
no dispute about that being the situation cur-
ren tly.

In a discussion we had on the subject, the com-
missioner said he considers occasions occur when
it is appropriate for a police officer to want to
speak to the Minister and that, in the appropriate
circumstances, he would not stand in that officer's
way. I do not see that there is a major problem
here. Perhaps the member for Dale and I have
slightly different positions in that I am not as wary

of the situation as he appears to be. At the same
time, I emphasise the readiness I have expressed to
meet individual officers would obviously involve
my showing a certain amount of sensitivity in
terms of what issues I discussed with officers.
Clearly in the case of a promotional or industrial
matter, it would be more properly dealt with
through the appropriate channels.

It is really just a wish of myself, as Minister, to
be fully familiar with what is happening in all of
the sections of the Police Force in respect of policy
matters. While major issues are discussed with me
regularly by the commissioner, it should be under-
stood that, in an organisation with approximately
3 000 police officers-of course, if we include
other people who are within the employment of
the Government in relation to the Police Force, we
are looking at a larger number than that-clearly
there is an enormous number of small sections and
if a Minister is to become fully aware of what is
happening in each of those sections, firstly, he
needs to go out and ascertain that by visiting the
sections and, secondly, he would obviously ap-
preciate information which comes to him from
whatever source possible.

Division 41 put and passed.

Division 42: State Emergency Service,
S2 098000-

Mr RUSHTON: Not many people take a great
interest in this division, but I respect and appreci-
ate the work done by the people involved in the
State Emergency Service. I was aware that they
had certain hopes and expectations and I was
working with them to bring those hopes and
expectations to fruition. I would appreciate the
Minister's indicating how much progress has been
made with the objective of the service to obtain
some special legislation. The service was very keen-
for that to be done, although caution must apply
in this respect. Indeed, we can achieve much of
what the service wants in a formal way by
methods other than legislation.

Would the Minister indicate his intention in
regard to the legislation which the State Emerg-
ency Service is trying to obtain?

The central core of the service is supported by a
magnificent voluntary staff. They need encou rage-
ment from time to time. It would be interesting to
know how much further the Minister has been
able to go towards establishing regional bases.
Prior to our leaving office, work was being done on
the base at Geraldton. We had obtained an ex-
transport building, or a building of that niature,
which was to be used by the emergency services.
Has the Minister been able to establish a regional
headquarters at Geraldton? Obviously the pro-
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gramme is based on priorities and the areas which
are likely to experience an emergency must be
dealt with first and provided with the necessary
facilities.

I am aware of an assessment of the co-ordi-
nation of the emergency services, and I am obvi-
ously interested in what that is directed towards.
The point of view was put to me-and I can see
good reason for it-that we cannot just have one
service doing all the work carried out by the
bushlire brigades, the police, and emergency ser-
vices. The emergency services have a special place
and this links with the defence services in times of
need. If the need is great, one can get through to
the Commonwealth and achieve a truly CO-
ordinated emergency service; but the co-ordi-
nation should be kept in tune. The Minister might
be prepared to let me know his views on this mat-
ter. I invite him to inform me if he has satisfied
himself as to the communication that the Com-
monwealth or his counterpart has relative to this
situation.

When I was the Minister, I was working to the
point where I would have liked to run an exercise,
even at the administrative level, to see how
smoothly it would Work, when one pressed the
button for the Commonwealth to respond. That
button needs to be pressed from time to time. It is
not necessary to call out all the forces, because it
is a very expensive procedure. Because many
people became concerned, I wanted to go through
the exercise of ensuring at State and Common-
wealth level that emergency services did respond.

When I was the Minister responsible for emerg-
ency services, I learned a lot about what was being
done to respond to an emergency. We have very
good people in this area. It is a matter of constant
vigilance and attention to ensure that the system
will respond at a moment's notice. In times of
emergency none of us will get a warning. A fellow
came to me once who could foretell earthquakes. I
was grateful that last year passed by without any
major earthquake occurring, as he said there
would be an extremely heavy earthquake at the
other end of the Causeway. Had that earthquake
eventuated, not much of our city would be left.
That was the point of view of somebody who had
an interest in predicting earthquakes. Ministers
get these things submitted to them from time to
time.

I ask the Minister to indicate where the re-
sources for major items have been allocated this
year. Have they gone into Geraldton or some other
place l ike that? Has there been a development of a
number of wireless communication centres? We
need to expand those services considerably so we
can work from the district level to the regional

level. Many areas are still relying upon the
bushrtre brigades. In fact, many local people can-
not separate one from the other and in many cases
the brigades comprise the same people. This raises
some concern because a bushfire could occur, an
extra need wvould be created, and the brigade
would not be able to respond to it. We must recog-
nise that there is a limit to our resources. Cer-
tainly the human resource is very important, and
we must be very grateful indeed for what has been
done in the past.

I conclude my remarks by paying tribute to the
people who have run our emergency services. They
are a magnificent group of volunteers who are
headed and led by first-class people in head-
quarters, and I wish them well in their endeavours.
It is very hard to keep that force going, but this
seems to have been done very well because of the
high calibre of the people involved. I am sure it
helps those people to know that the Government is
responding, be it by way of equipment or consider-
ation in regard to many different things.

Mr HASSELL: In relation to the State Emerg-
ency Service I take the opportunity presented by
this debate to ask the Minister to advise the Com-
mittee what plans, if any, he has for legislation in
this area. It is a matter over which there have been
continuing discussions for some years. The State
Emergency Service has made comments about
wanting to have special legislation apply. I
examined this matter with the former Deputy
Premier when I was the Minister assisting the
Minister for Emergency Services; and I could see
numerous difficulties in regard to its application.

The position of the State Emergency Service is
quite difficult to define. It has a number of func-
tions to perform in the case of an emergency, and
it also has the obligation to co-ordinate the func-
tions of other people. It must provide emergency
services not only of itself, but also through other
agencies such as the welfare services, the police
services, the hospital services, the fire services, and
so on, in all of the multifarious circumstances
which can apply.

The difficulties in defining a role in a legal sense
are very real; no doubt partly because of the diffi-
culties that successive Governments have baulked
at, especially when considering legislation.
Associated with special legislation are other diffi-
culties such as the definition of an emergency and
the extent of power that will be conferred on cer-
tain people when an emergency is defined, if that
is possible, because during operations the question
of the way in which that power might be exercised
also arises. Some very clear examples of how diffi-
culties might arise have come forward, and per-
haps the most dramatic of those was given in cir-
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cumnstances similar to those which applied in the
case of the Darwin cyclone when in a completely
different legal context, under Commonwealth
supervision, all sorts of powers were exercised
which I do not think were acceptable to the people
in Darwin and which would not be acceptable to
the people in Western Australia in certain circum-
stances, however desirable in terms of planning
and overall application they might have been
thought to be from a distance.

How often have circumstances arisen in an
emergency, whether it be a flood, a cyclone,' or
even a fire, where some buildings have been left
partially damaged to the extent that they might be
considered either to be unsafe, uninhabitable, or
simply undesirable as places where people live?
Nevertheless, the owners and occupiers of those
buildings wanted to remain in them and wanted to
make temporary repairs, or perhaps they wanted,
as sometimes happens, to set up camp on the land
associated with the damaged buildings. Every one
of those circumstances gives rise to difficulties if
wve are seeking to legislate for emergency situ-
ations and we want to give people power to order
that such buildings be removed or demolished, or
to order people not to occupy them.

I have often considered that we have done
pretty well in regard to emergency issues of any
kind in our society. There are certain things over
which we need emergency powers, and they have
been dealt wvith on a specific ad hoc basis: but the
general emergency powers legislative framework
associated with the State Emergency Service is a
different matter. I have no doubt that were legis-
lation to be brought forward it would create all
kinds of problems for the draftsmen, the Parlia-
ment. and the community. I had heard that the
Government was contemplating this legislation,
and therefore I wanted to say that we should be
very cautious about such legislation. I ask the
Minister to explain the Government's attitude to
the legislation.

Mr CARR: I appreciate the comments of the
member for Dale. who is a former Minister for
Emergency Services, in paying tribute to the State
Emergency Service, It is true that it is an organis-
ation that many members and people do not have
a lot of association with, It is not in the limelight
all the time but we expect it lo be prepared and to
be available to do outstanding things when a cri sis
is thrust upon us.

Both the member for Dale and the Leader of
the Opposition referred, at some length, to legis-
lation. I am happy to indicate that the Govern-
ment shares a lot of the concerns expressed by the
Opposition.

The whole question of legislation has become a
"thing" with people involved in the State Emerg-
ency Service. They believe that it is essential to
their operation and have pressed very strongly for
it. The first experience I had, when I became
Minister, was to become aware of the push for
legislation. I was acquainted with the fact that
there were at least two drafts in existence. When I
studied those drafts, the first thing I noticed was
that they were totally different and that different
people in senior positions in the State Emergency
Service were promoting totally different drafts of
legislation and the types of powers that might be
appropriate to place in such legislation.

In the early days. I may have expressed an
indication that legislation might be appropriate.
However, I quickly round that I developed the
same sorts of concerns as have been expressed by
the Leader of the Opposition. In fact, I found that
I was not able to take exception to anything stated
by the Leader of the Opposition because his con-
cerns are the same concerns that I had. I do not
rule out the possibility that, at some future stage,
it may be considered appropriate to have legis-
lation relating to emergency services. However,
the Government has no immediate plans for the
introduction of such legislation.

As the member for Dale mentioned, we have
established a review of emergency services which
is looking principally at the co-ordination or
emergency services and is also looking at the
whole thrust of the State's approach to emergency
services. The Government's view is that we will
not consider legislation until we have the results of
that review and are able to assess the direction
that that committee believes we should take.

The member for Dale referred to regional
centres. Once again, the Government has decided
that it is appropriate for it to await the results of
the emergency services review before actually pro-
viding funds to enable regional operation centres
to be established.

Very strong claims have been put forward by
both Bunbury and Northam. Those claims are on
hold awaiting the results of the review. In the last
couple of years, there has been a considerable
upturn in the number of local emergency facilities
as distinct from regional facilities.

I was concerned when I became Minister that
only three of the 139 councils in this State had
disaster plans wvhich were approved by the State
Emergency Service and only a small number of
further councils had actually made progress
towards having their plans adopted. I am not
reflecting on the previous Government because
steps had been put in train prior to the change of
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Government to encourage councils to get involved
in local facilities anid in local interests, There has
been a considerable expansion in local facilities
and in local interests.

With regard to the question of co-ordination,
that once again has been looked at substantially
by the review committee. One aspect of co-ordi
nation that concerns me is the communication
situation where many departments have their own
communications networks. The Government is
seeking also to improve co-ordination in that re-
gard.

The situation relating to Federal-State co-
operation raised by the member for Dale was
substantially tested last year when operation
Kangaroo 83 took place. While that was more of a
military-type exercise. there was considerable SES
input into that activity. There have been a couple
of situations requiring Commonwealth assistance
such as that relating to the flooding of the Derby
road. Commonwealth support has been most
readily available to us in those situations.

Division 42 put and passed.
Division 43: Local Government, $1 518 000-
Mr TRETHOWAN: I seek leave to continue

my remarks at a later stage of the sitting.

[ease granted.

Progress
Progress reported and lcave given to sit again at

a later stage of the sitting, ont motion by Mr Carr
(Minister for Police and Emergency Services).

(Continued on page 4302.)

HEA LTH
AIDOS: MinisterialI Statecmen t

MR HODGE (Melville-Minister for Health)
[5.01 p.m.]: I seek leave of the House to make a
ministerial statement.

Leave granted.
Mr HODGE: I wish to advise this I-ouse on the

outcome of Sunday's national summit meeting
called by the Prime Minister to discuss measures
to control the spread of AIDS in this country and
how, in particular, the State Government is mov-
ing to protect the health of Western Australians.

I should like, by way of introduction, to let
members know that events last Friday gave us the
firmest possible evidence that every person in this
House has good reason to have confidence in the
health authorities and associated voluntary groups
in this State.

At 2.00 p.m, last Friday, the Commonwealth
Serum Laboratories in Melbourne advised that 50

units of blood product delivered to this State were
contaminated.

An immediate decision was taken to inform the
public and, by 4.30 p.m.. when a media conference
was called, we were able to advise that 47 of the
50 units had been traced. As members would
know, all 50 units have now been traced, and [our
patients in Western Australia were given the con-
taminated blood product.

I believe the swiftness with which health
authorities and Red Cross officials moved to trace
the blood product deserves the highest praise. and
I might add the responsible manner in which the
media in this State reported those events is to be
applauded.

The special meeting called on AIDS on Sunday.
chaired by Federal Health Minister. Dr Neal
Blewett, was attended by all State Health Minis-
ters and senior departmental officers. It included
representatives fromn the National Health and
Medical Research Council special working party
on AIDS and representatives from the Red Cross
Blood Transfusion Service, the Australian Medi-
cal Association, the Commonwealth Serum
Laboratories, and the Office of the Status of
Women in the Prime Minister's Department.

The main decisions, made at that meeting were
that-

(1) there should be urgent. co-ordinated
national action to combat the spread of
A IDS-;

(2) all Australian Health Ministers agreed
in principle on the need for a uniform
declaration to be made by blood donors
when donating blood:

(3) that the National Health and Medical
Research Council task force on AIDS
meet urgently on the question of possible
legislation th~at may be neccssary to pre-
vent false and misleading declarations
being made;

(4) that the Al IDS task force, an expert body
comprising clinicians and researchers,
and the Red Cross Blood Transfusion
Committee formulate a uniform declar-
ation for consideration by a further
Health Ministers' conference on 19
December.

(5) that there be established assessment.
counselling and support services [or
patients diagnosed as developing AlIDS,

(6) that there be a national campaign to pro-
mote blood donations by women, to warn
"at risk"~ women against donating and to
educate the public about AIDS:, and
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(7) that the States keep a register on AIDS
sufferers and provide such information
to a national register of AIDS to be es-
tabl ished by the Commonwealth.

I have briefed State Cabinet bn this national sum-
mit and advised I will be seeking State funds for
the assessment, counselling and support services
for patients with AIDS.

In the meantime, I have already allocated an
immediate $30 000 to the Red Cross Blood Trans-
fusion Service here in Western Australia so that
the local organisation can write to its 70 000 reg-
ular donors and alert them to the dangers of "at
risk" groups donating blood.

Members should be aware that blood services in
this State are run on a voluntary basis by the Red
Cross and in close co-operation with the Health
Department and hospitals. The Government subsi-
dises the Red Cross Service by approximately $2.1
million.

At present, blood donors in WA are required to
make a voluntary declaration that they are not in
the "at risk" category. I have asked the Health
Department to urgently examine the feasibility of
upgrading that requirement to a statutory declar-
ation. I have also instructed that our existing legis-
lation be carefully examined so that, if the 19
December meeting determines the shape of uni-
form laws to control the spread of AIDS, we are
ready to comply with that determination.

It was agreed at the Melbourne conference that,
as the control of AIDS is a national problem, it is
essential there be a national approach to the issue.

It is extremely important that the States do not
go off at a tangent because, as our experience last
Friday illustrates, blood products cross State bor-
ders.

1 am well aware that Queensland has already
enacted legislation which imposes heavy fines and
gaol sentences on anyone giving false information
in respect of his blood donation, but concern was
expressed at Sunday's summit that this may not be
the best approach to the problem.

The special committee to which I referred
earlier will examine Queensland's legislation along
with the other State laws. The committee will
consider the fear expressed that the haste with
which the legislation was enacted may well prove
an impediment to, and reduce the effectiveness of,
a national approach.

Red Cross officials at the national summit
reminded us all that the blood donors of this
country give their blood voluntarily. They
expressed concern that measures such as those
which have been implemented in Queensland may

deter the general community from giving blood,
for fear that they may, however unwittingly, make
a false declaration. Under the Queensland legis-
lation, it is the local director of the Red Cross
Blood Transfusion Service who would have to
make a complaint about a person making a false
declaration. Officers of the Red Cross indicated
that, because of the voluntary nature of the do-
nations, they would be loathe to take action that
could involve long gaol sentences and extremely
heavy fines.

The A IDS issue has bee n a d evastati ng probl em
for the Red Cross, for the service relies heavily on
the voluntary donations System; indeed, the vari-
ouis services across the State wage a constant
battle to ensure there are sufficient donations to
meet demand. Any rail-off in that supply could
well have serious consequences for all our hospi-
tals across the nation.

It is imperative that everything possible be done
to control the spread of AIDS. State Ministers in
Melbourne last Sunday gave their support to the
decision by the Federal Government to provide up
to $2.7 million this financial year towards the full
cost of blood screening to be undertaken by Red
Cross when screening tests are available here in
Australia.

The Australian Government has accepted an
offer by the UiS Government for a visit from a
United States Centre for Disease Control team to
review and advise on action being undertaken
within Australia to deal with AIDS.

There is no place in the discussions of this
serious matter, where the health of Australians
must be the paramount consideration, for political
point-scoring and I welcome the support of the
members of the Opposition as expressed in a news
report yesterday. I undertake to keep the Leader
of the Opposition fully informed of all develop-
ments.

Mr Hasse[]: Would you tell us the position on
the legislation announced by New South Wales?

Mr HODGE: I am not aware of any announce-
ments in New South Wales.

MR KASSELL (Cottesloe-Leader of the Op-
position) [5.09 p.m.J: The Opposition yesterday
issued a statement indicating that it would cer-
tainly support the State Government in taking ef-
fective action to deal with the problem of AIDS.
There is absolutely no doubt that AIDS is giving
the community a great deal of concern and worry
and, indeed, in some circles there is a degree of
panic.

As the Minister has rightly said, it should be
our objective to minimise that kind of reaction and
to deal with the matter in a careful and considered
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way. It is important that the Government act de-
cisively to reassure the community that everything
that can be done is being done. In particular. the
decisions of the national Health Ministers' confer-
ence must be carried through into decisive action.
Having said that, I still think there are certain
issues that need to be raised and dealt with by the
Minister and the Government.

The first is the question of legislation. I wonder
if members of the House contemplate that in a
situation in which one is dealing with a very severe
risk to the community from a disease which inevi-
tably brings about death in its victims, we can rely
on a voluntary disclosure from people who are
blood donors.

I understand the point made by the Minister
who said that if we were prepared to follow the
Queensland form of legislation, there may be some
reaction in terms of its effectiveness; but that does
not mean we should not consider the need for
legislation in Western Australia.

The second agreement reached at the minis5-
terial conference on Sunday, as outlined by the
Minister, was that all Australian Health Ministers
agreed in principle to the need for a uniform
declaration to be made by blood donors when do-
nating blood; yet we must wait until the Ministers
meet again on 19 December before we have any
consideration by anybody in authority, other than
a working party, of the need for legislation to
make it an offence for a high-risk donor to give
blood knowingly. I do not believe that that can be
accepted.

Mr Hodge: That is not correct. As I said in my
statement, we are examining all the legislation at
the moment.

Mr HASSELL: Yes, a working party has been
established, but it is only working on the concept
of the national uniform legislation being developed
at a later date.

Mr Hodge: No. It is a Federal working party,
but I have instructed my department to look at
relevant State legislation to see exactly what our
present powers are.

Mr HASSELL: I am glad to hear that;, but I
still make the point that the State Government
should not allow the current session of the Parlia-
mnent to expire without indicating its intention to
legislate.

Mr Hodge: It may not be necessary to legislate.
We already have very wide powers under the
Health Act, which is what we are checking at the
moment.

Mr HASSELL: That gives further reassurance.
However, I remind the Minister that he was

reported last Saturday as saying that there would
be no Western Australian legislation.

Mr Hodge: If I was reported as saying that. the
report was incorrect.

Mr HASSELL: In the present circumstances,
we simply should not wait until 20 December for a
decision ahout legislation to be made. While the
Queensland legislation may not be in the precise
form that the Western Australian Government
would want to adopt, in my view the legislation
should be prepared to take into account the differ-
ent circumstances that arise in these matters, and
also different degrees of guilt and punishment.

Obviously one would expect a very severe pen-
alty for a person who gave blood knowing that he
was a carrier of AIDS, or that he was a high-risk
donor, or that he actually had the disease. It would
also be obvious that one would have a completely
different approach to the matter if a donor who
subsequently proved to be either a carrier or a
disease sufferer, had no guilty knowledge at the
time of making the donation.

However, I am reassured by the Minister's
statement that an urgent examination is being
made of the Western Australian law, because his
statement presented to the House indicated that
we will see action in this area only after 19
December. The essential point is that where we
have a concern, a worry, or a crisis of confidence
such as we have in the community now, what is
needed is not so much legislation for the sake of
punishing wrongdors-they ought to be punished
after due process of law-but legislation as a
means of reassuring the community and restoring
faith in the medical system and in the system of
donation of blood, If we do not have such legis-
lation, and if the Government allows this matter to
drift, either because it is not prepared to confront
the unpleasantness of having to legislate about a
group of indentifiable people in the community, or
because, as the Minister said in his statement, "it
is essential that there be a national approach to
the issue", there is a neglect of the needs of the
community.

[Questions taken.]

Sit ting suspended froni 6. 00 to 7.15 p.m.)

Mr HASSELL: I repeat that we in this State
should not be prepared simply to await a national
decision on legislation. The Minister's statement
included the following comment-

It was agreed at the Melbourne conference
that as ihe control of AIDS is a national
problem. it is essential there be a national
approach to the issue.
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The Opposition is not opposed to a national ap-
proach. We have no quarrel with the fact that the
Health Ministers met on Sunday and took con-
certed steps to confront this problem and to deal
with it. The point I am making is that we should
not wait until 19 December before deciding
whether legislation is necessary.

The Minister, by way of interjection, indicated
that he is currently having the laws of this State
examined to see if they are adequate, or whether
any further law is needed. That is a course which
he should follow as a matter of high priority, He
should not back away from introducing special
legislation to deal with this problem if there is any
doubt as to the adequacy of the existing law.

I do not believe it will be sufficient simply to
torn the declaration made by donors into a statu-
tory declaration. Firstly, it is a difficult process. I
am working on recollection now, but my under-
standing of the law relating to statutory declar-
ations is that technically there must be a statutory
reason for making a statutory declaration. This
presents a difficulty if one wants to use it in the
general context.

Mr Hodge: What 1 had in mind was to bring in
a regulation under the Health Act if necessary to
require a statutory declaration.

Mr HASSELL: That may be so, but what is the
penalty?

Mr Hodge: Three years' imprisonment.

Mr HASSELL: Is that sufficient in all the cir-
cu msta nces?

It was not a politician but a medical man who
was quoted yesterday as saying in Queensland that
there may be some people who would deliberately
give infected blood.

Mr Hodge: You don't believe that, do you?
Mr HASSELL: I do not think it is very likely.

but then the whole situation is unlikely in itself. It
was not a politician who made that remark yester-
day, it was a man from the Red Cross. as I re-
call-

Mr Hodge: I do not think so.

Mr HASSELL: -or from the Blood Bank.
Mr Hodge: I do not think it would be anyone

from the Blood Bank.
Mr HASSELL: The comment was not made by

a politician, it was made by a medical man. I do
not have the report in front of me, so I cannot give
members its origin.

The Minister laughed when I said the maximum
penalty of three years' imprisonment for a false
declaration may be inadequate. It would be inad-
equate in circumstances where a person who knew

himself to be a carrier or a victim of AIDS were to
give blood knowingly. It would clearly be inad-
equate if that led to the death of an innocent
child-or an adult, for that matter. So I do not
think the Minister should take that point lightly.

All I am saying to the Minister is that I believe
there is a need for this question of legislation to be
dealt with very urgently; not necessarily, as I said
before, to aim at punishing people, although that
is obviously a question which arises, but from the
point of view of re-establishing public confidence
and giving people reassurance.

All the things that the Minister is doing are
directed to that. He is having a national confer-
ence;, he is saying we shall take a national, con-
certed approach; we shall bring in new equipment
from overseas; we shall check on the blood
supplies we have; and all those things are intended
to restore confidence and reassure people that the
tragedies that have happened-and they are
tragedies of major proportions-will not happen
again.

I am Saying that legislation is also an aspect of
that confidence which the Minister should con-
sider carefully and not back away from, because it
is difficult legislation, as it tends to deal with only
one group of people in the community.

As I understand it, this problem is not confined
simply to one group in the community. Several
groups are involved and the legislation does not
need to be expressed in such a way that it causes
great difficulty in that regard. What is important
is the restoration of public confidence and faith.

1 intended to say something about two other
aspects. Firstly, I wanted to seek reassurance from
the Minister that the screening equipment, if that
is what it is, and the screening processes, would be
carried out in Western Australia. I understood the
Minister to respond to that at question time with
an answer to the member for Moore, which was
the question I had discussed with that member
earlier in the day. At that time the Minister said
that there would certainly be equipment in Perth
and it would operate as soon as the necessary
processes, procedures, and chemicals could be
brought in from the United States.

The other aspect of the matter on which I
intended to comment was the checking of existing
blood stocks, whether whole blood or the deriva-
tives to which the Minister referred. Again my
understanding from the Minister's answer during
question time was that additional resources had
been allocated. That is a point that we made yes-
terday in our public statement. We said+ the Minis-
ter would certainly have our backing if he chose to
make available additional resources to the Red
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Cross for the purpose of checking, and we com-
mend the action the Minister has taken in making
those resources available.

Undoubtedly we have not heard the end of this
matter. It will be- a daily issue. There will be daily
complications and various aspects to be con-
sidered. No doubt on many occasions the Minister
will have to face up to it.

Given the answers the Minister has conveyed
already to the House an the other aspects, I simply
say to him that, without necessarily copying any-
one else, but simply for our own State, our own
needs, and our own reassurance, the Minister
o ught to move very quickly and decisively on the
legislative side, and that is really the urging that I
leave him in this statement.

APPROPRIATION (CONSOLIDATED
REVENUE FUND) HILL

In Conihtee
Resumed from an earlier stage of the sitting.

The Chairman of Committees (Mr Barnett) in the
Chair; Mr Brian Burke (Treasurer) in charge of
the Bill.

Division 43: Local Governmlent, $1 518 000-
Progress was reported after Division 43 had

been partly considered.
Mr TRETHOWAN: I shall raise a number of

concerns which local government has at present, I
have already mentioned one of those concerns and
the Minister has said, in answer to a question, that
he does not intend to assist; but it still represents a
major cost which is being faced currently by local
authorities throughout the State. I refer to the cost
of implementing the Government's adult franchise
legislation. There appears to be no provision for it
within the Estimates.

Many shires are finding that the shire clerk
must spend a tremendous amount of time sorting
out problems which occur in respect of the elec-
toral rolls supplied by the Chief Electoral Officer.
Those electoral rolls are supposedly divided accu-
rately into wards to provide ward rolls for those
local authorities.

However, when the rolls are received, very con-
siderable differences exist between the wards
allocated to people on the State electoral roll and
those whose residences are registered in the
csisting ward rolls.

The problem was foreseeable, but I do not think
the extent of the problem was foreseen by the
Government and it certainly was not foreseen by
localI government in terms of its effect.

This is not just a one-off problem. It is some-
thing which will have to be monitored continually.

Each time a change occurs in the State electoral
roll, a change will have to occur in each of the
wards, and each of those changes will have to be
checked.

The principal problem relates to the fact that
many addresses, particularly in rural areas. on the
State electoral roll relate to post office boxes or
postal addresses generally- If they are addresses to
post office boxes, they relate to the town centre for
the district, whereas the residences of the people
involved may be on farming properties a consider-
able distance away from the town centre.

It has been extremely difficult for many local
authorities to sort out the matter and ensure that
those people who have registered as residents
under the rules provided by the Chief Electoral
Officer, because they are on the Legislative As-
sembly roll, are accurately allocated to the wards.

One case which was pointed out to me related to
a town which had its own municipal authority
surrounded by a shire. In at least one case, and
probably in many more, the residences of a num-
her of people on the State electoral roll were on
properties within the shire, but their postal
addresses were within the town, and they had been
enrolled on the town district roll as opposed to the
roll where they should have been enrolled as resi-
dents, which was in the neighbouring shire.

It seems to me that, in the long term, this is
another cost which will have to be borne by the
ra tepayer.

There appears to be no desire by the Govern-
ment to come to terms with the additional cost,
time and effort which the introduction of adult
franchise legislation has caused in many rural
authorities. I understand there have also been a
number of difficulties in metropolitan authorities,
particularly the large ones, in ensuring that the
roles are accurately justified. In relation to that
also I have received many expressions of concern,
again particularly by shires in rural areas, about
the question of changes to ward boundaries and
changes to municipal boundaries.

In relation to municipal boundaries, the Oppo-
sition's position is quite clear. We support the
premise that exists within the current Act which
substantially requires any change in municipal
boundaries to be assented to by referendum of
electors in both municipalities. Certainly, we see
this as a major and important part of the auton-
omy of local government, because it puts the de-
cision back to those people who will be principally
affected by it. I would strongly oppose any move
away from that situation because I feel it would be
an attack on the autonomy of the local authorities
involved, particularly if there was a move to re-
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move that power to change municipal boundaries
from the decision-making processes in the local
authorities concerned to the State Government
level.

In relation to ward boundaries, the problems
that have been raised concern the Government's
obsession with population as being the principal
and perhaps only criteria on which wards should
be distributed. It seems to me that this is another
classic example of the Government's inability to
understand and appreciate the needs of rural
areas, particularly those raced by communities
which have widespread, low density populations in
part of their municipalities and sometimes quite
high concentrations of population in other parts.

While I have travelled around quite a number of
the shires in this State at no time have I really
been approached by the local population express-
ing concern about current ward structure or the
representation within those wards. In fact, if it has
been brought to my attention at all it has been
done by the council which has said it believes a
minor modification may be suitable, and in many
cases it affects what is known as the town Ward
within the municipality. In a number of cases
when they have approached the Minister about
this matter they have been told he was unprepared
to accept a minor modification but wanted a more
general modificatioin because of the way he saw
the population densities within] d particular shire,

This was the story I got, not just in one place.
but in quite a number of places. It seemed to me
that this again underlined the fact that the
Government does not appear to understand the
way in which people in rural areas want their local
government to function. Many councils have
indicated to me as a whole that they feel it is a slur
to infer that parts of their municipality are not
adequately represented. They assure me that when
they make decisions on budgetary allocations for a
whole year. they review the shire in total and they
make this budgetry allocation on the basis of
where the most need exists within the shire.

In somne eases, and I have been given examples.
the greatest need exists within the townsite. In
other cases it exists in servicing rural road areas
within the shire. It has always seemed to me that
that is the way in which local government operates
in rural areas. The council considers the needs of
the shire as a Whole, not on the basis of the way in
which ward boundaries are drawn. The advantage
of having wards is that the people living in that
ward know which councillor to contact when they,
havc something to complain about. That again has
been brought to my attention a number of times in
different parts of the State: that people see the
ward structure as letting them know who are the

councillors in their area. It distributes the
workload amongst the councillors, because if there
are no wards within a council area there is a
tendency for some councillors to get a higher
workload than others.

When I have travelled around this point has
been made to me very frequently; that people see
representation meeting the needs of the com-
munity. they see councils making decisions for the
municipality as a whole on the needs of the mu-
nicipality, and they see the advantage of a ward
structure as being a way int which individual coun-
cillors can be accountable and contactable by par-
ticular sections of that municipality. They know
who to contact, where they are and what their
telephone numbers are because they, are their rep-
resentatives.

The fear that has been expressed is that the
Minister may move, because he has absolute
power in this regard, to require changes to ward
boundaries that are not suitable and do not meet
the needs and expectations of those local com-
munities because of his and the Government's
eommitment to a distribution of wards for rep-
resentation on a population basis.

Another problem which local governments gen-
erally seem to be finding at the present time re-
lates to the various forms of grant funding that
they have received. There are two parts to this: the
first relates to the allocation of personal income
tax grants. There is a feeling amiong many rural
shires that they have been losing significantly in
the application of PIT grants in the last two years
and that the metropolitan and larger urban shires
have benefited substantially from those appli-
cations. I know the Minister has already answered
a question of mine in that regard. indicating that
the Grants Commission had not altered the for-
mula and there was little ehange in the ratio be-
tween this year and last year. However, going
back further than that, the rural shires certainly
expressed concern that they had apparently been
losing significant quantities of the PIT distributed
funds they had previously enjoyed.

The other area that is of great, if not greater
concern, and 1 am sure this is also of concern to
the Government. is the whole question of road
grant funding. Two levels of concern have been
expressed to me; one relates to the distribution of
road grants and the second relates to the allo-
cation that this State receives from the Common-
wealth allocation of road funds. I believe we are
facing over the next few years a very serious situ-
ation where, because of the preoccupation of
Labor Governments with population as the
principal criterion for the distribution of lax rev-
enues. we in this State will be greatly
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disadvantaged in the way our road funds are
provided as a proportion of the national cake. It
seems quite clear that, if the moves and reports
currently being studied are accepted, Western
Australia will be. along with Queensland. a major
loser in the amount of money we are likely to
receive as a proportion of the total moneys
provided by the Commonwealth in future Budgets,
in spite of the fact that we have very large geo-
graphical areas and very long lengths of road
which have to be maintained at very great cost.
Those roads are essential not only to our agricul-
tural and pastoral industries, but also to the devel-
opment of mineral exploration, and in many cases
the operation of active mines.

Local authorities have been concerned that they
will no longer be able to maintain the road systems
into their shires at the level they have been able to
achieve in the past. This is in spite of the fact that
they have a determination ot just to maintain but
also to improve those systems which are essential
to the long term viability of thetr shires.

I would hope that the Minister for Local
Government and the Minister for Transport, in
whose area it principally rests, will take up this
matter strongly with the Commonwealth. I can
assure them that they have our strong support in
fighting for an increase in the proportion of road
funds for this State. I am sure we can demonstrate
that need, because of the geographical require-
ments of this State, its size, and the length of our
roads. Those are some of the important criteria
that arc frequently overlooked.

I am aware that the Minister for Transport and
the Minister for Local Government arc aware of
that fact, but I urge them to start fighting as
strongly as they can, and to keep it up, otherwise
we in this State will be the losers. The rural areas
will be the losers if we do maintain the current
level of national road fund grants.

One other matter of concern expressed to me,
and which I did relay to the Minister representing
the Minister for Budget Management when we
were dealing with "Miscellaneous Services" in the
Budget. was a decline in the amount of funds
allocated to the local authority assistance fund. I
understand that is a process which has been

u ndcrtakcn: thai is, to run down the funds avail-
able. That fund had not been specifically tied to
any particular project. It was flexible in its appli-
cation and that gave it considerable attraction.

I am aware that in sonmc sections there has. been
a considerable increase in the areas of the regional
cultural facilities contribution trust fund and that
should prove an advantage to those local
authorities which are in the position to develop

cultural facilities. However, I make the point that
some concern is felt about the lack of flexibility
and the amount of funds now in the local
authorities assistance fund. it is a very small in-
deed and the flexibility which was possessed by
that fund is no longer available to meet special
needs.

I presume the Minister has read this evening's
Daily News. I know the Government accuses the
Opposition of pulling questions out of the Daily
News, but in this situation I refrained from asking
a question of the Minister this evening, because I
knew this debate was coming forward and I
wanted to air the matter more fully than a ques-
tion would allow. An article in the newspaper re-
lates to the Shire of Plantagenet in respect of its
CEP programme. The headline is dramatic. On
page one it states "Sits. vac.-white men need not
apply." One paragraph in the second column
really outlines the concern of the council. It says
that according to the council it Was told by the
CEP group in Perth to employ four Aborigines
and four women. Five had to be long-term unem-
ployed people.

The reason I raise this matter is that it follows
comments I made when the member for Gascoyne
and I were debating the Equal Opportunity Bill. I
asked questions of the member for Gosnells, who
wvas handling the Bill on behalf of the Govern-
ment. in relation to the second last part of the Bill.
which dealt with equal opportunities in the public
sector.

It was quite clear that the Bill provided for
positive discrimination policies instituted by the
Government to be applied through the mechan-
isms of the Bill to all Government departments
and all statutory authorities that were the re-
sponsibility of the State Government. The pointed
question that I raised was, "Did this relate to the
ability for the Government to impose its positive
discrimination policies on local government?" The
answer I received was, "Yes, it did"'. At the time I
expressed concern that that was an attack upon
the autonomy of local government-an attack
which was unwarranted and which should not
have occurred.

During that debate the member for Gascoyne
expressed concern that that part of the Bill would
result in quotas and the kind of problems which
existed in the United States. It would result in all
the inefficiencies that those quotas have been
shown to produce. Particular reference was made
to the United States, and the member for
Gascoyne made extensive reference to that prob-
lem. We were assured by the Government that
that was not the intent of that Bill and that would
not be the situation.
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It is true that CEP grants are Commonwealth
grants. However, the point is still made that the
Shire of Plantagenet is required to use quotas in
relation to employment of people in a CEP pro-
gramme-the very thing we were told would not
happen. Does the Government intend to im-
plement equal opportunity within the public sec-
tor in this State, and within local authorities gen-
erally, in exactly the same way?

I will illustrate the background of this particu-
lar application. The Shire of Plantagenet has an
excellent record in its employment of 22 perma-
nent staff. Of the outside staff currently employed
by the shire, two are Aborigines and they rank
among the best workers the shire has. In a current
CEP programme the shire is running for 12
months, which relates to the cleaning of road
verges, the removal of rubbish from culverts, and
the cutting back of vegetation where it interferes
with the line of sight for people driving along the
road, three people are employed presently, one of
whom is an Aboriginal.

When those positions were originally
advertised-t here were two programmes involving
14 positions-only three women were referred for
those 14 positions- None of the three women actu-
ally turned up for an interview, It was therefore
not possible for the council to employ them.

Of the 14 people who turned up for the inter-
view, three were Aboriginal and two were selected
and finally employed. Although there were 14
positions in the two programmes, they were run
consecutively to provide longer-term employment
for the people involved. One of those people is still
employed and will presumably be employed until
the programme runs out in March.

The shire has currently made application for
two grants, one of which was for $14000 which
represents an employment programnie for three
people over 13 weeks. The application was made
under the normal conditions. It was not until the
Shire of Plantagenet was advised that its appli-
cation had been accepted that a further condition
was placed on that grant and the further condition
was that, of the three people employed, three had
to be Aborigines-

Mr Hassell: Does that not offend the equal
opportunities legislation?

Mr TRETHOWAN: I believe it offends anyone
who believes that discrimination should not be
practised, particularly discrimination on the
grounds of race.

The second application was made for eight
people for 26 weeks. That programme was to in-
clude the town drainage system, which pro-
gramme involved the use of jackhammers, the

laying of concrete, and strenuous physical labour.
When the acceptance of that application came
through, the condition was attached to it that, of
the eight people to be employed, four had to be
Aborigines and four had to be female. Of those,
five had to be long-term unemployed, It seems to
me, as it seemed to the shire, that this is making a
mockery of any pretence of non-discriminatory
practices in terms of employment.

The shire raised very strong objections stating
that these conditions affected its responsibility as
sponsor of the projects to make those programmes
work, It sees its responsibility as being to ensure
that the best and most suitable applicant from the
long-term unemployed is employed in its projects
irrespective of race or sex. The record of the shire
shows quite clearly that that is the basis upon
which it has made selections in the past.

As I have said, the shire currently employs two
Aborigines out of a staff of 22 outdoor personnel,
and they are amongst the best workers. Of the
three people currently employed in the CEP pro-
gramme, one is an Aboriginal. He was put on that
project not because he was an Aboriginal, but
because he was a suitable long-term unemployed
person who was qualified and who wanted the job.

The two Aborigines employed on the outside
staff of the shire are employed not because they
arc Aborigines but because they are first-class
workers, because they can do the job and want to
do the job, and because the shire is very happy
with them, as it is with the rest of its outside staff.

This situation is an example of the Government
turning around and saying, "You have got to
positively discriminate on the basis of race and sex
in the operation of this programme or you do not
get the funds". it does not matter that there might
be some good people in the locality who are long-
term unemployed, who desperately want jobs, and
who could do the job very well but happen to be of
Caucasian origin or happen to be male. That does
not concern the Commonwealth in its acceptance
of applications for these funds.

How will the shire account to the people who
pay the taxes and for whom it is responsible for
administering the funds if it cannot find four Ab-
original people or four females to do the heavy
manual work of extending the town drainage
system, which work involves the use of jackham-
mers and heavy manual labour? How will it apply
the criteria forced on it to ensure that the tax-
payers' funds are applied as efficiently as poss-
ible?

The shire has no argument with the condition
that people employed on CEP programmes must
be long-term unemployed because those arc the
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people in the community that they are designed to
help. However, the shire thinks it is ridiculous,
offensive, and discriminatory for the Government
to suddenly place conditions not previously ad-
vised to th~e shire when it made application. I
repeat those conditions: Of the three people to be
employed, three must be Aborigines; and, of the
eight to be employed. four must be Aborigines and
four must be female. Is that the type of positive
discrimination we will see under the State Equal
Opportunity Bill which has been passed by this
Chamber? Is this the kind of positive discrinmi-
nation that will flow through Government depart-
ments and statutory authorities? Is that the kind
of discrimination that will be selectively forced on
the public sector through the provisions of the
Bill?! I might add also that the Bill also allows that
sort of discrimination to be selectively forced on
any chosen local authority without its having been
forced on all of them-at least that is the way I
read the legislation,

What is the Government going to do about the
situation in which the Shire of Plantagenet finds
itself with the Commonwealth applying those con-
ditions to those CEP grants? Does this Govern-
ment really believe that there should be equal
opportunity and no discrimination in the
workplace, or does it believe that positive discrimi-
nation should be exercised in respect of so-called
minority groups and that quotas should be applied
on employment? That is the way the Common-
wealth appears to be interpreting its equal
opportunities legislation and that is the way the
Shire of Plantagenet is interpreting what can be
done to it. I believe those are very serious ques-
tions. They call the credibility of the Government
into question in respect of equal opportunity. I will
be interested in what action the Minister proposes
to take to assist the Shire of Plantagenet with the
unreasonable nature of the latest conditions that
have been placed on i ts CEI-P gra nt.

Mr Gordon Hill: Have you spoken to the Shire
of Plantagenet.

Mr TRETHOWAN: I have spoken to members
of that shire.

Mr Gordon Hill: I understand that they are
embarrassed about the article in the newspaper
because it is no; totally correct.

Mr TRETHOWAN: I understand that the
shire applied for two grants; one grant for three
people for 13 weeks at a cost of $14 000. and
another for eight people for 26 weeks' work. The
first one was approved with the condition that the
three people must be Aborigines. The second one
came back with the condition applied that the
eight people employed must include four Aborigi-

nes. and four females, and that Five of those people
must be long-term unemployed. I do not know
whether the member for Helena wishes to chal-
lenge those statements or wvhether he supports the
conditions. I presume front his silence that he does
support the conditions the Commonwealth has ap-
plied to the CEP programme on these grants: that
is, not allowing the Shire of Plantagenet to select
the most appropriate long-term unemployed per-
sons to do the job for which the grant has been
issued. Obviously there is a need for the weork to be
done. Presumably the member for Helena ap-
Proves Of that form of positive discrimination and
the introduction of quotas in that sense for em-
ployment. The member for Helena is very quiet on
this subject.

Mr Gordon Hill: The nienmber is not giving me a
chance to say anything. I understand that the con-
ditions relate to ant optimum situation and that if
those conditions cannot be complied with there are
other opportunities for the work to be done.

Mr TRETHOWAN: In other words the mem-
ber is saying that if the shire cannot find four
females willing to be employed, it will not dip out
totally but it will have a chance to employ another
four Aborigines.

Mr Gordon Hill: You arc being pedantic.
Mr TRETHOWAN: I am not being pedantic.

The conditions of the grants are that positive dis-
crimination should be exercised. Is the member for
Helena, or the Treasurer who is interjecting from
a different part of the Chamber, suggesting that
no pos itive discrimination is being applied to these
grants?

Mr Gordon Hill: Positive discrimination does
not have to be applied.

Mr TRETHOWAN: It does. These conditions
apply to the grants in the sanme way as other
conditions apply. The conditions were imposed
after acceptance of the grants and not before. The
shire did not know the conditions would be at-
tached until after the grants had been approved. It
is positive discrimination oF the kind that the
Government said it did not seek to introduce when
its Equal Opportunity Bill was presented. What is
the Government going to do about it'?

The Shire of Plantagenet has an excellent emn-
ploynicent record and it has not discriminated in
choosing employees. It picks the best person to do
the job irrespective of that person's race or sex. It
employs 22 outside staff, two of whom are Abor-
igines. They are two of the most valued workers
and they arc employed because they do the job
well, they, want. to do it, and they get on wvith it,

Mr MacKinnon: This Government endorses the
conditions on which the CEP grants were made.
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Mr TRETHOWAN: It does endorse those con-
ditions; and what hypocrisy that is.

Mr Burkett: The CEP is doing a better job than
job bank did, and that cannot be denied.

Mr TRETHOWAN: I am not arguing about
the CEP but about the fact that the original CEP
application was submitted on the basis of work
that needed to be done and that long-term unemn-
ployed people would be employed on that job.
However, when approval was granted it came
back with conditions that required positive dis-
crimination to a minority group and on the basis
of sex, not equal opportunity. If one happens to be
an unemployed Caucasian living in the Shire of
Plantagenet and one wants to get onto one of these
jobs for work experience, it is not possible if there
happen to be four Aborigines or females who want
the job, because they will get first preference due
to the conditions applied to the grant.

Mr Burkett: I believe that there are a number of
Aborigines and women unemployed in the Shire of
PI'antagenet and that that information was fed
through the secretariat. The shire has been told
that if women are not suitable for the drainage
work the shire can contact the secretariat and ask
for a change in the conditions. I spoke to Mr Nick
Nicholls on this subject and I think the member
for East Melville should have updated his re-
search.

Mr TRETHOWAN: I did update my research.
I spoke to a person superior to that gentleman.
The fact remains that those conditions were ap-
plied to the grant and the conditions exist. The
shire contests them with the CEP, but they were
applied.

Mr Burkett: Mr Nicholls said that the shire was
delighted with the money being channelled into
the local authority and that he would be
contacting the secretariat tomorrow. He would be
contacting them not to challenge the grant buL to
have meaningful discussions and to say that it may
be that four women will not be suitable to do the
drainage work.

Mr TRETHOWAN: That is exactly what I said
this evening. Women may not be suitable to do the
drainage work. Why then did the secretariat apply
conditions to the work which it knew was a drain-
age programme in the First place? Either the CEP
committee did not know it was a drainage works
programme and in that case it did not know what
the money would be applied to;, or it applied a
condition that four of the eight employees must be
women in the full knowledge of the type of work
involved.

Mr Davies: It is not discriminating against
women or men. Surely the committee has a broad

picture of the employment situation in the district
and would make its recommendations on the basis
of that. I am certain that the conditions are nego-
tiable. I do not know why the member is going off
his brain. You should be glad they are getting the
money.

Mr TRETHOWAN: I am raising this matter
because a Bill passed through this Parliament
called the Equal Opportunity Bill and it has a
section which allows positive discrimination in
public sector employment. The Government con-
firmed during the passage of the Bill that it allows
this positive discrimination to be applied to local
government. An employment grant that requires
four out of eight employees to be Aborigines and
four to be female does not represent equal oppor-
tunity.

The C HA IR M AN: Order! I ask t he member to
address his remarks to the Chair and to try to
ignore the interjections. Perhaps then we shall
move a little quicker. We seem to have been on
this subject for a long time.

Mr TRETHOWAN: I agree with you, Mr
Chairman, and I thank you. I was spurred on by
the inanity of the interjections.

I raise also with the Minister the question of
whether a restructuring of the Department of Lo-
cal Government is taking place. I will ask ques-
tions on significant increases that appear in some
nf the items when we consider individual items. I
ask whether the Minister intends to change the
current structure of the department to expand it,
or whether the quite considerable increases in
some costs arose [or other reasons.

I applaud the granting of community employ-
ment programme funds to the Shire of
Plantagenet. The work must be done, and there
are sufficient long-term unemployed people in the
area to carry it out. However, I express my very
great concern, and I ask the Government to al-
leviate the positive discrimination conditions that
have been applied to this grant by the CEP sec-
retariat.

Mr MacKINNON: I will touch on the matter
raised by the member for East Melville in relation
to the conditions applying to CEP allocations to
local authorities. On 13 November, a question was
asked on this matter in the Legislative Council,
and the points made by the member for East
Melville are pertinent to this matter.

The question was raised by Hon. David
Wordsworth as fol lows-

()Is he aware of the conditions which were
set out in separate letters to the shires
about the sex and race of the people to
be employed for those projects?
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The member was talking about CEP allocations.
Mt Cart: I presume he was asking the Minister

for Employment and Training.
Mr Mr MacKINNON: That is correct.
Mr Carr: It really would be more appropriate so

deal with it under that Minister's estimates.
Mr MacK INNON: I intended to raise it at that

time: but this instance applies to local authorities.
Mr Davies: Will it also apply to the Conser-

vation Council and other organisations like that?
Mr MacKINNON: l am not aware if that is the

case. The question related to local authorities, as I
understand it. The second part of the question
read as follows-

(2) Is he aware of the proportion they rep-
resent of the unemployed people in the
shires concerned?

To that. Hon. Peter Dowding replied-
(1) and (2) Funds for the community em-

ployment programme are provided on
the basis of guidelines which are laid
down by the Federal Government and
agreed to by all State Governments
throughout Australia.

So this State Government agreed to the guidelines.
The Minister (or Employment and Training
continued-

Those guidelines must be adhered to for
each project-

Not '.iF"or "but": he said they must be adhered to
for each project; and he continued-

-and I am not in a position to authorise
any waiver of those guidelines.

The CHAIRMAN: Is the member reading
from the current Hansard?

Mr MacKINNON: It is the Hansard of 13
November.

The CHAIRMAN: 1 draw your attention to
Standing Order No. 127 which reads as follows-

No Member shall allude to any debate.
during the current Session, in the other
House of Parliament.

Point of Order

Mr TRETHOWAN: The member for Murdoch
was referring to a question. Can that be regarded
as a debate'? I would have thought it was a matter
of public information and therefore that that
Standing Order would not apply.

The CHAIRMAN: I thank the Member (or
East Melville for his query. As I see it, the reason
for this Sianding Order is that this Chamber must
be the master of its Own destiny, without being

influenced by anything which happens in the other
place. Accordingly, I rule that this Matter should
not be discussed.

Mr MacK INNON: I bow to your ruling. Sir. I
will no longer refer to the question, as I have used
it for my purpose. However. I ask you to reflect
upon the point raised by the member for East
Melville. I used a question and answer to give a
factual situation. I would need to refer to them
somehow in order to obtain the facts to support
my argument. It is not a debate.

I do not disagree with your ruling at this stage,
but I ask you to consider the point made by the
member for East Melville in due course, when you
have sufficient time.

Commit tee Resumed
Mr MacKINNON: In any event, the point is

quite clear. The Government agreed to the pro-
visions of the CEP grants, and the Minister
indicated that the guidelines must be adhered to.
That is the point made by the member for East
Melville.

I direct the attention of the Chamber to the
position of a man in Mingenew who has been
unemployed for more than 12 months. He is a
Caucasian with a seven-year-old son, and he was
previously a roadhouse operator. He is now
registered for employment with the Common-
wealth Employment Service. Hc has been urtem
ployed since November 1983. He has Met regu-
larly with CES officers when they have come to
Mingenew, but he has not received one job offer in
all of that time.

As 1 understand it, the CEP funds are supposed
to assist the long-term unemployed and particular
disadvantaged groups. This fellow has been unemn-
ployed for about 12 months. As he was keen to get
a job. when he saw that the Shire of Mingenew
had been allocated 329 844. he went to the shire
and said, "if that money has been allocated, I'd
like to get a job as part of the programme".

The shire had previously had CEP funds
allocated to it. The man was advised that the CEP
grant allocated to the Shire of Mingenew was
made on the basis that it would be given only if
three Aborigines and one female were employed.
That is the point at issue.

This matter could well come under another Div-
ision of the Estimates; but the point at issue in
relation to the Minister for Local Government is
that it affects local authorities and their ability to
employ people to carry out work. That is also the
point raised by the member for East Melville.

This sort of provision is in direct contravention
of the legislation which we debated a short time
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ago when we were talking about equal oppor-
tunity. Here we have a man who has been unem-
ployed for 12 months and has a seven-year-old
son: he is doing a correspondence course to Up-
grade his qualifications so he can obtain a job. He
has even travelled to the metropolitan area in
search of jobs. Under this grant, he is being
positively discriminated against by this Govern-
ment and the rules and regulations with which it
agrees. I do not think that is reasonable.

The man to whom I referred does not think it is
reasonable, and it is time the Government
reviewed the conditions to make sure that all un-
employed people, irrespective of their ethnic or
racial backgrounds are treated equally.

Mr RUSH-TON: I refer to the commitment by
the Minister for Local Government at a meeting
relating to local government ward boundaries. H-e
said that he would not press the local government
authorities to introduce his demand for one-vote-
one-value in wards. Some local authorities have
expressed concern about this matter because, since
that time, they have received letters. Will the
Minister confirm that he is not pressing the local
authorities according to the commitment he made
at a meeting?

At the same time, on reflection, even though the
amendment in another place was not exactly as we
would have liked, it does have some impact on the
Minister's decisions and it does not restrict him in
his desire to change the ward boundaries in a
council subject to his dictum. I think he should
reflect on that. Despite the fact that he wanted to
make out that we had not achieved what we
wanted to do, according to the legal advice I have
had, the effect of the amendment is to impede his
efforts.

Mr Carr: It must be really good legal advice if
that is what you are being told.

Mr RUSHTON: Right.
It was the will of the Parliament and subject to

challenge, and it will be interesting to see what
happens if the Minister proceeds with his inten-
tions against the will of local government to im-
pose upon it ward boundaries and representations
which are the opposite of commonsense. We all
know in places like Halls Creek one can have
representation of five from the town and two from
the country. That would be totally out of balance:
and so it goes on throughout the countryside. This
is just one of the Minister's decisions that has
caused local government great concern-such con-
cern that is very apprehensive of the Minister's
intentions.

The other item I refer to briefly is the allocation
of local government grants. Firstly, can the Minis-

ter tell me who are the current members of the
Western Australian Grants Commission? There
has been some change in recent times. From my
own observation and looking at the percentage
allocation it would be wrong to say there was a
total political bias, but if one looks at those coun-
cils which have done best, it does look as though
some bias exists.

Mr Carr: Oh come on! You know better than
that; you were the Minister at one stage and you
know it is not possible to do that.

Mr RUSHTON: 1 did not intrude on the basis
of 70 per cent needs and 30 per cent as of right; it
was 80 per cent as of right and 20 per cent needs,
which took away from the Minister, or any
Government and the committee, the ability to in-
trude and make these favourable decisions. Coun-
cils in the country towards which this Government
professes to be thoughtful and helpful are being
discriminated against and they are feeling it. The
grants which have been allocated are their right
under the allocation of Commonwealth grants to
the State; and if one took a vote among country
shires one would find close to 100 per cent prefer
our allocation to this present one. The city
municipalities have made a gain because of num-
bers and because the loading is in their favour, It
is very difficult to equate the needs of a town such
as Halls Creek against the needs of the City of
Perth, but the percentage increase is out of kilter
in that regard.

A coalition Government would have to look at
this grant allocation when it returns to office and
examine it critically to restore to local government
the balance which existed before. The allocation of
80:20 was at the request of local government; a
little later a few anomalies arose and they
requested 70 per cent as of right and 30 per cent
on a needs basis, and that was acceptable to themn.
I put the question to local government representa-
tives whenever I can and ask them for their reac-
tion, having had the experience of the two systems:
and they have been unswerving in their desire to
have the old formula re-apply. I would like the
Minister to comment on that aspect. Obviously he
is having his own experience in this regard and
might like to indicate whether he is prepared to
swing back a little more to the as-of-right side and
a little less on the so-called needs side and see if
we can get a better balance than atI present.

Mr CARR: A fairly long and rambling series of
different items have been raised during the last
hour or so and a few of themn relate to other
Ministers and to other Governments. I will try to
cover as many of them as I can in reply, at least
those which relate to my own portfolio.
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I am aware that some costs are being experi-
enced by councils in preparing the electoral rolls
for the first election under the new system in May
next year. Most of those costs could be considered
to be on a one-off basis, although I am aware that
there will be a continuation of some costs in the
following years. The point should be made, how-
ever, that the biggest single cost being experienced
by councils at present relates to the new amend-
ment that was put through the Parliament in the
last week or so which provides that owners are to
be placed on the roll automatically, and that
where people are eligible to be on the roll for two
different reasons, the roll shall be consolidated so
that their name appears only once.

That really is the time-consuming and costly
problem as far as the rolls are concerned, I remind
members that that was not part of the Govern-
men~s proposal when we first brought electoral
reform to the Chamber. It was included at the
request of the Opposition as part of a compromise
measure. The costs associated with that part of the
preparation of the rolls must be laid at the feet of
the Opposition and not of the Government.

Mr Trethowan: At least it protected the fran-
chise of ratepayers.

Mr CARR: The member raised the point about
the cost and 1 am responding to that by saying the
costs are not all due to our amendment; they are
due in part at leat-quite a substantial part-to
the amendment put forward by the Opposition and
subsequently agreed to.

Mr Trethowan: If you had not introduced your
amendment the municipal rolls in existence up to
now would have been sufficient.

Mr CARR: We would have continued to have a
totally undemocratic system. We are not going
through the debate on electoral reform tonight. I
hope, otherwise we will not get out of Parliament
before Christmas, let alone this week.

I refer briefly to the second point which related
to council boundaries and indicate the Govern-
ment is concerned at the present situation whereby
a very inflexible legislative provision exists which
makes it almost impossible to change council
boundaries. Problems exist in several parts of the
State where geographic changes have occurred
which have not been able to be matched by
changes in council boundaries. Most of the major
regional centres face the problem where the urban
area has spilled over the town council boundaries
into the surrounding rural council. There are also
problems around the outskirts of the metropolitan
area where urban areas are spilling into rural
shires and creating considerable difficulties which
many people see as being appropriate to be

redressed but which cannot be redressed because
of the legislation. The Government has not com-
mitted itself to any particular course of action
with regard to any proposals for legislative change
with regard to this matter, although I make the
point that I have flagged to local government on a
number of occasions my concern for this particu-
lar problem.

Referring to the question of ward boundaries
raised by the members for Dale and East Melville,
againt the Government makes no apologies for its
view that the principal determining factor in
deciding how many electors and councillors there
should be in each ward is the question of the
number of electors per couneillor. We have been
prepared to respond reasonably to suggestions put
forward by different councils and to compromise
in a number of cases, but I make the point that we
believe the principle to be a valid one and we
adhere to it.

During the last 12 months or so I have engaged
in a number of examples of consultation with dif-
ferent councils which have arrived at new ward
boundaries which are substantially closer to a
democratic system but which in each case make
allowance for various local circumstances. A num-
ber of members of che Opposition have been
present at meetings where I have met with coun-
cils and have negotiated agreements. I do not
think many of them would claim that I have been
unfair or too dogmatic in my approach to those
councils.

The member for East Melville, made some com-
ments in respect of the ward system as a whole.
The member just indicated he did not suggest this,
but I got the impression from what he said that he
thought there was some threat to the ward system
as a whole. I assure the member that I have no
intention of taking any action along those lines.

The question of funding was raised both by the
member for Dale and the member for East
Melville, and there seems to be some misapprehen-
sions among members opposite with regard to the
local government Grants Commission. First of all,
there has not been a specific shift either in the
means of allocation or in the percentages which
have gone to the city or country areas. If members
look at the percentages over a period of eight or
nine years they will see there has been a drift of
approximately one per cent or perhaps slightly
more than one per cent from the country to the
city during that time. The percentage normally is
roughly in the vicinity of 60 per cent to the
country and 40 per cent to the city, and it has not
changed very much during the eight or nine years
of the Grants Commission system.
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It is interesting for me to find that the Grants
Commission is criticised and indirectly I am
criticised from both sides of the argument. The
Grants Commission gets criticised in the country
because too much money is going to the city and
city people complain that too much money is going
to the country in terms of the grant per capita in
country areas. Certainly on a per capita basis
people in country areas get vastly more money
than do their city counterparts.

Mr Rushton: It needs to be that way because
revenue is more difficult to raise in the country.

Mr CARR: Exactly, that is the reason for that.
I am just making the point that it is the case that
country people do get more in that way. There has
been some misunderstanding in a number of coun-
cils throughout the Stare which have referred to
the percentage increase that they have received in
this year's grant over last year's grant. Tat really
fails to understand the system that councils are
assessed on the basis of their relative needs in a
particular year. Grants are not made on the basis
of percentage increases over the previous year.

I will now answer a couple of particular points
niade by the member for Dale, He asked me about
the composition of the Grants Commission. The
chairman is Dr Michael Wood, the departmental
representative is Steve Cole, and the Local
Government Association representative is Pat
Ryan, although he has recently resigned because
he ceased to be a councillor. The LGA has agreed
for him to continue as their representative until
Deceniber when they will have completed their
proceedings and will put a new nomination to me.
The Country Shire Councils Association represen-
tative is Ray Finlayson. I am not sure of the name
of the Treasury representative. We are looking at
the question of whether it is appropriate for
Treasury to be represented on the Grants Com-
mission now that the guidelines have been put into
place.

Mr Rushton: What about the chairman'? He
has another responsibility.

Mr CARR: We are also looking at that
position. but any decision about whether he should
continue as chairman must be separate.

The member for Date referred to the various
formulas-the 80:20, the 70:30. and the
30:70-and spoke in terms of changes with which
people were nor happy. He and I have had
arguments in this place over the years about which
of the two systems is the more appropriate, The
irony of it is that both of us probably have had to
bow to the system because when I became Minis-
ter for Local Government it was made very clear
to inc that the Grants Commission, at that time

headed by George Strickland, was in fact really
only using those formula figures when it had to;
what it was actually doing was making decisions
on a total needs grants basis of how much each
council should get and it was then using the for-
mula to suit the situation.

Mr Rushton: You are saying it was breaking the
direction of the Government? It did nor do that in
my time.

Mr CARR: The Chairman of the Grants Com-
mission at that time made that point very clear to
mne, and that was the practice for many years.
Quite frankly, it has continued to be the practice.

M'r Rushton: It was nor happening in my time.

Mr CARR: Perhaps not, but it happened for a
number of years before I became Minister.
Whether that refers to the time between the mem-
ber's time in Government and my time as Minis-
ter. I am not sure; but the Grants Commission
under Mr Strickland and under Mrs Craig as
Minister operated the formulas in that way. In the
first year we were in office that practice was
continued, so in reality there has not been a
change.

The member for Dale made a couple of com-
nments about political bias in the Grants Com-
mission and I reject that assertion completely. I
respect the integrity of members of the Grants
Commission and I would certainly not accept that
there has been any political bias in the allocation
of the grants.

The member for Dale might be interested to
know that I have received a fair amount of criti-
cism from a number of members of Parliament.
including members of my side of the Parliament,
who say that their councils have not received as
large at percentage grant as they would have liked.
Every council wants more money; every member
of Parliament wants his council to get more
money; and it is a little unfair to start talking
about political bias in that context.

The question of road funding, as the member
for East Melville said quite rightly, is the responsi-
bility of another Minister. I amn of course very
concerned at the alleged threat that less money
will be made available to local Government in
Western Australia. Perhaps [ should express that
point more accurately. The system of road funding
is being reviewed and whenever a review takes
place concern is expressed that different formulas
could be adopted which could have a detrimental
effect. I am aware of that concern. The Minister
for Transport is very much aware of that concern
and I am sure that he is doing all that he can to
ensure that Western Australia gets the best poss-
tibe deal.
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With regard to the Local Authorities Assistance
Fund and the reduction from last year's allocation
of S383 000 down to this year's allocation of
579 000, it was a decision of the previous Govern-
ment that the local authorities assistance fund be
completely phased out over three years, and the
first stage of that phasing out occurred prior to the
change of Government. The second stage occurred
last year in our first year of Government and this
year. if the original decision had been carried
through, the local authorities assistance fund allo-
cation would have been reduced to zero. However,
we have made a decision that it is appropriate to
maintain an amount in the LAAF each year to
assist local government.

While I do not have a full-scale breakdown with
me, I can refer to a couple of items. The councils
that were involved in the differential rating pilot
study received some small amounts of assistance.
Some associations have received some assistance
with regard to projects such as their submissions
to the national inquiries-

Mr Rushton: I think it would be wise to request
quite a substantial amount.

Mr CARR: It is always easy for Oppositions to
say a lot of money should be made available and
for Governments to say it will not be made avail-
able. but do not forget it was the previous Govern-
ment that cut that assistance out. We have
maintained some money in that fund and I would
anticipate it will have currency each year for
special purpose assistance to local government.

A lot of the debate was taken up in regard to the
CEP project at the Plantagentet Shire Council. It
is principally the responsibility of the Common-
wealth Government to provide funds and lay dlowvn
guidelines. H-owever, there is some consultation
with the State Ministers in regard to those
guidelines.

Mr MacKinnon: It is the State Minister who
makes announcements and takes the credit.

Mr CARR: They usually try to get their share
of credit: and I am aware that members fromt both
sides of the Chamber try to get some kudos.

It falls within the province of the Minister for
Employment and Training. I am sorry that I do
not have the knowledge of details of the incident, a
detailed knowledge of the accuracy of the report.
or a detailed knowledge of the guidelines relating
to those funds.

I am prepared to refer the comments nmade in
the debate tonight and the article to the Minister
for Employment and Training for his consider-
ation. because it is a matter which comes under his
portfolio.

The member for East Melville mentioned the
question of restructuring the department and
indicated he would make further comments at a
later stage. Perhaps I should wait, but I advise the
member that there is no general restructuring plan
for the department. There is an initiative in line
regarding the global allocation for new, staff in the
Budget, and a senior research assistant will be
employed to improve the research department. No
restructuring is anticipated.

Item 1: Salaries, Wages and Allowances-
Mr TRETHOWAN: The Minister has partly

answered one of the queries I wanted to raise and
it concerned the provision of new staff. I now
understand the position.

Another question I wish to raise concerns the
salary of the secretary, which has increased from
$33 000 to $57 000.

Mr Carr: It was because the position was vacant
for quite a while during the previous year follow-
ing the promotion of one member before the new
secretary was appointed.

Mr TRETHOWAN: A further question relates
to the staff of nine in the Minister's office. The
allocation has increased from $158 000 to
$195 000 which is an increase of $36 000 or 28 per
cent. I ask whether it was an increase in staff or an
increase in wvage levels.

A further question relates to the allocation for
clerks and typists wvhich has increased by $87 000
or 15 per cent. The increase is above the natural
increase of awards. Is it the result of staff in-
creases or other employment matters'!

Mr CARR: With regard to the clerks and
typists, I think there has been an increase of one or
twvo. but I am not sure.

The staff of nine in the Minister's office allows
for the fact that in the previous year some staff
members were not employed for the full year. For
example, the ministerial officer was appointed
during last year and incurred a relatively small
salary, but this year he will receive a full salary.

Item 2: Other Staffing Costs-

Mr TRETH-OWAN: There has been a
substantial increase in the vote from $90 000 to
$119 000. wvhich is a 32 per cent increase. I ask the
Minister the reason for the increase.

Mr CARR: Quite frankly. I am not sure. How-
ever. I am happy to have the queries raised by the
member for East Melville investigated and I will
.advise him in wvriting accordingly.

Item 4: Seri ices and Contracts-
Mlr TRETHOWAN: Here again there is a

substantial increase from $64 000 to S72 000. Last
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year there was a drop in expenditure compared
with the vote. I guess that the reason relates to
previous contracts. Nevertheless there is a
substantial increase and I would like to know the
reason.

Mr CARR: It is the same thing. I will put an
answer in writing.

Item 7: Purchase of Plant, Equipment, etc.-

Mr TRETH-OWAN: This does not involve a
large sum of money, but it is virtually a 100 per
cent increase from $5 000 to $10 000. Does it re-
late to the purchase of equipment?

Mr CARR: I presume that it relates to the fact
that we have a new word processor in the depart-
ment and a new one in my office. It may be for
something else but it is my assumption that it
relates to word processors.

Item 8: Committees and Commissions-
Mr TRETHOWAN: Again there is a dramatic

increase in the amount being expended on this
item. I t has increased from $69 000 to $ 108 000.
It is a substantial increase and I ask the Minister
the reason for it.

Mr CARR: Again I would like to give the mem-
ber a more authoritative answer. I expect it would
relate to the activities of the Grants Commi ssion
and its efforts which involved more travelling and
so on.

Division 43 put and passed.
Division 44: Keep Australia Beautiful Council,

$173000-
Mr TRETHO WAN: I do not want to ask many

questions in regard to. the Keep Australia Beauti-
ful Council except to indicate that it is an
increasingly important part of preserving the at-
tractiveness of this State which is one of the im-
portant features we have to sell to tourists who
come to WA to enjoy the benefits of not only the
sun, the sky, and the local products, but also the
cleanliness of the State. Certainly the city and the
country areas are among the cleanest and tidiest
places one could find in the world.

The amount allocated from public funds to the
Keep Australia Beautiful Council has remained
static in the Budget. However, the amount that is
being raised from external funds-basically pri-
vate industry contributions-is increasing. Is there
any specific reason for the Government's contri -
bution not being increased, because it would ap-
pear that it is important for the Government to
allocate sufficient funds for the operation of the
council?

I was a little concerned in relation to the
changes to some of the programmes. There has
been a dramatic drop in the community awareness

programme from $3 16 000 to $298 000. Is there a
significant reason for this? It appears that the
community awareness programme is one of the
principal tools to maintain and hopefully increase
community attitudes towards keeping our country
and State both tidy and beautiful.

I have always applauded the advertisements and
the programmes which have been run to make
people aware. Sometimes people who litter are not
aware of their actions and it should be brought to
their attention. I note a considerable increase in
the provision for special projects. I ask the Minis-
ter whether it is related to the community aware-
ness programme and what in fact are the special
proj ects.

Looking further down we can see that the pri-
vate sector contribution and other revenue that the
council achieved has moved from $631 000 to
$698 000. That is a 10 per cent increase in the
amount of money which has covered the increase
in operating costs. It has not come from the com-
munity purse.

That relates back to the first point I raised. It
seems to me this is one problem which should not
be restricted because it has an overall effect in
regard to our ability to continue to sell the State as
a tourist venue.

Mr MacKINNON: My concerns mirror those
of the member for East Melville. When one looks
at the annual report of the Keep Australia Beauti-
ful Council. one sees that the Government grant
for 1982-83 was $173 000, and in 1984-85 it is
$173 000.

It seems that the area being cut is the com-
munity awareness programme. I see special proj-
ects have been increased, but the community
awareness programme has been cut. From experi-
ence I know that promotional budgets are the
easiest to cut because people are not involved.

The main thrust of the Keep Australia Beauti-
ful programme involves community aware-
ness-trying to encourage and educate people,
particularly in the schools. When one looks at the
schools education programme for 1984-85, one
finds it has exactly the same dollar value as last
year.

It would not seem to me to require an inordi-
nately large amount of money for the Government
to make sure that we have a tidy State which
would then enhance the tourism programme. The
tourism programme has increased enormously,
and its promotional budget is $1.2 million on the
America's Cup alone. It is no good having people
here for the America's Cup if they do not receive a
good impression when they get here.
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The member for East Melville and I would like
to see that the Keep Australia Beautiful Council is
not hampered by a lack of contributions. We
should also pay recognition to the private sector
which is playing its part on a continuing basis, as
indicated by its increased contribution.

Mr WATT: Firstly I place on record my
appreciation of the work done by the Keep
Australia Beautiful Council. It fulfils a valuable
role, especially in the country. in a variety of ways,
not the least of which is the annual competition. It
provides an incentive for most communi.ties
throughout the State to take part in this compe-
tition.

I query the Minister on the operation of the
council. I realise it is not directly under his con-
trol, but he has a representative on it. I joined the
organisation many years ago. I am not quite sure
how I came to do that. The council sent me a bill
for $2 for a year's membership: I have always paid
more than [hat anyway. It seems to me that $2
would not even pay the postage on what it sends
out. I am not sure if it sends annual reports to all
members of Parliament, but I received a bundle of
litter bags, a bundle of cards, and a range of
material. It seems to me the council could
probably give consideration to increasing that $2
to at least $5.

When one looks at the community awareness
programme, funds for which have been reduced in
this Budget, one finds perhaps there could be a
membership campaign to produce the extra funds
if the Government cannot provide them. The com-
munity might well be prepared to do that, particu-
larly if local committees were involved.

I would be grateful if the Minister could look at
that point. In this day and age a membership fee
of 52, while probably designed not to prevent
people from joining, probably means running the
show at a loss. Serious consideration should be
given to raising it to a more realistic figure.

Mr CARR: First of all I endorse the comments
made by members in regard to the excellent work
done by the Keep Australia Beautiful Council.
There is no doubt that the council has been largely
responsible for a very considerable improvement i n
the appearance of Western Australia during the
last few years.

With regard to the principal query raised by the
Opposition-namely the lack of an increase in the
grant from the Government-I point out that the
main reason for this has been that the Keep
Australia Beautiful Council has been in a fairly
secure financial position of recent times. It has
accumulated funds in the vicinity of $250 000. It
wvas the view of the Government that there was no

real justification for those sort of funds being al-
lowed to accumulate to that extent. In that context
an increase in the grant was not considered appro-
priate at this time.

I certainly acknowvledge the point that the
amount allocated by the Government is not
capable of completely covering the administrative
expenses of the council. Obviously, as the
accumulated funds return to a reasonable level.
the Government will be prepared to assist the
council in an appropriate way.

With regard to the breakup between the com-
munity awareness programme and other items. I
make the point, as did the member for Albany,
that I am not directly in control of the Keep
Australia Beautiful Council. It does in a sense
operate more or less autonomously, although obvi-
ously I am kept acquainted with its activities from
time to time. Also I refer to the council particular
matters which are of concern to me.

The point I make is that the allocation of funds
to particular items which arc considered as
contingencies is entirely the council's decision, not
mine.

The drop in the community awareness pro-
gramme could be completely related to and
covered by the increase in special projects. A num-
ber of projects have been engaged in during the
last year or so, such as the litter black spot pro-
gramme. the programme related to that little pick-
up vehicle, and the distribution of all sorts of ma-
terial which could well be called community
awareness, but could also be called a special proj-
ect. I would be surprised if the query raised by
members opposite is not covered by the relation-
ship between those items.

Once again I will refer the comments made by
members to the Keep Australia Beautiful Council,
and if my remarks have not adequately provided
the correct information, members will be advised
accordingly.

Division 44 put and passed.

Mr CARR: I move-

That Divisions 45 to 58 be postponed to a
later stage of the sitting.

Question put and passed.

Division 59: Education, $688 110 000-

Mr CLARKO: I am pleased that I have the
opportunity to speak this year on the education
Division at 9.00 p.m. instead of 2.00 am, as was
the case last year.

Mr Pearce: We have arranged it especially for
you.
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Mr CLARKO: I think the Minister will agree
that I said I was prepared to do it, because the
Leader of the House indicated he understood it
might be considered by me to be unreasonable. As
I am a reasonable man, I agreed to do it. I trust
that the Minister will show his sweet reasonable-
ness too in this debate.

However, 1 must begin by being critical of the
Minister. He has brought to education and to the
Education portfolio a degree of venom and
assertiveness and a preparedness to criticise, par-
ticularly the people within the tertiary sector,
which I suspect has probably never been matched
before by a Minister for Education.

In terms of the four tertiary institutions, this
Minister has set about in a way that one of
Napoleon's best generals might have dealt with
the subject. He has begun with one of the oldest of
the universities, the University of Western
Australia, and he has embarked on a regular
verbal bashing of that institution's senior officers.
H-e said that they were completely irresponsible.
They are not completely irresponsible; that
statement is false. It is also injudicious language
for a Minister of the Crown to use about the senior
officers of the oldest tertiary institution in West-
ern Australia. The Minister has described those
senior officers as being a laughing-stock across
Australia. He does not just criticise them within
their own bailiwick, but he also criticises them on
the national scene, and that is singularly inappro-
priate.

The Minister has also said that the senior
officers of UWA are archaic and, on another oc-
casion, he said they had failed miserably. I have
put a number of questions on the Notice Paper,
the basis of which is to highlight the way in which
the Minister is continually reported as using in-
temperate language of that sort. It does him no
service and it weakens his standing as a Minister
of the Crown. I am quite sure that it establishes a
situation which is the opposite of what his political
party has been very keen to promote; that is, the
so-called spirit of consensus. There is no consensus
between this Minister and the senior personnel of
UWA.

The Minister also attacked the Western
Australian Institute of Technology as recently as
yesterday. Again he moved outside this State
when he was reported in the Daily News of yester-
day as making these comments-

Almost across Australia WAIT is making
itself look a little bit foolish.

The article reports that-

Mr Pearce said some of WAIT's
statements were untrue.

The Minister has abused the officers of WAIT.
He has stated that they do not tell the truth. He
has joined WAIT with his alma mater and he has
verbally bashed them.

In regard to the Western Australian College of
Advanced Education, the Minister has tipped it
upside down. He spent a long time attacking
WACAE when he was shadow Minister for Edu-
cation, and now he has dismantled it and caused a
great deal of uncertainty within the institution.
The Minister has probably set it back a generation
or two and, of course, he has not allowed Murdoch
to be left out altogether, because his col-
league-his very close colleague-Hon. Bob
Hetherington, a member of the Legislative Coun-
cil, just the other day said this about the heads of
UWA and Murdoch-

These people are biased, discriminatory,
and back in the dark ages.

That is what Hon. Bob Hetherington said about
the heads of UWA and Murdoch, yet this is the
man who has been appointed by the Minister to
chair an inquiry into the four institutions to which
I have referred. I wonder whether they welcome
him with a cup of tea when he visits them, or
whether they give him hot or cold water, or a
mixture of the two. Hon. Bob Hetherington de-
serves a mixture of hot and cold water, served
separately and then put together, because the
resulting tepidness is the sort of welcome that that
person should receive when he visits these four
places.

Could you, Sir, imagine a poorer example of a
person to have as a chairman of a committee in-
quiring into the structure of our four tertiary insti-
tutions than someone who, just a few weeks ago,
after being appointed to the position, blasted the
heads of two out of four of the institutions which
he has been appointed to investigate?

The Minister and his colleague have achieved
the remarkable record of having personally abused
the key people in each of our four institutions.
That is a very poor way for any Minister for
Education to behave. I am surprised, because
among the people at these tertiary institutions are
many, who, I understand, are supposed to be very
close bedfellows of the Labor Party, although re-
cently a few of them have been given very fancy
sinecures to move out of those places.

Recently I spoke to one of these academics and
said, "Are you another one of these partisan politi-
cal advisers" and he said, "I would not see myself
as being that". He would be the only bloke who
would not.

This Minister has created a deplorable situation
between himself and the four institutions he ad-
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ministers. Now he is doing something similar in
terms of their senates, councils, and so on. because
he is setting about rewriting their structures.

This inquiry is a complete farce. The Minister
has made up his mind about the fundamental
changes he wants to make. I would be very sur-
prised if the ultimate legislation did not remove
either entirely or significantly the convocation rep-
resentatives on the senate of UWA. The Minister
has made up his mind that that is what will hap-
pen. He has made up his mind that he will change
dramatically the structure, let us say. of UWA;
and one way he will do that is to delete entirely the
convocation representatives. The Minister has de-
cided that beforehand and when the legislation is
introduced, that provision will be contained in it.
When the legislation is introduced, we shall be
able to look back and say, "We are not surprised
that that is being done".

I presume the Minister has had discussions over
the last few, years with Hon. Bob Hetherington
and I suspect that both men have a pretty good
idea of the sorts of changes they would like to see
occur. Today I have been trying as softly as I can
to point out that the Minister has gone about
everything in the wrong way; he has adopted the
"bull in the china shop" attitude in dealing with
tertiary institutions. He has stirred them up,
instructed them, upset them, and taken them away
from thetr prime task. I do not entirely disagree
with some of the points the Minister has raised,
but the manner in which he is going about evcry-
thing is lamentable, and I do not think it suits him.'
It certainly does tertiary education nothing but
harm.

The Hetherington inquiry is all about changing
the power structure of the education councils and
senates. The Government and the inquiry will be
trying to move them, naturally enough, in the di-
rection of the Government's political bias. The
Government will try to change the traditional ap-
proach that has been in these tertiary institutions
for 60 to 80 years or whatever.

Mr Pearce: How about "too long".

Mr CLARKO: The Minister might think that,
but it all depends on how he goes about these
changes. A while ago the Minister for Police and
Emergency Services was speaking about democ-
racy in local government. Sukarno used the term
"guided democracy", which involved having
people talk about democracy and then doing what
he wanited. He thought that was a form of democ-
racy. but not many people would agree with his
view. We have had the Minister trying to foist
people off with a great deal of what I previously
termed vituperative language. Now he has

appointed the Hetherington committee chaired by
a person who has shown what he thinks about at
least the heads of the two universities, although he
had the good grace to partly apologise for his
remarks a few days later. It was a bit late to
apologise because he had already indicated his
real feelings on the matter.

We then had the Minister outlining how he
intends to restructure WAPSEC. I presume the
way he will restructure that body will be by taking
further power away from the four tertiary insti-
tut ions.

As well as this, the Minister has been
embarking on a course on which he has started to
pride himself as being a liberal, which is a modern
philosophy of Mr Hawke and Mr Burke. They try
to portray themselves as liberals in the hope that
that will put them in the position where they
might be able to stand on the high ground for a lot
longer than they normally do. They, know they
normally get only three years in Government after
the people have perhaps got a bit bored and have
felt like a change after eight or nine years of
Liberal Governments. The Minister is now stand-
ing on the high ground on which the Liberals have
usually stood and is saying, -I will stand up for
Western Australia against the nasty Federal
Government in Canberra". No-one seriously be-
lieves any Labor man who says that, because the
philosophy of the Labor Party is the centralisation
of power. The Minister has used the power and the
strength of the Minister for Education to lambaste
the senior educators in our tertiary institutions.

The proposed WAPSEC legislation will perhaps
come in in a year's time, perhaps at the end of a
session, such as we have seen with the Secondar1y
Education Authority Bill, and we will have no
time to really examine it. It will be rushed
through.

It will take a great deal of the Minister's skill to
redress the balance. Regrettably, he has spoilt his
image. If anyone was going to look at the question
of tightening up the situation involving the four
tertiary institutions-and I am sure many people
in our community believe that the problems in this
area need to be addressed-that person will find
that it is really a question of how, to what degree.
and so on. But the Minister has created the wrong
milieu in which to do this work. He has upset all
the institutions. He has threatened them all. Now
in this atmosphere he is going to take on some-
thing I believe to be really delicate in which he
will need a great deal of co-operation if there is to
be a transfer of more power to WAPSEC. He has
spoilt things a great deal for himself from the
point of view of his developing something really
important to Western Australia.
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I will encapsulate all that this Government has
done outside the tertiary education area. It has
made a tremendous mess oF tertiary education as a
result of the Minister's style.

In the secondary education field, in the 21
months since February 1983, two Budgets have
been brought down by this Government. One has
run its time and this one is just about to begin, but
the Government's plans are already set virtually
right now for 1985. This Minister and his Govern-
ment in fact have done virtually nothing for sec-
ondary education; and I would welcome at some
later stage the Minister's saying, 'This is what we
have done. We have done this for class sizes-we
have reduced them". But, of course, he has not
done that.

Only recently I received an answer from the
Minister in reply to a question I asked of him
about pupil-teacher ratios and his answer revealed
that the ratio had risen slightly. I am not saying it
has risen a tremendous degree, but it has risen
from 03:1 two years ago to 13:3 last year. This
year it is also 13:3. That is about the same.

Mr Pearce: You are responsible for the 13:3 at
the beginning of last year.

Mr CLARKO: But when I was the Minister
and sitting on that side of the House. and when
the Minister who was then in Opposition was
talking about education, I did not make this huge
thing about reducing class sizes, as he did. The
chickens have come home to roost. For the whole
time that we were in Government the Minister
continually bashed away at us about class si zes
and said that ours were the worst in Australia and
that when his party was in power he would do
something about it. As yet he has done nothing
about it. The situation is the same in broad terms
as it was when we were in office. In fact, the
number of teachers the Minister is putting on i s
not enough to do what he always suggested and
urged should be done. He has appointed only
enough additional secondary teachers to do
exactly the same as last year, according to sugges-
tions made to me. The figure for last year is
slightly higher than the year before, but in broad
terms the situation is about the same.

The Minister has the problem that he said he
would do something about it-not do just a little
bit about it. but a great deal. The Minister and his
party built campaigns around the number of kids
crowded into classrooms. The Minister built
everything on that, yet he has done nothing about
it now that he is in Government. And this is the
Government's second Budget. Further, we are
only a short distance away from completing the
three years of this Parliament; in a year's time the

end of the Government's term will have come very
quickly. I am sure the next time the Minister will
be trying to honour the promises about which he
has managed to wriggle off the hook after all the
things he said to the Teachers' Union conference
in 1982, saying that he would do this and
that-the Minister and Brian, these buddy-
buddies of the teachers. The Minister and the
Treasurer left the teachers with the idea that there
would be a significant increase in money for edu-
cation, but that has not eventuated. As I said
before, last year the Minister's Government
expended on the Education Department as a pro-
portion of the total State expenditure in the
Budget of about $18 million less than we provided
the year before.

The only way the Minister could try to create a
better position would be if his Government
introduced the absurd argument that it would take
out the royalties from the Ashton diamond proj-
ect. During that discussion, I asked the Treasurer,
"Has any Premier ever taken an item out of the
Budget before working out a percentage allocation
to some department'?" The Treasurer ducked and
dived as he always does. What he was really say-
ing, the bottom line, was, "No Premier before has
ever had the gall to suggest that when we work out
percentages for a department we should be able to
take out some item of the total figure just to
produce a percentage which is higher and which
suits us"

At the time the Minister talked about my being
unfair by using the expenditure of the O'Connor
year. He said I should compare the estimate with
the previous estimate.

Mr Pearce: This is last year's debate.

Mr CLARKO: That is what we are talking
about now. Last year the Minister short-changed
the Education Department by about $18 million.
Of course the figures are written in the Budget
and the Budget discussions are a comparison be-
tween this year and last year.

Mr Pearce: If you try to play down last year's
Budget share by $50 million all that means is that
there has been a quantum leap, if you like, from
last year's low figure.

Mr CLARKO: Obviously the Minister was not
taught mathematics. I am comparing like with
like. Last year the Education Department spent
$2.5 million less than was estimated. The argu-
ment put forward last year was that the figures of
the O'Connor expenditure were used and that we
had spent more than we had estimated. The Min-
ister said, "Just a minute, that is not good. Don't
compare our estimates with the expenditure of last
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year". That indicates that we have been superior
in both cases.

I said clearly at the time that the Government's
percentage was worse, and that is why I said the
Government had short-changed the Education De-
partment by about $15 million to $16 million.
Now $2.5 million must be added to that. That $18
million is lost and cannot be caught up. All sorts
of things could have been done with that money.

If we move to the CRF and capital works we
note that the Government spent less in terms of
buildings, so the Government cheated the depart-
ment all round. The Government made grand
promises but never kept them, except the promise
of the Beazicy inquiry. The Government has done
nothing for TAFE and nothing for primary edu-
cation. If I were to be more precise I would say
that 14 fewer primary and pre-primary teachers
will start next year than this year. Thai is a great
record for a party which said it would provide
extra teachers.

Mr Pearce: We have 3 000 fewer students.

Mr CLARKO: Do not give me an argument
about less pupils. The Minister thinks this is a
time for humour. There is a smirk about the Min-
ister. I would have liked to see him stand in front
of the teachers' conference in 1983 and say to
them, "As the pupils drop we will apply the for-
mulas that applied under the O'Connor Govern-
ment to work out the necessary number of
teachers, then we might add a few on, but there
will not be as many as the O'Connor Government
added". The Government added in 1984, 21 and
30 in 1985, and we added 50 in 1983. The Minis-
ter's reply to that, in his typical debating style
was, "it was an election year". What sort of cheap
remark is that? If I said in a year's time if the
Budget is only 25 per cent because it was an elec-
tion year, who would listen to that? That would
not be a remark of someone contributing sensibly
to thc issue. The question that should be addressed
is that the Labor Party promised that there would
be fewer children in our classrooms. In terms of
input, the Government is not matching that of last
year. It has cheated the Education Department of
about $ 18 million.

The Beazicy report was a cover up for 1983.
-Political parties often set up inquiries and some
cynics say they are set up because that places the
immediate issues and problems to one side and
they do not have to be faced up to for a long time.

Ten years after these inquiries they look very
poor. Indeed, I think the Beazley report will look
poor in 10 years' time in many areas. There are
272 recommendations, and someone suggested to
me that 150 are recommendations about matters

which are already in train. The 21 months of this
Government's office has been virtually marking
time for education in Western Australia. With the
exception perhaps of the last month or two every-
thing has ground to a halt. Some decisions are
being made, but the Beazley inquiry has stated
time and time again that not enough time had
been allowed to inquire into the matter. Since the
report has come forward the Minister has set up a
series of committees of inquiry into these separate
areas.

We have had a hiatus of nearly two years when
education has stood still and the problems have
not been addressed. The first Budget of the
Government finished on 30 June, and in that
period the Education Department was short-
changed.

Time has been wasted with that report. We
could have moved into many areas if the Beazley
committee was not in progress.

The Minister says about $7 million has been set
aside in the Budget for items dealing with the
Beazley report. I am not sure of the precise cost-
ing. The Minister says there is another $1.3
million for items which will be allocated as we go
along. A tremendous gap exists between this sum
and two items of about $8 million and the $100
million, which is the cost of implementing the
Beazley report. I do not think $8 million of $100
million is not a dinkum acceptance of the report
the Government commissioned. The sum of $8
million is only a small fraction of the vote of the
Education Department or the education vote in
the Budget overall, which is some $700 million. It
is only about one per cent: virtually nothing has
been done except the setting up of the Beazley
inquiry. Virtually nothing has been done about its
recommendations.

The Government might suggest another inquiry
before the next election and if it is re-elected-of
course it will not bc-the Government will spend
half that period with an inquiry and the next half
considering what to do with its recommendations.
Three years would be up and perhaps another
inquiry could go on ad infinitumn without even
addressing the serious problems. The Beazley re-
port made a remark about pupil-teacher ratios,
but the Government is not facing up to that prob-
lem.

The Minister was a great one to lambaste us for
our position. We tried earnestly over the nine
years we were in Government to reduce the pupil-
teacher ratio for primary and secondary schools.
We made a significant impact over those years
reducing from 29:1 to 2 1: 1, the ratio in primary
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schools. In secondary schools, I think the ratio
reduced from 15:1 to about 13: 1.

The Government is very fortunate that it has, in
the Teachers' Union, people who are bosom mates
of the Minister and who give him a very easy go.
The president of the Teachers' Union usually
makes two or three statements about the time the
Budget is introduced. Those statements are kept
very quiet. Certainly, they do not get through ad-
equately to the teachers. John Negtis made a cri t-
cal comment this year about the amount of money
provided for education. He said-

I deemed it unwise to make a public ex-
-pressioni of my disappointment in the edu-
cation budget.

He went on in another place to say that next year's
Budget "might make the first real progress to Mr
Pearce's pre-election promise, thus far unfulfilled,
of a real improvement in the staffing resource of
primary schools so as to allow for reduced class
sizes and improvement in DOTT time".

He said also-

The present Budget merely maintains the
status quo.

Further he said-

There is no improvement in class sizes.

Mr Negus, the president of the State School
Teachers' Union of Western Australia said in
another place-

The Government cannot claim with sin-
cerity to have made any real financial com-
mitment to improvements in education.

He excluded the education support centres from
that remark. He said, very emphatically, that the
Government has not made any real financial com-
mitments to improvement in education, with one
exception.

I conclude my quotes on Mr Negus' statements
by quoting him saying-

The only commitment to Beazley initiatives
appears to be the re-direction of already
existing head office staff to tasks associated
with implementation.

How badly and how sadly has this Government
treated education in Western Australia?

I wish to quote some of the percentages related
to Budgets. In the 1983-84 Budget the Education
Department vote amounted to $623 million. That
was 23.44 per cent of the total estimated expendi-
ture for the State, and it compared most
unfavourably with the vote of the previous
O'Connor Budget which was 23.53 per cent of the
total Budget. In the 1983-84 Budget, the expendi-

ture by the Education Department was $620.8
million. That is 23.34 per cent of the total Budget.

Mr Pearce: That is rubbish.

Mr CLARKO: I invite the Minister to look at
those figures and not to leave the $50 million out.
If he decides, quite unfairly and improperly, to
take out the $50 million, and if he considers him-
self to be professional, he should at least always
say that the $50 million has been excluded be-
cause of the diamond venture.

That expenditure compared most unfavourably
with the 1982-83 O'Connor Budget in wvhich the
amount expended was 24.02 per cent of the total
Budget. In the 1983-84 Budget, if the Burke
Government had expended 24.02 per cent of a
total Budget of $2 659 million rather than the
23.34 per cent that it did spend, the difference of
0.68 per cent would have meant that $18 million
more would have been spent to match the
O'Connor Liberal Government's funding of the
Education Department.

I am happy for the Minister to examine those
figures and give me any differences or mistakes
that he can find in them, I would be happy to be
proved wrong. This Government spent $18 million
less in comparison with the Liberal Government.

If we look at the total education vote as set out
in the 1983-84 Budget, we find the Burke Govern-
ment allocated $634 million to education in a total
Budgct of $2 659 million. That was 23.84 per cent
of the total Budget.

The 1982-83 O'Connor Budget allocated $560.5
million in a total Budget of $2 335 million for all
education, which was 24 per cent of that Budget.
In 1983-84 the Burke Government expended $631
million on all education in a total State expendi-
ture of $2 659 million, which was 23.75 per cent of
the total Budget, whereas the O'Connor Govern-
ment in 1982-83 expended $569 million on edu-
cation in a total state expenditure of $2 339
million, which was 24.32 per cent of that Budget.
If the Burke Government had expended, in 1983-
84, 24.32 per cent of the total Budget of $2 659
million rather than 23.75 per cent, the extra 0.57
per cent would have totalled $15 million and
would have been the amount necessary to have
equalled the O'Connor Liberal funding for all
education.

The Mini rster has tried to make some play of the
education budget. On 9 October he put out a Press
release which said-

The Government would also provide funds
for the employment of an extra 30 primary
teachers above normal staffing levels ..
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That does not compare wvith wvhat he said in our
time in Government. He said the reason the
Government is putting on this number of teachers
is that there wvere fewer primary pupils and there-
fore there had to be fewer primary teachers. How-
ever. because there were more secondary pupils,
there had to be more secondary teachers. The
Minister has done nothing about reducing the
teacher-pupil ratio. If he were doing what he so
vituperatively said when he was sitting on this side
of the Chamber, he would be doing something
about that. If he could not do something about
that last financial year, he could have done some-
thing about it this financial year.

It is fallacious for this Government to say that
times are tough. Times are not as tough now as
they wvere two years ago. The economy has
improved through no fault or action either by the
Hawke Government or by the Burke Government.
It has improved because the world economy has
picked up and especially because the United
States economy has picked up.

It is similar to the situation with the American
economy a few years ago when it faded out and
the impact eventually reached our shores in 1982.
The economic situation was then the worst for 50
years. Similarly, the upturn in the world market
has flowed through to Australia and Western
Australia, and that is the fundamental reason that
there has been an improvement in the economic
factors relating to Australia.

The 1984-85 Burke education Budget allocates
to the Education Department $688 million in a
total CRF estimated expenditure of $2 841
million; that is, 24.22 per cent. The 1984-85 all
education vote of $702 million is 24.72 per cent of
the total CR F of $2 841 million. The Education
Department vote is 24.22 per cent, but who knows
if that will hold? Last year it fell back because the
Government spent $2.5 million less than it voted
and, therefore, we cannot be certain that that per-
centage will be the final figure.

There are many generous people in the
Teachers' Union who are prepared to give the
Government a go; they were never prepared to
give us a go when we were in Government. Their
style was to do precisely the opposite.

If we look at the Education Department vote.
this 1984-85 estimate, it can be seen that it is up
$67 million on the expenditure for 1983-84. How-
ever, it is up only $65 million on the 1983-84 vote.

If we compare that with the figures of the
O'Connor Budget two years before, it can be seen
that the 1982-83 estimate for the Education De-
partment was up $69 million on the expenditure
for 1981-82. The expenditure and the estimate for

that year were the same and, therefore, the figure
was up $69 million against the 1981-82 vote. It
can be seen that two years ago there was an in-
crease of $69 million, yet in this Budget there is an
increase of $65 million. Everyone knows that the
$65 million has much less value in real terms than
the dollars of two years ago. In crude dollar
terms-the most unsophisticated way of looking at
the figure-a comparison can be made between
the $69 million two years ago and the S65 million
this year.

If we go through many of the figures for this
Division, it can be seen that generally speaking
there is a very tight squeeze on education. If one
goes into the schools, the defenders of the Govern-
ment say that there have been cutbacks because
things are tough; but things are not tough. This
Government is obtaining much more from the
Federal Government than was obtained a few
years ago. The Government has been successful
and it has been lucky because it came into Govern-
ment at a most propitious time compared with the
situation in 1982. That is the real position. The
amounts the State Government obtained from the
Federal Government last year and this year are
not due to negotiating skills. There was much
more in the Federal Treasurer's piggy bank to
allocate. In addition, the Treasurer (Mr Keating)
has put up the largest deficit this nation has ever
seen-a deficit in the order of $7 billion last year
and a deficit this year of $6.7 billion. That makes
a combined deficit for these two years of $14
billion. That Government has the biggest deficit of
all time; it is collecting the highest amount in
taxes in real terms of all time; and it is putting
together the available money to give to the State
Premiers to put them in a position to do more than
we were able to do two years ago. This fact must
be put in front of the Parliament and, possibly the
people of Western Australia, or at least those
people totally committed to education.

Mr Jamieson: I imagine the member for
Karrinyup is influencing someone with his speech,
but I am not sure who. I am not sure if it is the
Chairman of Committees or the Hansard reporter.

Mr CLARKO: I do not know whether the mem-
ber for Welshpool is getting old, but he made the
same interjection last year and it wvas at 2 o'clock
in the morning.

Mr Jamieson: You are making the same speech
as you made last year.

Mr CLARKO: I am not making the same
speech and I do not think the member can think
clearly enough to remember that. I am making a
speech in the same pattern.
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Mr Jamnieson: You are boringly repetitious in all
your speeches.

Mr CLARKO: The member for Welshpool was
dumped from his seat as Leader of the Opposi tion
on this bench because of his boring speeches when
they were written for him. He was a far better
speaker when he gave his natural homespun
speeches. However, when he got to the position
where Ron Barry, Michael Naylor and company
were writing his speeches, he Cell apart, and that is
when the young boys put their knives into his
back.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I ask the member
for Karrinyup to address his remarks to me, to
endeavour to ignore some of the interjections, and
to proceed to debate education.

Mr CLARKO: Even someone like you, Mr
Chairman, would be tempted from time to time to
respond when people make comments because of
their bile. I do not care if my speech bores every-
one out of this Chamber, except you, Mr Chair-
man, because you are committed to staying here.
It is not my concern if other members leave.

If we look at the technical and further edu-
cation situation-

Mr Read interjected.

Mr CLARKO: Shall I speak to the temporary
member for Mandurah who got in on 55 votes? He
will have to increase his stable of horses and get
his crabbing nets out soon.

The CHAIRMAN: Order!

Mr CLARKO: Mr Chairman, do I have to put
up with members who are out of their seats mak-
ing smart comments to me and not be able to
make a smart comment back?

The CHAIRMAN: I am not sure how many of
the comments were actually smart.

Mr CLARKO: I might have to protect myself.

The CHAIRMAN: I will give a guarantee that,
if the member for Karrinyup ignores the interjec-
tions and they continue, I will deal with the situ-
ation.

Mr CLARKO: I appreciate that. I am talking
about a subject that is dear to my heart and in
which I have been actively involved for 25 years.
The Government made false promises year in and
year out when it was in Opposition; it said it would
do something about class sizes and ran campaigns
along those lines. However, when it gets into
Government it does nothing. In fact, it has done
less than we did. I object to that. The members in
this Chamber will not keep me quiet on this sub-
ject.

In TAFE, in terms of expenditure from the Esti-
mates, the expenditure on salaries and wages for
1981-82 was $50 million, and the estimate for
1982-83, 12 months later, was $58 million, an
increase of 16 per cent.

In 1982-83, the expenditure was $59 million,
and the estimate for 1983-84 showed an increase
of $3 million to $62 million. That was the first
Burke Budget. Compared with the year before, it
was an increase of 5.4 per cent. The expenditure in
1983-84 was $64 million, and the estimate for
1984-85 is $72 million, which is an increase of $8
million or 12.8 per cent. That percentage increase
is much higher than last year. but it is still well
below the 16 per cent two years before when we
were the Government.

Those figures illustrate the squeeze in funding
on TAFE. Every time I visit technical colleges in
the State,' not necessarily the principal but various
members of the staff have said to me, "Of course
you understand we are squeezed for funds". Some
of them say it unhappily; some of them just accept
it and treat it as fair enough.

This Government is just not putting the money
into TAPE, which is a vital area. When the Minis-
ter was on this side of the Chamber, he made
comments about how important TAFE was. I do
not think he really criticised us for the amount of
money we put into TAFE; but I criticise him for
the amount he is putting into it. It is insufficient. I
could give further figures, but for the sake of the
bile of the member for Welshpool, I will not give
them.

Recently, the people in TAFE were advised that
a sum of $500 000 was not to be made available. A
letter contained the following-

The Division has been advised that a
further cut of $500 000 has been made to our
budget;

That letter was written in September. and it was
sent to the people in the various technical colleges.
That is symptomatic of what I am saying in gen-
eral.

The Government has not put its money where
its mouth was. It has squeezed the Education De-
partment; it has squeezed education generally. It
has left important areas such as TAFE in a
position which, while it is better than it was last
year, is not at the level it should be. The percent-
age increase given by this Government did not
match the one given by us.

I will raise with the Minister something I asked
him to consider the other day. It relates to the La
Salle College, which is trying desperately to bor-
row telescopes for its projects. In the Minister's
correspondence with the person dealing with this

(136)
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matter and with Hon. Lyla Elliott, who took up
the matter on behalf of the teacher at the college,
there are some contradictions in the arguments
put forward. One argument was that the material
was not being looked after properly by the schools.
To that, the teacher responded by saying that the
college had actually received several items which
did not work and fixed them and put them in
working order.

in 1982, when I was the Minister for Education,
the teacher to whom I refer was able to borrow
material. I am not seeking to claim any credit for
that. As I understand it, that is the practice we
followed.

The Minister's letters were written in good
faith. On 14 May this year, the Minister wrote the
following letter to the Secretary of the Parents and
Friends Association of the La Salle College-

The telescopes, to which you referred in
your letter of 16th April 1984, are part of the
Science Loan Pool and were purchased from
funds allocated to purchase science items for
issue to governmental schools.

Although La Salle College may have
borrowed telescopes in earlier years, the re-
quests from government schools now exceeds
their normal availability. In these circum-
stances I cannot support your request which
would effectively deny students in govern-
ment schools from having access to items
intended for their use.

Whilst I am sympathetic to your request, tn
these times of financial constraint it is not
possible to allocate additional funds so that
non-government schools may have access to
the Science Loan Pool items.

I welcome the Minister's comment that he is sym-
pathetic to the request by the college, but I do not
accept his statement that this is a time of financial
constraint. The Government's overall financial
situation is a good one, and I have not even
touched on the extra tax sources available to the
Government to make its financial position even
easier.

I ask the Minister to reconsider the question of
the science loan pool and its availability to non-
Government schools. As far as I can gather, the
non-Government Schools in Western Australia
cater for about 20 per cent of the population of
our schools overall but receive about four per cent
of the funds allocated in the State Budget. It
would not hurt if things were eased a little. Per-
haps the Minister might be prepared to consider
allocating an amount to the pool so that the de-
serving non-Government schools could have the
opportunity to borrow some of the material.

I believe that around the State there might be
some places with a degree of tightness in supply.
In those cases, if the material was not being used,
the Minister could offer it to the nton-Government
schools for their use. Ic seems to me that the
Minister could give this matter further consider-
at ion.

No doubt the sum of money involved in this is
quite significant as a proportion of the Budget; but
the Minister would know that it is essential For
science students to have access to good equipment.
In many cases, the Government schools set aside
an amount for scientific instruments, but others
use the pool system. As I understand it, sometimes
some of the money is used to purchase equipment
and somne is put into the pool.

This matter is very important to the teacher
who has rung me about 6 times. He is a fairly
persistent fellow, and I admire him for that. He
has represented his case often to the Minister, and
I request that the Minister re-examine the matter
so that the private schools can receive help in the
borrowing of scientific equipment.

I now deal with the Rockingham Technical Col-
lege and the EPUY and FFE programmes for the
training of unemployed youth. These courses have
been run in Rockingham in a very successful way.
I presume, Mr Chairman, you have been involved
in this matter yourself; no doubt you have given
the programmes much support.

The college is ready to set up a certain number
of courses and has approval to do a lesser number.
In one case a course has been taken from
Rockingham Technical College and has been
transferred to Kwinana. I understand at Kwinana
the particular class was carried on in some form of
industrial building. I think it worthwhile putting
on record the unemployment figures given to me. I
am advised these figures are for September 1984
and they show that in Kwinana the unemployment
rate for 15-19 year olds is 22.6 per cent. In
Rockingham, for the same age group it is 30 per
cent. If one looks at the people who are aged 20-24
the unemployment rate in Kwinana is 27.9 per
cent and in Rockingham it is 27.1 per cent. If one
takes together the age group from 15-24, one sees
that at Kwinana it is 24.8 per cent and in
Rockingham it is 27 per cent. They are very high
unemployment figures. 1 have the figures for
Mandurah as well. The figures for September are
bad and I am told they are getting worse.

There have been some remarkable success
stories from people who have undertaken these
courses. Nobody wants to deny Kwinana the right
to one of these courses- mploy men t programmes
for unemployed youth. Nobody wants to deny
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Kwinana an opportunity like this but surely it is
not beyond the wit of this Minister. I am sure he
has the capacity to organise things so that
Rockingham Technical College provides at least
the course that was proposed by the college. It
would be of real value to the young people of
Rockingham, and at the same time the Kwinana
course could go ahead as proposed.

[ understand that the Minister was given some
information which was reported in the newspaper
which was not quite accurate with regard to the
number of people who were available to take these
courses and the number of people who actually did
them.

Mr Pearce: None of this affects me. It is Com-
monwealth money. The decisions are made by a
committee over which I have no control.

Mr CLARKO: I am sure the Minister has the
capacity to make representations to that Com-
monwealth body just as he has referred in this
Chamber on many occasions about his ability to
inter-relate with his Federal colleagues on these
sort of matters, not this matter in particular, but
in educational matters with Senator Susan Ryan,
and he has claimed some credit for being able to
do that.

Mr Pearce: When I do, you criticise me.

Mr CLARKO: The Minister made a statement
earlier and said his Government did it very well. I
accept that the Minister can do it very well and I
urge him to use his goodwill and the resources of
Officers of the department who negotiate in terms
of working out the allocation of money by the
Commonwealth for particular programmes. There
is a strong input from his department into these
matters. His people do the estimate of who is
qualified to do the courses, and the success rate. It
comes from his department and I am sure he can
put the information together to overcome the
serious problem which exists at Rockingham
where everything is ready to go in relation to a
particular course with the exception of a relatively
small amount of money.

I would say the Minister has money; the uncom-
mitted grants he is allocated by the Common-
wealth for education total millions of dollars each
year, and I am sure he could find some money if
he wanted to. I am not asking the Minister to get
it from there, I am asking him to represent the
case for additional classes at the Rockingham
Technical College to the appropriate Common-
wealth authorities.

I thought of going through the Minister's edu-
cation policy which he put together before the
1983 elections, but to give my friend the member
for Welshpool (Mr Jamieson) a little heart I will

pick up these papers and turn them over solely
because of him. So his interjection had some
value. Before I turn them over, however, I remind
the Chamber that when this Government's first
Budget came out last year the comments of John
Negus appeared in the Daily News on 19 October
under the heading "Budget Dashed Hopes-
Negus". I could say a lot of things but it seems to
me that that heading says in a few words what it
would take me a while to say.

I remind the Minister of the promises he made
to the non-Government system, and particularly to
the Catholic school system and I refer to an article
in the Sunday Times of 13 February 1983 only six
days before the election when he made promises
about how much money he would allocate to the
non-Government sector. HeI has failed and let
them down.

A year or two ago the Government had a great
deal to say about funding for non-Government
schools being based on needs. Of course, the Fed-
eral Government has moved away from a system
of per capita funding for non-Government schools
and it talked a great deal about needs but its
recent decisions in the last Federal Budget have
upset the members of the Australian Teachers'
Federation and Mr Van Davy and company; they
are very unhappy with the Federal Government's
line in regard to funding for non-Government
schools. In my opinion, non-Government schools
should never be satisfied until they move back to a
per capita funding system.

The Minister may agree to tell us whether his
Government is still moving in the direction of
funding for the non-Government sector on a needs
basis or whether it has had second thoughts and
moved to some other area.

I will delight members by saying that I will now
conclude. I grow increasingly disturbed as I see
the promises of the Government not met by action
on all the issues that it pushed as part of its pro-
gramme of getting back into Government, conning
the people of Western Australia by using adver-
tisements showing a lovely young mother and a
couple of children and putting them together and
posing questions about how badly they were doing
under the Liberal National Country Party
Governments of the past and how much better
they would do under ihis Government. They are
not doing any better; in my opinion they are doing
worse.

The Beazley committee is like a grey shadow
with some patches of light over the landscape of
Western Australia. The Government undertook
this inquiry. It took an inordinate period of time
and all in all when the Government found it was
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going to cost $100 million to carry out the recom-
mendations, took fright and provided only a trickle
of money and has as yet virtually met none of its
objectives and not advanced the cause of edu-
cation in Western Australia a tittle.

Mr WATT: I wish to speak on an issue of edu-
cation which is not currently covered by the Edu-
cation Department but which I think should be
covered. I want to illustrate what I have to say by
a practical example of a recent occurrence. I refer
to the work of the Better Hearing Association. For
those members who are not aware, the Better
Hearing Association is a largely voluntary group
which teaches people with failing hearing to
lipread and in so doing make a fairly valuable
contribution to those people who have that dis-
ability. They try to educate those people while the
impairment is becoming worse so that while they
have some hearing then can learn how to partly
lipread and hear at the one time.

Although it is not a formal part of any Edu-
cation Department structure there is a formalised
course and people who participate in this scheme
are examined through the auspices of a section of
the Education Department; I am not quite sure
which one, but it does not particularly matter., I
very much appreciate the limited involvement that
the Education Department has in this matter: in
an area of education as important as this, es-
pecially for elderly people for whom failing hear-
ing is a very traumatic thing, some sort of help is
available.

The Minister will recall that I recently ap-
proached him. I wrote to him on 25 June 1984
with a request for some financial assistance. A
lady pensioner in Albany-I must say she is very
young and spritely for her age-read in the
national magazidie of the Better Hearing Associ-
ation of a seminar to be held on teaching those
with impaired hearing at the University of New
England in NSW. On inquiring about some schol-
arships that were advertised, she was informed
they were available only to NSW people and that
she could have had a scholarship of $150 had she
been resident in NSW. In all the circumstances, I
thought it a worthy cause because of the work that
those people do, not only this lady's work in
Albany with the local people, but also of course
the work done by the association to which she
belongs. The value of that seminar could have
been passed on to many other people had she
attended. I wrote requesting the Minister to pro-
vide the equivalent of the NSW scholarship so this
lady could attend the seminar, having indicated
that she was prepared to travel to NSW at her
own expense, which seemed pretty reasonable. The
seminar was due to start on 17 September, and

eventually after a second letter from me the Min-
ister did write back to her, in fact, on 1 7
September, the day the seminar began, saying that
he could not help.

I understand that it is not possible to help every
little cause that comes along and that Govern-
ments do have to be a bit selective from time to
time. I do not restrict my request to the Better
Hearing Association, but include all organisations
with a volunteer educational basis in the com-
munity which are seeking to assist people with
various impairments, whether they be visual, hear-
ing or otherwise. Where obviously an educational
organisation is concerned, where people have edu-
cational qualifications by an examination, and
wish to travel to attend seminars to assist those
less able than themselves, I would like to see some
sort of policy implemented to make available lim-
ited amounts of funds, which in the overall scheme
of things would be a drop in the bucket in the total
education budget. I would take an awful lot of
convincing that it would not be possible for the
Minister to find $100 or $200 for these sorts of
organisations. I do not believe he would be flooded
with applications from all sorts of undeserving
people. Of course, he would have to decide
whether they were undeserving anyway.

I make that plea on behalf of the Better Hear-
ing Association, knowing something of the work
that it does. It comprises a dedicated group of
people who are very much committed to their
work. They are all volunteers. Perhaps the Mints-
ter might like to give some thought to some policy
commitment in the future to accommodate those
sorts of people.

Mr RUSHTON: My remarks will be short but
they will be related to an item about which the
Minister will know a good deal because it is a local
matter. Firstly, I address the issue of the
Armadale Senior High School and the specialist
music school which was a commitment by the
present Minister when his party came to Govern-
ment. I will not recite the background because he
knows it. That school specialising in music has
been operating well since about 1972. Additions
were made to the school at the changeover of
Government. I think the cost was in our last
Budget-about $168 000-worth of music facilities.
That amount has appreciated, and that commit-
ment has been honoured.

There are two specialist music schools, one at
Perth Modern School and one at Churchlands. It
would be very appropriate to have another at the
Armadale Senior High School. It would service
schools south of the river and transport would be
in the right direction. The trains and buses travel-
ling outwards are presently underused, so they
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would be available. I hope the Minister will com-
ment on this matter. Does he see that happening?
Can he let me know the actual decision regarding
the last commitment in the Government's election
promises? Obviously it is something of great
interest to local people.

The other matter, which is becoming an annual
problem for me, is the commitment for selection of
a site for another high school in the Shire of 5cr-
pentine-Jarrahdale. There was a commitment by
our Government for two high schools in the Ser-
pentine-Jarrahdale area. I know the Minister has
opted for one and it will be obviously at Byford
because that is where the numbers will be. He has
put aside the issue of the district high school for
Mundijong. It is appropriate that a site should be
selected and land procured for that purpose. The
Government's last answer was that it was waiting
for a subdivision to take place. That could take a
long time, and nothing seems to be getting off the
ground in that way. There should be a preferred
site and negotiations should be begun to obtain it.
It would be dealt with fairly quickly by the local
shire.

With the planning procedures in the Serpentine-
Jarrahdale area there will be a need for a high
school commitment for the Byford area,
remembering the statement by the Minister that
he will only have one high school. If the Minister
is very frank and honest, he will find that does not
put Mundijong in the options.

Another matter I want to raise relates to the
school of physics and geosciences at WAIT. Quite
a bit of communication has been received from the
students there regarding the proposal to close that
school and have the facility provided at the
Kalgoorlie School of Mines. A complaint was
raised with me that this seems to happen each year
about exam time. I am not fully conversant with
this matter, but that comment has been made to
me, and students who have written to me have
indicated that it has happened on other occasions
and they are most concerned that it happens when
they are under stress with exams. They made a
few points relating to their beliefs. Students claim
that the two courses are dissimilar. The Kalgoorlie
School of Mines teaches mining geology, whereas
the Bentley campus is concerned with exploration
and applied geology. The highly successful course
at Bentley should not be curtailed to prop up the
unsubscribed one at Kalgoorlie. We all have fairly
strong feelings about the Kalgoorlie School of
Mines, and I do not want to belittle that insti-
tution at all.

As far as I am concerned it is something to
which the Minister should address himself. At the
moment students are free to choose between the

School of Mines and the WAIT course. This free-
dom should remain and there should be no com-
pulsory transfer. Apparently they have had suf-
ficient numbers at WAIT to keep this course go-
ing. Transfer of part of the course to Kalgoorlie
would be educationally disruptive. The last point
made by the Geology and Geophysics Society is
that partial or complete transfer would impose
such a financial burden on students and their
parents that most undergraduates would be forced
to withdraw from geology at WAIT or would not
enter the course in the first place.

It is something about which I would like the
Minister to give an undertaking in regard to the
present position in order that I can reply to the
questions I have been asked.

One issue which is close to the Minister and
about which I am receiving quite a few calls con-
cerns the resiting of the Armadale Primary
School. I have had confidential discussions with
the Minister on this matter. Now that the com-
mercial development has taken place at the
subregional centre at Armadale it is more in the
minds of people. I think the shopping centre has
been very successful and the crowds still pour in.
The question arises: When will the next step take
place? I do not know when the Minister can advise
me, but I believe that the corner of Carradine
Road and Albany Highway would be a choice
situation for the resiting of the school. Obviously it
will have to be at the cost of the developer. It
would be appropriate if negotiations took place
now. It takes time to develop a site and to locate
the children in a satisfactory way.

The last item I raise concerns the people
involved with the Oakford Primary School site.

Mr Pearce: I think the local people are in agree-
ment with the site and are happy with what has
been done.

Mr RUSHTON: Is it near the shop site?
Mr Pearce: Yes.
Mr RUSHTON: Does the land belong to Mr P.

Kargotich?
Mr Pearce: Yes.
Mr RUSH-TON: Do you think the negotiations

have been completed?
Mr Pearce: I have the impression that we pur-

chased the land for a relatively small sum. It was
agreed to by the director of planning.

Mr RUSHTON: I think the only question con-
cerns the amount to be paid for the land. I think
the actual site is agreed to.

Mr Pearce: I have given approval for the site to
be purchased, but I am not aware whether it has
been.
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Mr RUSHTON: That will be acceptable to the
people involved and in fact they will appreciate
what has occurred.

The issues I have raised are somewhat par-
ochial, but the only additional question concerns
WAIT and what is happening at the present time.

Mr MacKINNON; I have a couple of issues to
raise and I hope the Minister will throw some light
on them-of course, he may not want to.

The first issue revolves around what is called the
Technical and Further Education Migrant Edu-
cation Centre. He will recall that I asked him a
question recently about it. He indicated that the
State did not fund the centre. Nonetheless, it
sends out correspondence under the heading of the
Technical and Further Education division, which
comes under his control. I guess that if the Minis-
ter disagrees with anything the centre is doing he
would have the opportunity to say so and ask it to
move on to some other agency.

Mr Pearce: It is Commonwealth funded, but it
is State controlled.

Mr MacKINNON: I have not thoroughly
researched the topic because I have not had time.
But I am concerned about a publication titled
Focus put out by the agency.

The Minister will recall that I also asked him a
question about this publication and apparently
eight issues have been printed. The publication
was drawn to my attention by a concerned con-
stituent-a new Australian if one would want to
term him as such-who was concerned about the
sort of literature being distributed in this publi-
cation.

I will quote from the publication in order to give
members an idea of why he was concerned and
why I share his concern. The editorial states-

Focus is a magazine for students who are
learning English as a second language. It is
your magazine.

In other words, the magazine is being distributed
to those people who have recently arrived in
Australia and who wish to learn English via the
Migrant Education Centre. I am referring to the
first publication and I hasten to add that I think it
is a good idea to have such a publication to dis-
seminate information to new arrivals to Australia.
However, I do not agree with the nature of the
articles contained therein and I refer to two par-
ticular articles. The first article in the first issue of
the magazine published by the Technical and
Further Education Migrant Education Centre is
on Aboriginal land rights. I would not mind if the
articles had some balance. However, there is no

balance in this article and I will quote the opening
paragraphs as follows-

There are 159 000 Aboriginal people in
Australia. These people would like to own
land; they are asking the Government for
"land rights".

The Australian Government now under-
stands how deeply affected the Aboriginal
people were by the European settlement.
Their land was taken away and their people
scattered. The taking away of the traditional
land of the Aborigines was a great loss to
them. They feel very close to their land and it
is the land which has formed the basis for
their traditional society.

Further on it states-
At the moment, without land rights the

Aboriginal people in W.A. have 8 per cent of
the state under some form of control, but the
amount of land owned by Aborigines in W.A.
is very small. They own 14 million ha-

Hardly very small; it continues-
-in the Central Desert next to the North-

ern Territory and South Australian Reserves.
It goes on to make comments about the National
Aboriginal Conference.

The point I am making is that it is my view that
a Government publication issued under the banner
and sponsorship of the Technical and Further
Education Division of the Education Department
should as far as possible remain apolitical. Many
articles in this document are just that-the future
of Hong Kong, the reporting on the USSR and
Austria.

Another article which appeared in this publi-
cation concerns me. Bear in mind that the publi-
cation is designed to be forwarded to new arrivals
in Australia who are wishing to learn our
language. Members would have thought the sorts
of messages one would have tried to convey in a
publication like this would be designed to give
these people a feeling of belonging and a feeling of
unity. What do we see in the first publication but
an article on Aboriginal land rights, which made
no attempt to give a balanced view of the situation
and could hardly be said to unify Australia.

The second article promotes the idea that we
should have a new national flag. Once again I do
not take issue with that concept. However, I would
have thought that if one was trying to present an
argument in a balanced way to new arrivals in
Australia, one would try to make sure that any
article on the Australian flag was balanced and
presented both sides of the argument-not just
one. I happen not to agree with the argument that
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we should have a new Australian national flag. I
do not take issue with there being an article on the
Australian national flag, but I would have thought
that the first publication would present more
balanced articles.

I ask the Minister whether he would take the
time to examine what is happening to this publi-
cation and why it has such a biased point of view. I
ask the Minister if possible to ask the division to
ensure that in future those publications have a
proper balance, bearing in mind the people who
will read them.

I plan to get hold of the other eight issues of this
magazine and do my own examination of its
track record. I also plan to make sure I keep
abreast now of what is being printed therein. I
hope the Minister will do likewise in the interests
of ensuring a balanced view is expressed to those
people.

The second point I wish to make, and I intend to
make it on every other section of the Budget,
relates to the number of people employed by the
Government in Western Australia. The Treasurer
has stood up in this Parliament and waxed long
and lyrical about how efficient this Government i s.
You know, Mr Deputy Chairman (Mr Burkett), I
have taken a close interest in the Government's
activities in this area. In the Budget debate last
year the Treasurer had a 10-point efficiency plan,
and he has probably scored about five out of 10 in
regard to that plan.

I turn to this vote in the Minister for Edu-
cation's section of the Budget and see a heading,
"Community Employment Program". In reply to
a question the Minister explained that it was a
programme to provide office assistance in schools.1
There are 230 people employed under that proj ect.

I am not critical of the project or the people
employed. What I am critical of is the fact that
those people are not included in the employment
statistics for the Education Department, and I
gather nor are they included in the figures that the
Treasurer gave us from time to time when trying
to claim the statistics for employment in Western
Australia were under control.

Mr Pearce: It is a 40-week thing. We are keep-
ing those people on a Cull-time basis.

Mr MacKINNON: That may be the case in
some instances, but the Minister has indicated he
is hoping the fund will be continued. Here we have
people for 80 weeks on the payroll of the Govern-
ment, but they are not included in the statistics of
employment. I do not think it matters if they are
on for six weeks, six months or six years; if they
are employed by the Government they should be

included in ;te Government's payroll statistics. It
is exactly the same as the London Agency vote.

The Treasurer mentioned the London Agency,
and I asked about additional assistance and the
number of staff. The Treasurer said nine people
are still on the payroll, but they will be put off
during this year, so they were not included. At the
moment nine people are working in the Agent
General's office in London but they are not in-
cluded in the statistics. If that is not a misuse of
statistics I do not know what it is.

Here we have an additional 230 people included
on the Government's payroll for which this
Government is allocating this year almost $1
million, yet not one of those people is included in
the employment statistics. That is misleading, to
say the least.

Those are the two issues I wanted to raise at this
time. When we come to the capital works budget I
wish to raise a couple of parochial issues concern-
ing my electorate. I would appreciate the Minis-
ter's response to these issues when he replies this
evening.

Mr OLD: One point the Minister is well aware
of concerns the Katanning High School. I wrote to
the Minister recently inviting him to visit the
Katanning High School and the education facili-
ties in the district. I am hopeful he will be able to
do that before the end of the school year. I know
he has a fairly tight programme, but I hope he will
be able to fit that in.

Some three years ago the incumbent principal,
Mr Neil Thompson, embarked on a programme to
finance a computer. From memory something like
$10 000 had to be raised for this computer. This
was achieved by school projects. With the advent
of cheaper computers, the school now boasts some
25 or so, and has a very good programme under
the supervision of a very competent senior master.

The problem now is giving students the right
environment in which to work with these com-
puters. I took the opportunity recently while at the
school to look at the facilities. Unfortunately every
nook and cranny had been used to house the new
computers. Students are getting value from them,
but I am sure the Minister would agree, when he
sees the conditions under which staff and pupils
are working, that they are highly undesirable.

I appreciate very much that the Minister's capi-
tal works budget is very precious and it must be
stretched as far as it will go, but it is high time
some money was spent on the Katanning High
School, which services a very large district. I re-
peat my invitation to the Minister to come down
and have a first-hand look. I would like to put it on
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record that I personally and the education staff
would like to see him accept the invitation.

The Minister will recall that recently I was
talking about the problems with hostels and the
problems people in the great southern area were
experiencing. I guess most other areas are having
problems in having children accommodated at
high school hostels or private schools to get them
into the secondary education system. It is not easy;
I do not believe that many people in the metropoli-
tan area realise the difficulty country people have
in getting their children educated to a stage where
they can be competitive on the labour market.

Mr Watt: They do not realise a lot of things
about country people.

Mr OLD: That is probably right. It is easy to
overlook these matters, but everybody in the
Chamber realises how difficult it is for young
people today to obtain employment. I was going to
say "suitable employment," but obtaining employ-
ment is number one. Unless a child has the oppor-
tunity to receive a reasonable education-and
-reasonable" today is up to secondary level-he
does not have much chance of .obtaining decent
employment in his home town or in a neighbour-
ing area.

I did point out the problems experienced by
people in my electorate with children in the lower
grades, particularly in the eastern part of the
Katanning area. I pointed out to the Minister the
necessity to look at accommodation in Katanning.
I am grateful that he has advised that the Edu-
cation Department, through the High School Hos-
tels Authority, has taken a lease on the Kartanup
Hostel. This is very desirable, but probably a stop-
gap measure. I will not go any further into that
because I have already explained my thoughts in
that regard. I have had some inquiry from people
in the Beverley area, through the Leader of the
Opposition, with regard to facilities in the
Beverley and Pingelly areas.

When making my points about high school hos-
tels I mentioned recently that it would probably be
the right time to consider establishing five-day
hostels in areas such as Lake Grace and Corrigin.
I reiterate that point, because problems are being
experienced. Today I was looking through some
papers which have been handed to me, and cer-
tainly with regard to the Beverley area I have
received a complaint about the lack of educational
facilities for years I I and 12. It does not sound
very much, and I guess everything is relative to
what a parent can afford to do, but an interesting
observation made here is that there is a general
tendency for children to move out of country
schools at year 7, because parents prefer to have

their children complete years 8 to 12 at one school
without a change at the end of year 10. That is a
reasonable concept and one with which most
people would agree, especially those who have
lived in a country town where secondary edu-
cational facilities are not available.

When I first returned to Kattanning, my two
children had to leave Katanning and go to Perth to
finish their education. At that time, although it
was a financial burden, when I look at the figures
which were quoted here today, I realise that we
were probably fairly well off. I quote from this
letter the rates being charged in June 1984:
Swanleigh Hostel, $1 225 per term; Northam
Hostel, $950 per term; Narrogin Hostel, $825 per
term; and Kobeelya College, $1 000 per term.

Without being too parochial, looking through
those figures I should recommend Kobeelya Col-
lege as having bargain rates when one compares
them with some of the other figures. However, I
caution people who wish to send male students
there, that they are only acceptable at Kobeelya in
the primary section, and certainly not in the
boarding section, because it is a girls' college.

This illustrates the problems country people
face. In addition to the fees, it is pointed out that
there is no guarantee that students can be booked
into these hostels between now and 1988. They
have real problems and it is something which I
recently brought up in respect of Katanning, but I
draw it to the Minister's attention that the
position is not peculiar to Katanning. It is spread
far and wide throughout country areas.

It is very easy to point out the problems and I
know from past experience that it is not very easy
to solve them from a financial point of view, but I
again ask the Minister if he would care to come
down into the country, spend a day or two in very
congenial circumstances, and have a look at the
problems first-hand.

Before I conclude I shall refer to another point
in relation to a town for which I have great affec-
tion. I refer to Kununurra. While it is located a
long way from my electorate, it is a town with
which I had a lot to do when I was Minister for
Agriculture and later as Minister for Primary In-
dustry. It is a fiercely independent town and the
people there endeavour to look after their own
problems. Naturally, not only because of remote-
ness, but also because of the amount of money
involved providing facilities, Kununurra experi-
ences difficulties which far outweigh those in the
southern part of the State.

The school has just launched into the computer
field and the PCA has raised the necessary money
to install a computer. I think we would all agree
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that in this day of advanced technology, it is
necessary to have computers in secondary edu-
cation systems. The housing the PCA had
expected to utilise for the computer was an old
demiountable which I understand has been
replaced by a more substantial building. The de-
partment has now decided to shirt the
demountable to Derby. I suggest that transporting
the demountable to Derby would probably cost as
much as the construction of a new building at
Kununurra or Derby, despite the fact that the cost
of building in the Kimberley is very high, It is also
a long way to drag a demountable.

At times departments do not take into account
the cost of transport in respect of relocating facili-
tics from one area to another.

I ask that the Minister take note of the plea
from the Kununurra PCA and have a look at the
possibility of at least leaving the demountable in
IKununurra. I guess the people there would prefer
to have a more permanent building erected, but I
am sure they would be happy if the Minister could
see his way clear to leaving that demountable
building there.

With those few words I close my remarks be-
cause I have covered most of the areas in my own
electorate during the period of general debate on
the Budget.

Mr BRADSHAW: Firstly, I shall clear up an
anomaly in respect of the dorothy dix question
asked tonight by the member for Mitchell. It was
stated that I discussed the Australind high school
with the Minister for Education at that time, but
that was not true.

Mr Pearce: Of course it was not true. That was
the point of the question. You did not discuss it
with me at all.

Mr BRADSHAW: Previously I had circulated
a Press release and it was not my fault that GWN
television just happened to pick it up on that day.
It did contradict slightly what the Minister said in
answer to a question or in reply to a letter, I am
not sure which.

M r Pearce: You wrote me a letter and I replied.

Mr BRADSHAW: The Minister certainly did
not say that a high school would be built in
Australind within the next couple of years, as he
now says.

Mr Pearce: I said that there were insufficient
children in the Australind area to enable the con-
struction of a high school just for Australind kids,
but what, I did not say in the letter was that the
possibility of siting a school at Australind
depended on what happened in the Bunbury area
generally. There will need to be a third high school

in the Bunbury area, and there is a possibility that
it will be sited at Australind.

Mr BRADSHAW: There is a need to plan now
for the Australind area and not wait to build a
high school after the need has arisen.

It was good of the Minister to come down to my
area, even though he did so to promote his Federal
candidate. At least he obtained an appreciation of
the problems in the Mu rray- Wellington elector-
ate, particularly in respect of the Waroona Pri-
mary School.

The primary school should have been rebuilt at
least 10 years ago anid, as the Minister stated on
the day, it is probably one of the worst schools he
has seen outside or possibly in the metropolitan
area-I cannot remember his exact words.

Bearing in mind that the Minister has now seen
the Waroona Primary School and has obtained a
first-hand appreciation of it, I hope that in the
next Budget-I cannot expect it in this
Budget-provision will be made to build the pri-
mary school.

I notice in the public works section, money is
allocated to the purchase of land. That will not
necessarily be in Waroona, but I hope some of that
money is set aside to purchase land to build a new
primary school in the Waroona area.

The Minister was made aware of the literacy
programme currently being carried out in the
Harvey area in an effort to help raise the literacy
standards of children in the primary school. The
guidance officers in the area have found a problem
in literacy levels, a problem that needs to be
addressed, but we need some help. The community
has bogged in with help and the teachers have
done a great job in providing encouragement for
the children and by taking part in the programme
directly. Even the local newspaper is doing its bit
by running a special page to encourage children to
read and to do Small tests and write stories and so
on.

The Education Department can do more, and
when the Minister visits the area, it would be good
if he could see fit to increase funding to this area
to help with this programme and perhaps provide
additional teachers. The acting principal of the
primary school believes that an extra teacher
would be of great benefit to overcome the literacy
problem. Obviously the problem must be
addressed at the primary school level, although
there is no reason to give up on the older students
in the high school.

The Pinjarra High School also is in need of
upgrading. The condition of the staff amenities
area and the office accommodation for the
principal and the deputy principal is certainly a bit
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archaic. It is a pity that the Minister did not find
time to visit the area ibis year. I hope that in the
new year he does find time to come down to see at
first hand the problems at the Pinjarra High
School, A couple of the classrooms are also out-
dated. I urn not sure how long they have been
there, but they are made of poured concrete. They
look very dilapidated and they do not encourage
academic pursuit. The condition of the
offices at the school are such that it is difficult to
run office training programmes. The offices are
certainly outmoded when compared with high
schools in Perth and even Mandurah, where they
have simulated offices where students can learn
what it is like to work in an office. The Minister
indicated by letter that he could not get down this
year, but perhaps he could indicate that next
year's Budget will contain funding for improve-
ments at the high school.

The Pinjarra Primary School is also in need of
more funds. The classrooms get very hot in sum-
mer and they need fans or something else to irm-
prove the conditions. A couple of other areas need
attention also.

It seems strange that, before the election, the
Labor Party went out of its way to woo the
PLEDG group in Bunbury, yet now seems to have
changed its view. The PLEDG group is now upset
with the Government because the Government has
come up short with the goods it promised before
tlic- election, In a letter to me the Minister said
that he did not think much of the organisation and
that he found problems with it and he indicated
further that the Teachers' Union was against it.
When he was challenged by the person who runs
the group, Mr Darryl Wills-

Mr Pearce: I did not. Who told you that?
Mr BRADSHAW: The person I just named.
Mr Pearce: In that case he is not a very honest

person. I received a deputation from them and I
made it perfectly clear that the union was very
worried about its efforts to take over the role of
teachers in the classrooms.

Mr BRADSHAW: I"e indicated contrary to
what the Minister has just said.

Mr Pearce: Then he is not telling the truth.
Mr BRADSHAW: That letter was dated 17

July. When the Deputy Premier was on the 6PR
"Take it to the top" programme he said that the
Minister for Education had said how great the
organisation was. No indication was given that the
Minister was dissatisfied with the group's activi-
ties. That was on 30 July, well after my receipt of
that letter, so there is a bit of conflict there. I
asked the Minister why he contradicted himself,
and he said that there was no contradiction.

Mr Pearce: There is none.

Mr BRADSH-AW: It is strange then that the
Minister said he was not happy with the group.

Mr Pearce: I said that there was a range of
problems with the way its members worked in the
schools and that they had been excluded by your
Government. I indicated, through officers of mine.
a set of guidelines under which they could go back
into the schools and they are now working in
schools at the previous level. I will not supply the
$500 000 for them to do the job of the school
system. I put that money into the education sup-
port centres, which are supported by the parents of
handicapped children.

Mr BRADSHAW: They did not mention any-
thing about S500 000. They believe they are not
getting the support they thought they would get
and they felt that they were being forced out of
the schools. They believed they were fulfilling a
great role by providing a back-up through the
parents of the children themselves and getting
students assimilated into schools by helping to
take reading classes and other classes for students
who needed extra attention.

Mr BLAIKIE: From the outset I give the Min-
ister an accolade for the work he undertook bor
the Augusta school. It was experiencing an
overcrowding problem which had gone on for
some time. I believed that the school should have
been the subject of a rigorous re-building pro-
gramme. That was not to be, although that was
not the responsibility of this Minister. The parents
and citizens group put a proposal to the Minister
whereby the group would establish a building pro-
gramme within the school which would meet the
immediate accommodation requirements of the
school and at the same time meet the standards
required by the Education Department. This
would save the Government literally tens of thou-
sands of dollars because of the manner in which
the programme would be carried out. I appreciate
the Minister's decision in that he saw a problem
and was prepared to act in a manner that Minis-
ters ought to follow. No doubt officers of his de-
partment may not have appreciated his decision,
but as the representative of the area I certainly
appreciated it. I place on record my accolade for
his work.

Within the Vasse electorate a number of pro-
grammes arc already under way. Some are
nearing completion. The water supply for the
Karridale School has been approved. This pro-
grarmem was put up to successivc Governments,
and my good friend the member for Karrinyup,
when Minister, decided that the Karrid-ale School
was not a priority. However, I am delighted that
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this water supply will be in operation by the end of
the year.

These programmes are important to the country
areas, and I was delighted when the decision was
made to go ahead with that programme. That
school has suffered a degree of degradation, be-
cause the water supply has been totally unsatisfac-
tory for many years. The community deserves that
new water supply which will be "on stream" by
the end of the year.

Building projects are under way in Margaret
River and Busselton, and again I am appreciative
of them.

One area of concern I have raised before during
this debate and intend to raise again rela tes to
agricultural education. I am sure the Minister will
realise I am not paying accolades now. When we
consider the immediate region of the south-west
we note that agricultural education is provided for
in schools in Harvey and Denmark. Small facili-
ties are provided at Manjimup and Margaret
River. The Margaret River section is almost non-
existent.

Within that region of the south-west a need
exists for agricultural education facilities, The
type of facilities I envisage would cater for the
shires of Busselton, Nannup. Margaret River, and
Augusta, and probably include the Shire of Capel.
A reasonably high level of student population
exists in that region and certain demands are be-
ing made for a diversity of educational
opportunities. Such opportunities are provided by
way of high schools and technical education
through the Bunbury College of Advanced Edu-
cation, but agricultural education needs are not
being met.

If students in those areas require agricultural
education, their parents are obliged to send them
to other districts. The time is overdue for the Min-
ister and his department to look at future require-
ments of agricultural education. The number of
prospective students indicates that within 12
months the need for this facility will double, thus
justifying its provision. The Bunbury Technical
School is an example. Some 12 to 14 students were
travelling each day to the technical college and
buses were provided to take those students to the
college from Margaret River and Collie. From the
Busselton area alone I believe something like 50 to
60 students a day now attend the college, because
a facility is provided to transport them there. The
same would apply to agricultural education.

We have an ongoing commitment to ensure that
young people are better equipped because the
standards of their parents are certainly not ad-

equate for the 1980s and certainly will not be
adequate for the 1 990s.

Mr D. L. Smith: Are you satisfied with the
courses at Bunbury tech?

Mr BLAIKIE: If there were courses at the
Bunbury tech, that would go part of the way to
meeting the demand. The courses which I imagine
would be conducted would be those of advanced
education industry, but the real core I am getting
back to is that the mainstream of students at high
school level need agricultural education, in ad-
dition to their normal core subjects.

Mr D. L. Smith: Do you see that facility in
Margaret River and Busselton?

Mr BLAIKIE: I would see a facility catering
for high school students to be located in a reason-
ably central position; such a facility would cater
for students in the areas of the Shires of Cape!,
Nannup, Busselton, and Augusta- Margaret River.
I will not be precise and say where the location
should be, but I will say there is a positive need for
a facility to be established.

Mr D. L. Smith: What about Capel?

Mr BLAIKIE: If Capel were the selected area
Or if it were Capel or nowhere else, I would sup-
port Capel. I believe an objective approach should
be taken.

Definite steps must be taken to provide agricul-
tural education facilities. If agriculture is to have
a future we must make sure that young people are
better educated in farming and rural practices. I
ask the Minister to take heed of what I have said
and see that positive steps are taken.

Mr COURT: I thank the Minister and the
Government for the work they are doing and for
the funds that have been allocated to Hollywood
H-igh School. I wrote to the Minister in support of
the applications by the parents and citizens of that
school. It is an interesting high school in that its
major problem is that it has a shortage of land on
which to build. It is short of playing grounds and
students have to go to nearby Rosalie Park to
find suitable playing fields. The school is so short
of space that, at lunchtime, there is no room for
students to sit down.

The parents and citizens' association wanted fa-
cilities for expanding the computer study section
and the art section. Funds will be provided in the
coming year.

A number of people have expressed concern
about the number of days off teachers seem to
have for conferences of different types. During
this year teachers have held special meetings to
discuss the Beazley report. That was one confer-
ence that was brought to my attention. The Minis-
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ter might want to comment on that. It is important
that the teaching year is not disrupted by outside
activities because, as the profession is organised.
teachers have plenty of time when school is not in
session to do those things.

The question of vacation bicycle educational
courses has been raised previously, There is a big
problem in the Nedlands electorate in this regard,
because the district has not been designed to cater
for bicycles. A lot of children ride to the primary
school, Hollywood High School, and private
schools in the area. The traffic in the area is very
dangerous. From time to time there are quite
serious accidcnts, and I think it is sad that we have
reached the stage where we must teach children
how to handle bicycles.

Has the Minister considered the proposals that
have been put to him to get the vacation bicycle
educational courses off the ground?

Mr CRANE: The Minister made a promise in
relation to Carnamah High School after he had
received a deputation from that school. I am con-
cerned that the proposal be proceeded with as
early as possible.

Also, some years ago, we established the Quinins
Rock Primary School. Lately there has been con-
cern because a number of the children have been
bused past the Quinns Rock turnoff into
Wanneroo. This matter has not been brought to
the Mini.ter's attention because we did not feel it
was necessary to do so. However, it has been
brought to the attention of the department. The
department is presently looking for a bus to serve
the school.

The Minister would be aware that, in country
areas, children are required to attend the school
nearest to where they live. Previously, when we
have asked the Education Department whether
children could continue at the school which they
had been attending, the answer has been, "No,
they must go to the school closest to where they
live".

The other matter I wish to raise relates to the
Jurien High School. The time has come to con-
sider looking to the establishment of a district high
school for the Jurien area. The population of that
area will grow, particularly after the building of
the marina, which has been provided for in this
Budget.

The Wannamal school has to close down. The
numbers are not sufficient and the parents decided
at a meeting to close the school. I am not sure for
how long there has been a school at Wannamal,
but the parents have decided to close it. I appreci-
ate the fact that the Minister will keep the school

bus running until the end of the year, when there
has been a suggestion that it will cease running.

Everyone in my electorate is relatively happy
about education. Generally speaking, the schools
are in good heart. There are no real complaints of
a serious nature, except that we are concerned
about the building programme for Carnamah
school. 1 feel that the Education Department does
a sterling job for education in country areas.
School buses cost the State thousands of dollars
and, generally, the department must be
congratulated for its efforts and concern for
country children.

Mr PEARCE: I thank members for their contri-
butions to this debate. Everyone has schools in
their electorate, and so the education section of
the Estimates occupies some time.

With regard to the comments made by the Op-
position spokesman on education, questions on
funding do not seem to be of much concern to his
colleagues. At the same time that he was saying
what a dreadful thing we are doing by running
down the education system, all his colleagues were
saying that a lot of problems that had previously
existed had been overcome.

The comments by the member for Moore sum
up the situation in the State generally. The people
are in good heart. There is a belief that education
is doing pretty well in these times. I do not find
any great feeling of despair or dissatisfaction
around the traps, although I occasionally run into
a situation which raises the ire of parents, mostly
over some minor matter.

On the question of funding, it needs to be said
that, whatever the performance of the O'Connor
Government, these facts are indisputable.

Since that time in two Budgets we have
provided all that the O'Connor Government
provided, plus a two per cent increase in real terms
last year and a five per cent increase in real terms
this year; that is, in two years we have provided a
seven per cent increase in real terms in education
funding. It has not been possible for us to make
the improvements in class sizes I had hoped for in
those two years, despite the increase in funding
and the extra 550 or so teachers that have been
put into the system. There has been a massive and
unexpected explosion in the number of secondary
school students which has taken up 500 of the
additional teachers provided over the two years.
As soon as that student population explosion starts
to diminish-and I expect it will the year after
next-we shall be able to make the promised im-
provement in class sizes in secondary schools.

With regard to the Budget share it is also the
case that in the last year of the O'Connor Govern-
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ment, which was the best Budget share year, the
Budget share for education was 23.4 per cent. In
our first Budget, disregarding the $50 million for
the diamond mine, the share was 23.9 per cent.
This year the Budget share is 24.22 per cent. Ifr we
ignore the $50 million from last year's Budget it
could look bad for last year but it looks good this
year, because the Budget share last year would
have been 23.2 per cent and this year it is 24.22
per cent. Therefore, the increase would be one per
cent in Budget share. It is silly to take the argu-
ment through, and it does not matter if we had a
bad year last year and a good year this year. We
now have a Budget share of 24.22 per cent which
is the highest ever in the history of the State.

Mr Clarko: You said that you would give a
Budget share of 25 per cent.

Mr PEARCE: I said we would get there over
three years and we are well on the way to doing
that. It would have been higher this year were it
not for the fact that we reduced payroll tax, and
one of the components in the expenditure is pay-
roll tax for the teachers. By diminishing the
amounts to be paid by the Education Department
we have diminished the Budget share.

Mr Clarko: You are paying $25 million in pay-
roll tax and that is $2 million more than last year.

Mr PEARCE: There are more teachers. There
has been a cut in the rate of payroll tax and if we
had kept the rate of payroll tax the same we would
have had a greater share of the Budget this year.
That demonstrates that Budget share is an
imprecise measure of the commitment to edu-
cation and we shall not put much emphasis on that
in the future. However, this year the share is
higher than ever.

With regard to implementation of the Beazley
report. I reject the proposition that nothing has
happened in this area. I have been criticised
widely around the State mostly by tertiary insti-
tutions, and especially by the University of West-
ern Australia, for proceeding too rapidly with the
whole business. Some people, not the majority,
feel that the rate of change is so great that it is
hard for people to cope with the changes. I have
sympathy with that view and I have staggered the
implementation of many matters over five or six
years. The programme as far as time is concerned
is pretty well in place and major and significant
changes are taking place in our education system.
The beauty of the the way we are implementing
the Beazley recommendations is that we are work-
ing with the resources we already have. We are
increasing the efficiency of the use of resources.

The $100 million total implementation
funding-a figure I have used myself and which
the member for Karrinyup got from me-includes
everything in the Henley report; that is, all the
optional extras, social workers, extra guidance
officers, smaller class sizes, more time for primary
teachers, and the whole wish list. In the short-term
we are not proposing to implement many of these
things; it is not within the financial capacity of the
State to do it. We are ensuring that the structure
of education in our State using existing resources,
teachers, and curriculum officers will go in new
directions which will give a greater and more ef-
fective outcome for students in this State. For
example, the plan to introduce and emphasise the
study of Asian languages in our schools will cost
almost nothing. It is a great and significant step
forward because we are building it into the high
schools using the existing staff ratios. The cost of
teachers of Chinese, Japanese or Malay will not be
extra because they will replace teachers who
would have been teaching other subjects under the
old system. There will be some one-off costs for
setting up the curriculums but a major step will be
taken without major expenditure. That approach
has been adopted by this Government in achieving
in the short-term the significant level of education
reform we have been able to achieve.

With regard to tertiary institutions, I regret
that the relationship between me and the UWA is
not good, although the same cannot be said of the
other three institutions. The Western Australian
Institute of Technology is grateful and supportive
of my efforts to turn that institution into a univer-
sity. I have some difficulty with the director, Don
Watts, which I freely acknowledge, and that is
based largely on his own missionary advocacy and
zeal with regard to seeking higher levels of
funding for his institution at the expense of the
other three. I have not supported his empire build-
ing in this regard. Dr Watts is in the habit of
sending out letters as though he is in the
photocopying business. He writes regularly to me,
the Premier, the Prime Minister, to all the news-
papers, probably to the member for Karrinyup,
and to anyone else he can think of. The first time I
travelled around the other States, I was asked who
Don Watts was. He bombards everybody with let-
ters praising WAIT and his behaviour makes him
a laughing stock. I am not condemning him for his
enthusiasm but it is like the boy who cried wolf.
Eventually people around the country have begun
commenting on his actions in a disparaging way. I
find that people in tertiary institutions are very
much like those in the entertainment business;
they are unbelievably bitchy about each other and
that kind of disparagement comes easily on Dr
Watts because of the way he approaches things.
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I spoke to the chairman of the council at
WAIT, Justice Barbiett, and said that he should
be aware of the extent to which Don Watts was
damaging the institution by this kind of campaign.
Even though he may have the best of motives his
methods are the worst possible. I asked Justice
Barbieti whether he could do anything about the
situation. However, no restraint followed; perhaps
Justice Barblett could not or would not apply any
restraint. I do not know whether he tried. He took
on board what I said and possibly discussed that
with the people at WAIT. In some ways an excess
of enthusiasm is not a bad thing, but it is if it leads
people to disregard the serious points because they
are locked up in a general demand for more
students and more funds and an argument about
levels of funding which do not hold up. The argu-
ments put forward by Dr Watts have been rejected
by WAPSEC, the Commonwealth Tertiary Edu-
cation Commission and, following study of the
figures, by me. In fact, WAIT is failing to address
the real issue; that is, given the simple two-band
level of funding we need a system which is more
sympathetic to WAIT's real needs and not to Its
territorial and empire building ambitions. The
Government is addressing this in its proposal to
make WAIT a uiniversity.

The view I am expressing is widely held at
WAIT and many people in senior positions, and
certainly throughout the staff, wish that Dv Watts
would get back to the job of [unning the insti-
tution on a more democratic basis and spend less
time on his educationally political ambitions. One
has only to go to WAIT to understand how wide-
spread that feeling is at the institution. It is my
intention to continue to work to remove some of
the barriers that have arisen between myself and
IJWA, largely over my insistence that the Beazlcy
report recommendations be commenced in 1985.
That was the difficulty with UWA; it was very
reluctant to agree to that time scale and to a range
of things necessary to achieve that time scale.
Therefore, some measure of public coercion was
necessary to get the Beazley report going in the
interests of the children of our State.

Obviously no Minister likes to be involved in
confrontation with any body for which he is re-
sponsible.

Mr Clarko: It appears you do, because you do it
so often.

M r PEARCE: I do not.

Mr Clarko: That is the fact of the matter. If you
read the questions, you will see how many times
you made comments about that.

Mr PEARCE: I will not lie or pretend that I
approve of the lines taken by the university. How-

ever, the member for Karrinyup is guilty of a
considerable level of distortion when he tries to
build this into a titanic structure. He said that I
said the university senate was archaic. That sort of
comment did not relate to the whole university; it
was made quite specifically about the structure of
the university senate. When one compares the sen-
ate with the governing bodies of the other three
tertiary institutions in this State, all of which are
more modern, it is an archaic structure.

The quote about the "laugh ing-stock across
Australia" was made quite specifically about che
decision of the University of Western Australia to
include Latin in the TAE list and exclude English.
I did not suggest that the university was a laugh-
ing-stock in any other way; but that decision was
one which would appear very strange to education-
alists across Australia. That is all. People like the
member for Karrinyup have sought to elevate a
comment like that on a specific issue into a
judgment about the whole university. I have not
done it in that way, and although there is a cool-
ness between me and the administration of UWA,
the coolness does not run all the way through. I
have good relationships with the student body, for
a start, and with quite a lot of the staff, who feel
that they are powerless in a large institution be-
cause nobody takes account of their views.

I will insist that tertiary institutions are more
democratic and more accountable; and I hope that
when the legislation comes before the Parliament,
the Opposition will be supportive of the general
principles, even if it feels that in seeking to achieve
these principles in a short time, I have been less
polite in mylanguage to some of the people than i
might have been.

I will now deal with the two specific questions
raised by the member for Karrinyup. In relation to
the telescopes for La Salle College in Midland, the
simple fact of the matter is that I have looked at
the matter very closely indeed. The college has a
very large astronomy course, and at various times
it has sought to borrow up to 101 telescopes for
significant periods of time-in excess of a term.
The Government has 15 telescopes for all the
Government schools in the State for the whole
year, and we simply cannot afford to lock up two-
thirds of the State's supply for long-term courses
at La Salle.

The telescopes are not massively expensive. A
year or two ago I bought myself a telescope with a
4i inch reflector for something under $250; and it
is not beyond the ability of La Salle College to
find the money for a telescope or two within the
funding it receives from us or from the Common-
wealth, rather than locking up the supply for the
State Government schools.
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Mr Clarko: That is unfortunate. That is a
change in policy.

Mr PEARCE: No, it is not. The policy of not
lending them to La Salle seemed to be in effect
before I became the Minister. Certainly the col-
lege was borrowing the telescopes before then.

Mr Clarko: They were borrowing them in my
time.

Mr PEARCE: That may have been the case. It
was not a decision made by me, it was made by the
department.

Each time an approach was made, I went
through the file. I got Mr Crosbie in to discuss the
matter-he is a former teacher of mine, and a
decent chap. The simple circumstance is that La
Salle has a science teacher who is very interested
in astronomy and who, in seeking to gather what
resources he could, in fact was locking up most of
the telescopes available to Government schools.

Mr Clarko: I thank you for that explanation.
but is there some possibility that you could come
to an arrangement where he could only have them
when they are not required at other schools?

Mr PEARCE: I sought to do that; but with the
greater interest in astronomy in Government
schools, there is a greater demand by Government
schools for the telescopes. The telescopes are inad-
equate to meet even the demand by the Govern-
menit schools. In those circumstances, it was not
possible to lock them up in that way with La Salle.

Honestly, the answer to La Salle is that if the
college is to build astronomy into its science
courses in a long-term way, it should outlay a bit
of money and buy telescopes for itself. That is
what some Government schools do. The member
for Murray-Wellington will recall that at the
Yarloop Primary School, which we visited on
Friday, a primary schoolteacher who wanted to do
astronomy with his children had built a telescope
and was using it in the classroom and not seeking
to borrow from the short Government supply. It is
not beyond the wit of a private school to take the
same approach.

As I say, the amount of money involved is min-
uscu le-

Mr Clarko. Do I take it you feel you cannot
reconsider the matter?

Mr PEARCE: I have considered the matter
three times already. If I reconsider it a fourth
time, I believe I would reach the same conclusion.

With regard to the Rockingham Technical Col-
lege, I have also been involved in the saga of the
EPLIY course. In fact, I sent the deputy director
general (Dr Warren Louden), who is also the
chairman of the PEP committee, to Rockingham

last Thursday or Friday to sort out a resolution of
the problem. I regret that the basis of the dispute
between the Rockinghamn Technical College and
the PEP committee lies in a dispute between the
retiring principal of the Rockingham Technical
College and some people in the Technical Edu-
cation Division of the Education Department.
That is not a satisfactory basis on which to work
out these matters; but I am hoping that we can
reach a solution in the near future.

Certainly the member for Rockingham has
made multitudinous approaches to me on this
issue. We will try to tackle the specific issue as
well as the whole problem. As I announced earlier
in question time, we are considering giving a much
greater level of autonomy to technical colleges in
communities such as Rockingham, and it is my
intention to see whether we can give Rockingham
a semi-autonomous relationship to the Technical
Education Division so that some decisions will be
made by the college under a management com-
mittee which has a majority of local community
people on it. The college could make such de-
cisions locally and be accountable to the com-
munity for those decisions, and the community
could live with the decisions made, or else take it
up with the college directly. So we are really ad-
dressing a big question as well as a small one.

The member for Albany made a plea on behalf
of the Better Hearing Association. I can only say
that a range of organisations have a kind of mixed
health-social welfare-education grouping. Many of
them make approaches to me for money for edu-
cationtally related or part educational needs. I
should direct the member to the Minister for
Budget Management, because such bodies most
effectively draw ther funding subsidies in direct
grants from the "Miscellaneous Services" list
under the care of the Minister for Budget Man-
agement. I do not have disposable funds for that
sort of group. Such requests come up during the
year; and I believe that would be a better avenue
to follow.

Mr Wart: I appreciate your explanation. The
difficulty is knowing who to ask for funds for
something like that where it is a one-off type of
thing.

Mr PEARCE: I agree with that problem. In
fact, it has been addressed by the community ser-
vices review which was undertaken by my col-
league, the Minister for Youth and Community
Services. The review suggests a way in which all
these bodies with a community service component
might be dealt with by one group uinder that Min-
ister's authority. If that recommendation is fol-
lowed, it will be a very useful and helpful ap-
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proach for all sorts of community groups such as
the Better Hearing Associaton.

The member for Dale raised a number of
specific issues in the Dale electorate. The special
music school status of the Armadale Senior High
School was proceeded with on the basis that we
would make it a special music school with a par-
ticular community emphasis. That is not the same
basis as Churchiands and Perth Modern Senior
High Schools; it was to have a community involve-
ment. Discussions were undertaken with the
Armadale Town Council.

Mr Rushton: They do not accept that commit-
ment as being honoured.

Mr PEARCE: The school has not raised that
aspect with me.

Within days of becoming the Minister, this pro-
posal was put to me and it seemed that in fact it
had a greater potential benefit for the Armadale
community. Certainly it was widely supported by
the people 1 spoke to.

The proposal has bogged down to some extent
because although money has been raised by the
Armadale Town Council for the community
component-in fact, I contributed to the appeal
myself-no instruments seem to have material-
ised. I gather the whole system has bogged down
somewhere. Nevertheless, I am prepared to look at
the proposal again to see whether we can speed it
up a bit.

With regard to the location of the Armadale
Primary School, two sites have been identified.
One is on the South Western Highway, and one is-
between the Albany Highway and Carradine
Road. There are problems with both sites. I
favour, as I think the member for Dale indicated
he does, the Carradine Road site; it has advan-
tages. However, I am being particularly scruipu-
lous in this regard, I say honestly to members,
because I have a 4 -year-old son who will go to
that school in 18 months' time. Carradine Road is
about 150 metres from my house and I will be
very careful indeed to avoid any suggestion that
the location of that school will be chosen because
it suits me.

Mr Clarko: You will avoid the problem by not
opening it.

Mr PEARCE: It has to be opened because the
Armadale shopping town will need to expand onto
the old school site and has to be relocated. The
majority of parents have voted for the Carradine
site in a survey quite recently. I am intending to
visit both sites with the director of planning on
Wednesday of next week early in the morning. I
extend to the member for Dale an invitation to
attend next Wednesday at about 9.30 a.m. We will

start from my office to visit the two sites. If the
member wishes to come he is very welcome. I hope
we can make the decision about that site within
the next few weeks. I would like it settled before
Christmas.

With regard to the Mundijong District High
School proposal, I have had the department moni-
toring numbers in that area. No decision has been
made. I accept the need for at least one high
school in that area although my view is that only
one will be viable. It is not accurate to say that the
Mudijong District High School proposal has been
ruled out. It has not been. I want to be sure about
predicted growth rates in that area because once a
decision is made to have a district high school at
Mundijonig that will pre-empt the possibility of a
high school at Byford for at least 15 years.

As I indicated by way of interjection I had given
agreement for the purchase of a new site for the
Oakford primary school. As far as I know that is
in train. I will check again on the exact position
and advise the member. It is the Kargotich land. It
is not the precise site that the PCA pointed out. It
is the site a little further along the road and a little
more elevated. It is on a sandy hill, and that is
important to Stop the area flooding because of the
very low lying and swampy nature of the land. My
understanding is that additional site was inspected
by the PCA at the time some of its members went
out with the director of planning, and they agreed
to it. In fact, plans are in hand for the transfer
early next year of the transportable buildings from
the old site to the new site, and some work that
will make the school viable on the new site. That
will not be a new school. It will basically be the old
school transferred, with perhaps some additional
transportables. The intention is to make some
more permanent arrangement in the near future.

With regard to the letter writing campaign by
students at the WA Institute of Technology about
the alleged closure of geology courses, the situ-
ation is that the Kalgoorlie School of Mines WA
has approached me and many others in order to
ensure the viability of mining related courses in
Kalgoorlie. The school has been particularly
perturbed because the metallurgy course had its
First year intake drop from 14 last year to one this
year. If that happens in other courses, the viability
of the School of Mines will be very much under
threat. The School of Mines, which is now a part
of WA IT, sees that part of its problem is compe-
tition on the Bentley campus. It has had dis-
cussions with the WAIT council and the director
in order to rationalist, in a non-competitive way,
the delivery of courses between those two insti-
tutions. I have not been party to those discussions,
nor to any since, because it is an autonomous body
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as everyone knows-and as they keep saying-so
what the precise state of discussion between them
is I do not know, It has obviously worried some
students in order to lead to this campaign. My
understanding is that any change would not be
done on the basis that those students would be
forcibly transferred from WAIT to the School of
Mines at Kalgoorlie, but that entry into courses at
WAIT might be restricted in order not to be com-
petitive with the School of Mines at WAlT.

I have also undertaken to do my best to ensure
that there are no competitive courses built up at
Murdoch which would have the effect of helping
to empty out the School of Mines at Kalgoorlie
because the Government's commitment to the
School of Mines is absolute.

The Deputy Leader of the Opposition raised the
question of the Focus publication issued by the
migrant education section of the Technical and
Further Education Division. I have not seen this
Focus issue, but I have to say that I thought the
member showed the sensitivity which the Oppo-
sition has on the land rights issue, and I hope that
after the effort in Mt. Lawley, despite all the
petitions and despite all the "vote for Labor is a
vote for land rights" campaigning, it finished in a
net swing to the Labor Government rather than
against it.

Mr Clarko: That is not what we have heard. We
were told that it was a 1.5 per cent swing to us on
a two-party preferred basis.

Mr PEARCE: I cannot imagine how that was
worked out because I was scrutineering on the
night. I counted the preferences down to the very
last one at the booth I was at, and so did every
other scrutineer, so we could work out the two-
party preferred vote to a very precise distribution.
We have the figures quite precisely from the last
election so we can make a very exact comparison,

Mr Clarko: Did you allow for the fact that
someone had held the seat for 20 years and that
person was a Premier? That is what happened
with Don Taylor.

Mr PEARCE: We lost votes in Cockburn
mainly because of unemployment. The point I am
making is that I think the member's estimation
that there are votes in land rights is a wrong
estimation and I hope that has been demonstrated
to him. Maybe he will get off the divisive cam-
paign on this issue.

Mr MacKinnon: That was not the point I
raised. I raised the point that there was no balance
in the argument.

Mr PEARCE: I am very insistent on balance as
everyone knows. I cannot see that two articles in
eight editions of Focus constitutes imbalance. I

have not seen the eight editions, but I shall make a
point of going through them, and if there is an
imbalance, it shall be corrected as it has been
corrected in regard to Wilson Tuckey. The mem-
ber also raised the point of the CEP programme.
The point at issue there was that in the early days
of the community employment programme a lot of
money was made available, much more than was
able to be spent because applications were slow in
coming in. I had the Education Department put
forward a number of proposals which would pro-
vide employment and job experience to many
young people. The way we did it was to provide
some hundreds of places on a 40-week basis that
gave additional clerical assistance to schools. That
clerical assistance was much needed. It was an
add-on. We did not change anything in the
schools. We added on all these hundreds of people
on the basis that they would be there for 40 weeks.
That has generated a demand for the continuance
of their services. I have been bombarded by letters
from PCAs and primary principals asking for the
continuation of the scheme. I have sought to see
whether it can be continued for another 40 weeks.
It is not true to say that what we are doing here is
seeking to employ a whole lot of extra public ser-
vants and trying to hide the fact. If the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition tries to campaign
against this additional clerical assistance to
schools he will earn himself many enemies.

Mr MacKinnon: I never said that.

Mr PEARCE: No-one is denying that they are
there. It would be silly to suggest that they are
permanent public servants because they are not. I
am trying to get another 40-weeks' increase, but it
is obviously not going to continue forever. We are
working on trying to get a more balanced arrange-
ment for the delivery of clerical assistants to
schools for which thc State will have to pick up the
bill. Times are tough and we have not always got
the money.

The member for Katanning-Roe raised the
question of computer housing at Katanning Senior
High School. The preferred option these days for
computers is to add a room onto the school library
if that is possible. I will look at that potential
solution for the Katanning Senior High School.
Obviously it will be dependent on the availability
of capital funds. I also noted his comments with
regard to hostels and the requirement in his area.
My understanding is that with the additions made
at Narrogin and the leasing o~f Kartenup we are
able to provide places for all students who seek
hostel accommodation in the forthcoming year.
The member did discuss at some length the cost of
hostels by way of making a slight plug for
Koobeelya in his own electorate, but one would
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have to say that when one reads the Beecham
report on hostels, a report which looked at the cost
of hostels to parents, the amount of $900 a term
looks pretty frightening. Beecham also tried to
make an estimate of what it would cost to keep
that same child at home, feeding and clothing the
child if the child lived at home and went to a
neighbouring school. He came to the conclusion
that taking all costs into account, there was not a
significant difference between keeping the child at
home or keeping it in a Government hostel. He
reached the conclusion that the cost [actor, that is
whether more people would come to hostels if the
costs were lower, probably was not a big factor in
people making choices about where to send their
children. He also made that judgment with regard
to private schools.

The member for Murray-Wellington raised the
question relating to our trip to his electorate last
Friday and I would make one note of apology with
regard to the question I answered earlier from the
member for Mitchell. On looking a t the Hansard
proof I see that I said I turned on the lunch for the
member at the agricultural high school. I am sure
the people wvho cooked that lunch and set it up for
me and the member will be rather amazed to see
that. I certainly did not intend to put it in that
way. When I read Hansard I found that reference
to be a little unfortunate. It was supposed to be a
barbeque, but it rained like mad and the poor old
school cooks had to do it. It was very good. In fact
it was the wind-up barbeque for the year 12
students at that school.

Thc Waroona Primary School will be replaced.
The difficulty has been-and I have checked it out
again-that acquiring the site has not been poss-
ible because the Waroona Council has spent some-
thing over a year of the two year negotiation
period rezoning the site.

It has not only had the effect of increasing its
value from $15 000 to $50 000, but also the price
now being asked in our view is excessive, but we
could not acquire the site during the 12 months
that the rezoning process was going on. The
Waroona Shire Council seems to carry some
heavy responsibility for the non-acquisition of the
site, and it was playing rather a strange game on
my visit to Waroona. When I agreed to go there
my office as a matter of course rang the Waroona
Shire Council and offered it an opportunity to
discuss any educational matter it wanted to raise
with me. The person to whom my office spoke in
the Waroona Shire Council virtually refused to
discuss anything with my office and sent me mess-
ages hack through the member for Murray-
Wellington and despite my office making an offer
to discuss these matters with me, the shire

indicated that it might approach me at the district
high school when I got there, though that was not
confirmed. In the end no-one turned up, probably
through political bias; I do not know. If a council
seriously wants to have an impact on decisions
made wvith regard to schools in its area, that is not
the way to go about it.

Mr Bradshaw: They wanted a firm commitment
out ofyou.

Mr PEARCE: I imagine the council had a
guilty conscience and it did not want to front up
and admit that it was responsible for holding
things up and also that the council managed to
bump up the price from $15 000 to $50 000, poss-
ibly to help one of its own people. It is just not
good enough for a council to have that kind of
approach. If the council wanted to see me, it could
have done so; it was not compulsory for it to do so.
The council certainly has not helped the case that
other people, including the member for Murray-
Wellington, are making for that school.

Mr Bradshaw: Do you believe that $50 000 is
excessive?

Mr PEARCE: It was 315 000 originally. That
was the price the Education Department put on it
in the first place. At the moment a valuation sec-
tion somewhere else in the Government is looking
at a reasonable price and we will pay whatever is
decided to be a reasonable price, but we will not be
ripped off by the council or anybody else. I
indicated my support for the literacy project at
Harvey and the commitment to find some ad-
ditional resources for the co-ordination of that
project. That matter is currently being worked on.
I have not had time this year to visit the Pinjarra
High School. Obviously, with Cabinet meeting on
Mondays and Parliament meeting on Tuesdays,
Wednesdays, and Thursdays, my ability to travel
to country areas is restricted to one day a week
and I have been using that one day a week almost
every Friday to travel to some country area or
other. Pinjarra is on my list to visit early in the
new year.

With regard to PLEDG-l probably answered
this question by way of interjection but I want to
make this point again because PLEIJO is
complaining bitterly nowv-their position is a lot
better than it was before I became Minister be-
cause when I became Minister its members were
not allowed in any school in the south-west. They
had been excluded from every school even though
some schools were still happy to have them come
to them. I organised for a set of guidelines to be
drawn up and distributed to overcome the kinds of
confrontations and difficulties there had been be-
tween PLEDO and teachers in certain schools.
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Those guidelines are still in force. They are due 10
be reviewed soon. PLEDG is allowed back into the
schools in the capacity of parent support. PLEDO
was never funded by the Education Department;
indeed, it did not receive a single dollar from that
department. PLEDO received some money from
the Minister for Community Services and some
funding from the Commonwealth. My under-
standing is that PLEDG still receives funding
from the Minister for Youth and Community Ser-
vices, but there may be a question mark about its
continuation.

Mr Wilson: It is Commonwealth money.

Mr PEARCE: So PLEDO has not lost any
money as a result of my becoming Minister, be-
cause we have not provided any funding. We al-
lowed them back into the schools in a parent sup-
port way and that is all,

Mr Clarko: Is it working?

Mr PEARCE: It seems to be working with re-
gard to parent support, but there have been a lot
of complaints and criticism of it.

Mr Clarko: That is the reason we did not do it
before, isn't it? People on the side made
judgments about PLED)G that, rightly or wrongly,
it was really trying to push its case a bit too far.

Mr PEARCE: I agree with that. I am not criti-
cal of the decision to exclude PLEDG from the
schools in the first place. When I went down there
and spoke to everybody in the schools, the diffi-
culty seemed to be that the expectations on both
sides of the equation were different, and that is
what caused the conflict.

Mr Bradshaw: Don't you think you should have
found that out before you made promises to them?

Mr PEARCE: I did not make promises to them.
The party platform has a general commitment to
integrate the programmes into existing ones.

Mr Clarko: Was not there a specific policy item
for it?

Mr PEARCE: I know Hon. Bob Hetherington
went down there. I should explain, for the benefit
of the member for Murray-Wellington and others,
that the Government has a general conference pol-
icy in the same way as the Opposition has. We
also have a policy that we present at election time
which we are waiting to implement during the
next three years. I drew up the policy for edu-
cation and it was presented by myself at a Press
conference on education. No election commitment
was made at all in regard to PLEDO. Two refer-
ences were made to PLEDO in the conference
policy decisions, but neither was ever indicated to
be implemented in the first year of a Labor
Government. I have spoken to Hon. Robert

Hetherington who did go down and speak to
people before the election. He assures me that
before the election he never promised them any
money whatsoever. After the elections he
promised them that we would consider any ap-
proach or request that they made. In fact, we did
operate in that way and allowed them back into
the schools by way of parent support.

Earlier this year PLEDG came to see me to seek
$500 000 to establish what was basically a kind of
integration system which 1, together with the Edu-
cation Department, was in the process of working
out for the Government. We put the money basi-
cally that PLEDG was asking for into providing
for all schools, or as many as we could, integrated
education support units and an integrated ap-
proach. That is the way these things have been
established. We are achieving integration and
parent groups are springing up and are working in
these areas. When Governments provide funds for
those groups, the groups invariably break up. That
is the case that we as parliamentarians often see.
Now this is being done in the mainstream edu-
cational facility of the school system and that is
where the money has gone.

The Government has received hundreds of very
supportive letters relating to. this area. I under-
stand Mr Wills is very keen to undertake this sort
of massive integration project. We are doing it
through the normal education system and Mr
Wills has to understand that the Education De-
partment-

Mr Clarko: I would just like to make a brief
comment on the whole question about putting
what I will call special children back into schools.
The tremendous services that the department's
schools provide-

Mr PEARCE: We are really working at the
forefront now of developments in the world in this
area so I cannot be absolute. For mentally re-
tarded children attending normal schools, the
schools will be provided with three teachers and
three aides to help with the education programme
in that school.

Mr Clarko: I understand that as we have in our
special schools you are now going to also bring
within the system children of a lesser capacity,
and that is important. You will increase the
number of children who will now be excluded.

Mr PEARCE: Basically the way it will work is
this: The children who will go into normal classes
are those with the least level of retardation and
who are currently in special classes, but additional
assistance will be provided.

Mr Clarko: Aren't you also going to bring the
children back from the special schools as well?
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Mr PEARCE: Places will be created in special
schools so some children will be promoted, if I can
use that word, from special schools to ordinary
schools. Special schools will cater for those chil-
dren who are currently not getting any education
at all, such as the severely retarded children. We
will provide a greater level of assistance for these
children, mostly through teachers and aides in
special schools,

This is a very complicated and difficult area. I
am not saying what we are doing is the best thing,
but it is very strongly supported by parents and we
believe it is worth a go.

Mr Clarko: The system we are adopting in re-
gard to special schools, I think, is an excellent way
of integrating retarded children into ordinary
schools where possible, but if you are going to go
further and take retarded children out of special
schools and put them into ordinary schools to a
point where you would affect those other children
they mix with, you will create tremendous head-
aches for teachers and the children themselves.

Mr PEARCE: Obviously, these problems will
have to be resolved as they arise. Perhaps the
member's pessimism is right and my optimism IS
wrong.

Mr Rushton: You didn't answer my question in
regard to the mining course at WAIT.

Mr PEARCE: I am sorry, the member for Dale,
I did answer it. I do not know if the member was
l isteni ng at the time.

Mr Rushton: I will read it in H-ansard.

Mr PEARCE: I will not repeat my comments to
the whole Chamber, because the hour is late. I
have covered the matter.

Time will tell with regard to the special classes
aind education support units. One of the edu-
cational justifications might be that one of the big
problems of children of moderate handicapped in-
tellect is language. It permeates every other aspect
of their study. By grouping together children with
a low language level, we do not use the peer group
to help build language performance; whereas if the
moderately retarded child is put with children
with language performances in the normal area,
he will be working at a level above himself and it
may help to lift him. That is one of the education
beliefs inherent in this and it certainly operates in
a range of other areas.

The benefits of integration in the social sense
are great -and because the education support unit
will also work to cover the remedial points, it
should be effective.

I will move quickly through the rest of the
queries. The member for Vasse thanked me about

a couple of schools in his electorate and I am
grateful for his thanks. With regard to agricul-
tural education I have established an advisory
council which is industry representative to advise
me on the future establishment of agricultural fa-
cilities, and that should address the problem raised
by the member.

The member for Nedlands raised the issue con-
cerning days free from teaching. There has only
been one so far in order that teachers in the
schools could concentrate on the Beazley pro-
posals. It is proposed to have another day free of
teaching between now and the end of the year. At
that point years 10, 11, and 12 will be out of the
schools and the only disruption will be to years B
and 9.

It is not proposed to establish the vacation bike-
ed courses because we do not have the money to
appoint a co-ordinator to organise them. If there is
a need, it should be able to be done within the
primary school system as it is currently.

The member for Moore raised a couple of minor
points all of which I have already covered. The
Carnamah District High School will receive a
substantial rebuilding programme in the capital
works programme. I am unaware of the situation
concerning the Quinns Rock Primary School and
if he needs to come to me about that matter he is
welcome to do so. The Government is monitoring
the student numbers at Jurien as closely as it can.
It does not have the numbers to establish a high
school in that area. I am sorry to hear that the
Wannamal school is to be closed, but I am pleased
that the parents are accepting the fact.

I thank members for their interest in the Edu-
cation portfolio and I assure them of the Govern-
ment's continued interest in this area.

Item 1: Salaries, Wages and Allowances-

Mr CLARKO: I would like to raise with the
Minister what really is a numbers busincss. I re-
ferred previously to the fact that under the section
which has the subheading, L"Pre-primary and Pri-
mary Education" it can be seen that 7 388 teach-
ing staff are involved. If the pre-primary area is
growing it could be that the actual primary situ-
anion has deteriorated further than the actual
overall 14. The Minister may not have the figures
with him and I understand it if he has not. Is the
Minister able to break that figure into two separ-
ate parts?

I notice that the number of teaching aides has
d rop ped by live. ItL is a con tentLi ous a rea.

Mr Barnett: If we have a cut in AIDS, wouldn't
it be good.
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Mr CLARKO: I could not make either a light-
hearted comment or a serious comment about the
subject of AIDS. It would be better if I did
neither. Ian Sinclair made a fairly pungent com-
ment about the subject and I would not try to
outmatch him.

If one looks at the clerical and ancillary staff it
will be noted that there is a decrease in number of
three,

In cleaning and wages staff there is a decrease
of 25. We have an easing off in numbers through-
out the pre-primary and primary education sec-
tion.

I can understand the Minister's saying that the
numbers have fallen for primary schools and it
could be that one accepts that point of view, but
the numbers should not necessarily have been cut
in the same way in terms of aides.

If one moves into the secondary education area
there is a much vaunted increase in secondary
teachers of 275 and in clerical and ancillary staff
there is an increase of 1 22. I ask the Minister
whether he is doing anything to improve the situ-
ation which began in 1982 and about which so
many people in the union complained. The Minis-
ter will remember the reduction in the various
ancillary staff; he was one who was critical of
those changes. Is the Minister working towards
changing the formula that applied in 1982?

Members will recall that over the years the for-
mula was not applied and when schools were in a
position where they did not have the entitlement to
a support staff member they were able to keep
them. In 1982 the formula was vigorously applied.
There was a lot of protest and the Minister was
part of it. Is the Government in a position where it
is beginning to improve that situation? When we
talk about teachers and DOTT time, this is one of
the areas where teachers in primary and secondary
schools are keen to see additional support staff.
Many of them face an untenable burden in terms
of the difficulty they have in doing the things for
which they do not have the spare time or free
periods. There will be many people who will say
that rather than give DOTT time-half a day a
week-teachers could be helped in other ways by
giving them support staff.

In cleaning and wages staff in the primary sec-
tion there is a fall of 25 on last year and in the
secondary section there is a fall of 79. Is the de-
partment changing its methods in regard to
cleaning? The Minister will remember that a few
years ago there was a proposed move to the private
sector and I ask the Minister whether the depart-
ment is taking steps in that direction. Is the de-
partment letting attrition take care of some of the

surpluses? If the Minister cannot answer these
questions I will understand and perhaps he will be
kind enough to drop me a memo-quicker than
last year-on that matter.

If we refer to the section dealing with Technical
and Further Education I notice that among
lecturers and instructors there is an increase of 69.
Is this because the amount of work they are doing
has increased, or is the Minister addressing the
question of lecturer-pupil ratio?

Again, in regard to cleaning and wages staff
there is also a fall of nine and I wonder whether
that is part of an overall plan or whether it is just
attrition?

Mr PEARCE: I think I can answer those
queries in general terms. With regard to primary
staffing-teachers, teachers' aides, cleaners and
gardeners-the situation is that the number of
primary school students in 1985 will be 3000
down on the number this year. In proportion that
3 000 requires a staff requirement of 120 fewer
primary schoolteachers than are required this year
if we do not alter the formula. We have not done
that, but have added 30 extra teachers, so there is
a net loss of 90 teachers who will not be engaged.
There will be natural wastage. The same is true of
teachers' aides because reduced student numbers
reduce the number of situations in which aides are
req ui red.

We are bringing gardeners and cleaners back to
the base formula for each school. We have not let
any more schools to contract cleaning, nor is it
intended to; but we are looking at appointing a
manager of the cleaning and gardening section
whose job will be to organise and streamline the
day cleaning of schools by moving from a two-

sitarrangement to a one-shift arrangement and
to try to maintain the same efficiency of operation
which tends to characterise the contract cleaning
arrangements. Instead of having one cleaner who
does all the different types of cleaning we will
have people who will clean in specific ways. For
example, one person will go through the whole
building with a carpet sweeper or vacuum cleaner
aiid another will go through and polish all the
doorknobs and so forth. it can lead to a greater
efficiency of operation, but to date there has been
no reduction. We are bringing people back to the
natural formula.

We are staffing according to the formula. In the
last two or three years there has been a slight
increase in the staffing ratio, not because the for-
mula has been applied differently, or applied in
the precise way it was applied in the Financial
crisis of 1981, but because schools are given staff
at the beginning of the year on the expectation of
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the numbers of students. Students in year 10 are
surveyed to see how many will go on to year 11.
Not only staffing but also timetables are based on
that. When the retention rate is higher than the
school expects, it is easier to have larger classes
rather than unscramble the whole timetable in
order to add an extra teacher or an extra class.

In the last three years schools have been
carrying larger numbers than expected. There is a
marginal increase in the overall staff/student ratio
which is demonstrated on the graph I gave to the
member today.

The additional places made available for techni-
cal lecturers are on the basis of extra facilities in
technical colleges which need to be staffed in areas
such as the new hospitality area. Some colleges
have sought extra staff to run extra courses. Some
have pre-apprenticeship courses. So the number of
staff increases is based on growth in the provision
of services.

The decrease in the number of blue collar areas
is based on the same way of reducing the surplus
in staff and bringing the staffing of institutions
back to the formula.

Item 2: Administrative Expenses-

Mr CLARKO: I notice here a significant fall of
$2.7 million. This is a very substantial figure in an
amount of $12 million-~-about 22 per cent. Has
the Minister at hand the reason for that signifi-
cant change?

Mr PEARCE: I cannot answer that directly,
except to say that the department has been incred-
ibly efficient. In fact it is a transfer of funds to
some other area of the budget. From memory, it is
connected with the transfer of costs for adminis-
trative expenses. We have brought in a new com-
puter in conjunction with Treasury, and some
items have been moved. I will find the exact detail
and advise the member later.

Item 3: Pay-roll Tax-

Mr CLARKO: It is nonsense to say there is a
cut in payroll tax. Nothing shows that more
clearly than in the case of education. Here is an
increase in expenditure from $23.1 million last
year to $25.9 million this year-an increase of
nearly $3 million. Anybody who tries to pretend
that is anything other than a very heavy slug is
fooling himself.

Mr PEARCE: Some 400 extra teachers are
involved, plus other staffing in head office and the
like. The increase in the payroll reflects the in-
crease in the staffing and the rate at which they
are paid. The rate of payroll tax has been
decreased; had it not been the difference would
have been much greater.

Mr Clarko: Rather than stand again, may I ask,
by way of interjection, about the inflation rate?
The value of the dollar is falling. Teachers'
salaries have gone up to $48 million in this
Budget.

Mr PEARCE: That is right, because there are
more teachers and they are being paid more, so
payroll tax is more. That does not disguise the fact
we have decreased the rate.

Mr Clarko: This has gone up 22 or 23 per cent,
but teachers' salaries have not gone up to the same
extent.

Mr PEARCE: We have increased the rate at
which teachers are paid. We are now paying them
for a full year at the increased rate. The average
age in the teaching profession is rising because
recruitment is lower than previously; teachers are
paid at higher and higher salary levels as they go
up the incremental scale. That is why the salaries
are greater, and the payroll tax is 4 / per cent of
the salaries levied.

While I am on my feet, I have discovered my
note dealing with item 2. The answer is that there
are increases and decreases. The major increases
of workers' compensation, $554 000, and comput-
ing services, $840 000, are more than matched by
the sum of $3.94 million which has been
transferred to the running costs of schools. That is
the total cost of the education supplies branch; and
the Heazley committee cost $11I1 000 in the last
Budget. That item has been deleted because there
is no cost for the Beazley committee in this
Budget.

Item 4: Grants to Private Schools-

Mr CLARKO: If the Committee thinks I am
going all through the education elements, that is
not true, but this is a fundamental group because
it is outside the area of salaries which cannot
really be contained. Once one has worked out the
number of teachers, wage rates and so on, and
established the fact that teachers get $48 million
extra in wages, that deals with item 1.

I would like to remind the Minister that he was
reported in The Sunday Times of 13 February
1983 as saying that private schools will get $27
million in his first Budget. HeI will notice they still
have not received $27 million, even though the
value of money has fallen.

I would urge the Minister, when he continues
his negotiations with the private schools, to keep in
mind that they have a real need for increasing
sums of money, and I ask him to keep in mind
what he threatened about a year ago about moving
from a per capita system to a system of needs.
Perhaps he could be succinct and give me a couple
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of lines on how he sees his Government's approach
to funding as a principle.

Mr PEARCE: First, I draw the attention of the
member to the fact that non-Government schools
are getting about $29 million in the budget.

Mr Clarko: I am aware of that, but that is on
another line.

Mr PEARCE: But the other line was never
there before. That is a change I have made. I have
separated grants to private schools into two sec-
tions-grants and subsidies. Previously the item
included both those components, so one can now
make a comparison.

The reason I did that was to ensure a different
basis of funding for schools to guarantee the
global amount would be increased, along with the
general increases in the education budget. If indi-
vidual grants to schools are not linked, we must
ensure the total is linked.

Last year the subsidy rose faster than the rest,
so that although the global amount grew by the
total increase allowed, the rate per capi .ta
decreased because of the increase in the subsidy
amount. I had to negotiate a per capita rate with
the non-Government sector.

We have broken it into two sections. It is our
intention to use the I12 categories which the Com-
monwealth Schools Commission uses for funding
non-Government schools, and the allocation of
non-Government schools to those categories will
be reached by negotiation with the non-Govern-
ment sector. Schools will not get less in their per
capita grants next year than the cash they received
this year. That means that the differential from
categories one to 12 cannot be more than five per
cent.

Mr Clarko: Do you propose in this financial
year to aim to move to a needs basis and away
from a per capita basis?

Mr PEARCE: Yes, I would hope we did it in
the first payment for the beginning of the 1985
school year, but because I have given a guarantee
that no school will get less in actual terms, the
maximum one could get for the first payment next
year would be an inflation amount of 2.5 per cent,
so at most there would be a five per cent differen-
tial between a category I school and a category 12
school; but I understand that is satisfactory to
most non-Government schools.

Item 5: Interest Subsidies to Private Schools-

Mr CLARKO: The Minister has said that he
has separated these two items and, from the point
of view of reading it in this manner, that is very
good. However, last year there were fears that the
Minister had in mind to allocate a maximum

amount for interest subsidies, and subsidies would
be contained within that amount.

Previously, when I was Minister for Education
and, as I understand it, earlier, that was not a
proposition. The opportunity was provided for the
Minister of the day to approve all subsidies as they
came in, without a ceiling being placed on the
amount.

I understand that in discussions last year it was
put to the representatives of the non-Government
schools that the Minister might introduce some
form of maximum. Does he claim to do that? Do
the representatives of non-Government schools
need to have any fears that this is around the
corner?,

Mr PEARCE: I had a very extensive discussion
with non-Government schools on all these funding
issues and we do not intend to do anything without
extensive consultation. If members look at the fig-
ures for interest subsidies, they will see the figure
which concerns the Government with this very
open-ended scheme. Last year we allocated $1.68
million to the interest subsidy scheme. We had to
pay out $1.842 million, because the increases were
greater. This year we have allocated $2.839
million, so effectively in one financial year the
amount of that scheme has almost doubled. One of
the reasons for this is that, with the increasing
level of grants to non-Government schools for re-
current expenditure, schools are nmore and more
able to turn their funding attention towards capi-
tal projects. If we continue to have a totally open-
ended scheme, the figure for interest subsidies will
rise to a very large amount in a short time.

Mr Clarko: Do you still regard it as being open-
ended?

Mr PEARCE: Yes. I made one change to the
system. When I first became Minister I was given
forms to sign approving interest subsidy payments.
Some looked a little excessive to me, but when I
examined the detail I discovered not only had the
funds been raised, but also that the building was
up. So people would organise their funds, put up
the building, and send me the form. I insisted that
at least the applications be made in advance of the
building project, so there would at least be the
possibility of not approving loans; but the scheme
has continued to be totally open-ended and I have
approved everything that has met the guidelines.

However, I have had discussions with represen-
tatives from non-Government schools about
putting a ceiling on the subsidy in any one year.
Although no decision has been made, the dis-
cussions have been on the basis that the interest
subsidies scheme works on the needs basis in re-
verse. It is the richest schools which can afford to
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borrow the most and hence get the most value out
of the scheme.

The poorest schools on average borrow less, so
they get the least value out of the scheme. Here we
have a scheme which gives more to the rich and
less to the poor, which is not a good system on
which to operate funding for non-Government
schools.

1 have sought discussions on a more equitable
system, but I have certainly not been successful in
reaching any agreement. I have told the non-
Government schools that I budgeted this year
on the basis that the scheme will stay open-ended,
but I would like to have discussions which produce
a fair arrangement for everybody so that the tax-
payers are not, in effect, queueing up to sign for
whatever charge any non-Government school
wants to make on the State.

Item It:- Running Costs of Schools-

Mr CLARKO: There is a very substantial dif-
ference between last year's expenditure, which was
$13.7 million, and the estimate for this year of
$19.4 million; that is a difference of
approximately $5.7 million, which is an increase
of over 40 per cent.

If members look at the breakdown, they will see
that, in pre-primary and primary, there is an in-
crease of the order of $2.8 million and in second-
ary, $2.6 million.

What are the running costs of schools as
measured here in terms of the prime items?
Would the Minister know why there are such
substantial increases?

Mr PEARCE: I have already indicated to the
member the basic reason for the increases. It re-
lates to item 2 and that the cost of the education
supplies branch has been transferred from
administration costs to running costs of schools.
That is the reason for the decrease there and most
of the increase here.

The main components in the running costs for
schools are to do with electricity and gas charges,
which are $7.432 million; telephone charges,
which are $1.242 million; and water charges,
which are $2.565 million; plus a whole range of
other lesser charges. However, the main change
has been in regard to the transfer of the cost of the
education supplies branch from the administration
section in item 2 to the running costs of schools in
item I I

Item 13: Remote Area Education-

Mr CLARKO: I have looked at the figures over
a few years in regard to distance education. In
198 1-82 actual expenditure was $404 000; in
1982-83 it was $591 000, an increase of $187 000

over the previous year: in 1983-84 it was
$679 000, an increase of $87 000; and this year,
1984-85, the estimate is $782 000, which is a
Further planned increase of $103 000.

The Minister appears to be continuing the ex-
pansion which was in operation when he came to
office. The Beazlcy report talked about the case
for the maintenance and expansion of distance
education. Could the Minister tell me briefly his
philosophy in regard to distance education, be-
cause some people within the department are a
little reluctant in terms of how much should be
allocated to that area, because they see it as a
drain on the general pool.

Mr PEARCE: I have been very supportive of
distance education in the WA Education Depart-
ment. It has an excellent reputation. It is a world
leader in the area. It is a credit to the previous
Government which helped set it up, and we have
been following the path of expanding that to im-
prove the service. As more people apply to under-
take the courses, we supply the materials, etc., and
the costs go up accordingly.

Item 20: Courses-

Mr CLARKO: I briefly raise the point I raised
in the general debate on education. I find that all
of the TA FE centres I visit cry poor. They all say
there is less money for this and that. Would the
Minister care to make a general comment on that?
Does he agree that the TAFE centres now are a
bit starved for funds, particularly in respect of
item 20 under the trade section where there has
been a drop of V143 000?

The Minister may or may not have the infor-
mation in respect of that matter. In regard to
"special industrial and other"-[ am not quite
sure what that is and perhaps the Minister could
tell me-there has been a rise of $660 000. Could
the Minister say why those figures have been
changed and could he indicate generally whether
he accepts that TAFE centres feel themselvcs to
be short of funds at present?

Mr PEARCE: The drop in "trades" represents
a decrease of 5.1 per cent. The reason is that trade
training courses are related to apprenticeships and
apprenticeships are declining at present, so the
need to provide courses is less-

I do not believe TAFE is under-funded. In fact
all inquiries have suggested the reverse and the
approach the Government is taking is to try to
rationalise expenditure on TAFE so that the cost
effectiveness there is greater and the division
operates more efficiently. I believe we are in the
process of achieving that.

Division 59 put and passed.
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Division 60: Board of Secondary Education,
$2 690 000-

Mr CLARKO: I ask the Minister to explain
briefly what effect the creation of the proposed
Secondary Education Authority has on the figures
included for this Division. I suspect that the allo-
cation here will flow on to the other body. Is that
correct?

I notice within this allocation that the expendi-
ture of last year was just over $I million while this
year the proposed expenditure is $2.69 million, an
increase of $1.6 million or 150 per cent. I suspect
the reason for the increase is that this is really to
be the financial base of the proposed Secondary
Education Authority. It seems that perhaps the
Minister is to have a much bigger authority with
more staff, and that is probably quite reasonable
compared with the other one.

Mr PEARCE: At the moment, the job done by
the proposed Secondary Education Authority is
done by the Board of Secondary Education for
years eight to 10 and for the Tertiary Institutions
Service Centre for years I I and 12, because the
State contributes under another section of the
Budget something in the order of $I million to the
operations of TISC to run the TAE exams. All the
TISC contribution has been taken in with the
Board of Secondary Education contribution and
out of miscellaneous services, and the amalga-
mation of those two will make for a bigger auth-
ority which will carry responsibility for both sets.
In addition, it will require extra moderating staff
for moderating years I I and 12 school assessment
and for extra curriculum work assessment and the
like. The amounts indicated there are not preci se
because I am still in the process of negotiating
with the interim authority precisely what its
starting levels will be.

Division 60 put and passed.
Division 61: Western Australian Post Secondary

Education Commission, $815 000; Division 62:
Academy of Performing Arts, $1 763 000; Division
63: Hedland College, $2 790 000; Division 64:
Kalgoorlie College, $3 033 000; and Division 65:
Karratha College, $2 711 000-put and passed.

Division 66: Rural Youth Movement Council,
$310 000-

Mr CLARKO: I notice here a fall of something
like $46 000 between the estimates fr last year
and the expenditure for last year. No doubt there
is a simple explanation. I would be very surprised
if the Minister had in mind restricting the activi-

ties of this council. The Opposition has a very keen
interest in this body and we supported it strongly
when in Government. It does a very worthwhile
job in the State and has done for a considerable
time. I am hopeful that rather than its activities
being cut back in any way, the Government will
encourage and enhance its work.

Mr PEARCE: There has been a slight reduction
in the Budget allocation, but that has simply been
to contain expenditure. The council is currently
operating with one less extension officer than
indicated here because I refused to give approval
to replace one of its officers, under the non-re-
placement policy. The operations of the council
are the subject of a report by the functional review
committee, a decision about which will be made
soon.

Division 66 put and passed.

Progress
Progress reported and leave given to sit again,

on motion by Mr Tonkin (Leader of the House).

BILLS (4): MESSAGES
Appropriations

Messages from the Governor received and read
recommending appropriations for the purposes of
the following Bills-

I . Housing Agreement (Commonwealth and
State) Bill.

2. Workers' Compensation and Assistance
Amendment Bill.

3. Metropolitan (Perth) Passenger Transport
Trust Amendment Bill.

4. Loan Bill.

BILLS (2): RETURNED
I . Dental Prosthetists Bill.

Bill returned from the Council with
amendments.

2. Industrial Arbitration Amendment Bill
(No. 2).

Bill returned from the Council without
amendment.

ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE: SPECIAL
MR TONKIN (Morley-Swan-Leader of the

House) [ 12.39 am.]: I move-
That the House at its rising adjourn until

10.45 am. today, Wednesday.
Question put and passed.
House adjourned at 12.40 am. (Wednesday).
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QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

TECHNOLOGY
Computers: WA Governmens

1734. Mr COURT, to the Minister for
Technology:

(1) Will the Western Australian Govern-
ment's large purchase of computer
equipment for four Government depart-
ments-I nformation Technology. Edu-
cation, Police and Health-be broken
into smaller packages?

(22) Will any Western Australian computer
manufacturers be able to supply any of
the equipment included in this tender?

Mr BRYCE replied:

(1) The Goveramnent's intent in calling ten-
ders for the purchase of mainframe com-
puting equipment for the Departments of
Computing and Information Tech-
nology, Education, Police and Health, is
to secure significant reductions in the
price of the equipment and to invite
tenderers to submit technology transfer
proposals benefiting both the local infor-
mation industry and the community as a
whole. The bulk nature of the initial pur-
chase and the three year term of the
contract, to cover subsequent upgrading
of equipment, is expected to maximise
these benefits.
It should, however, be noted that part
tenders will be considered for each of the
major categories of computer hardware
namely-

central processing units
direct access storage devices
magnetic tape subsystems
printers
Communications controllers

It is possible, therefore, that more than
one equipment supplier will secure
substantial business from the award of
the tender.

I would also refer, on this matter, to
general condition No. 5 of the standard
form of tender as issued by the State
Tender Board which states that-

.. The Board may in its absolute
discretion accept the whole or part
of any tender set out in any schedule
on the "line by line principle" or in
such manner as it chooses."

The admission of part tenders will ensure
that tendered submissions are not un-
necessarily restricted and will allow
flexibility in the evaluation of tenders.

(2) The equipment included in this tender is
exclusively large-scale mainframe equip-
ment which, at present, is not
manufactured in Western Australia or,
indeed, in Australia and, due to the high
cost of establishment, it is unlikely that a
local manufacturer would wish to estab-
lish a manufacturing operation capable
of producing such equipment.
However, Western Australian manufac-
turers are presently capable of producing
a range of small-scale devices which may
be attached to mainframe computers and
the introduction of the tendered equip-
ment is expected to increase demand for
such devices.
As the member is aware, the Govern-
ment is committed to encouraging the
establishment of new technology based
tndustries. The technology transfer pro-
posals expected to be submitted by
tenderers have the Potential to be instru-
mental in stimulating technology based
industries in Western Australia. Ad-
ditionally, the requirement for support
services, which will be necessary to en-
sure the effective installation and on-go-
ing operation of the equipment, is
expected to provide significant
opportunities to the local computing sup-
port industry.

DEFENCE
Navy: A ust(ra lian Su bma rineas

1735. Mr COURT, to the Minister for Defence
Liaison:
(1) As a result of Mr Schole§' recent visit to

Western Australia when he said it was
unlikely new submarines would be based
in Western Australia, has he protested to
the Prime Minister?

(2) If "Yes", in what form did this protest
take?

Mr BRYCE replied:

(1) and (2) The question of the location for
the basing of the RAN's new generation
of submarines was not raised by the De-
fence Minister during his recent visit to
Western Australia. The Western
Australian Government remains com-
mitted to endeavouring to secure the
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building and basing of the new submar-
ines at Cockburn Sound and has made
this clear to the Federal Government on
a number of occasions.
Media reports last week did report the
Defence Minister as saying that the fa-
cilities at Cockatoo Dockyard in NSW
for the present submarine fleet were
adequate and thus it was unlikely that
these submarines would be based in
Western Australia.
However this is likely to be true only for
the immediate future. The Federal
Government's in-principle decision to
construct a submarine escape training
facility at HMAS Stirling indicates that
Cockburn Sound is still viewed as a
likely base for submarines in the medium
term, as it would be logical for submar-
ine crews to be based near their training
facilities. The State Government is con-
tinuing to press the Federal Government
to make a commitment that at least
some of the present fleet will be shifted
to H MAS Stirling.

1779. Postponed.

SMALL BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT
CORPORATION

Annual Report

1781, Mr MacKlNNON, to the Deputy
Premier:
(1) When does he expect to table the annual

report of the Small Business Develop-
ment Corporation?

(2) If it is not anticipated that the report will
be tabled during the current session of
Parliament what are the reasons for the
report not being completed to allow this
to be done?

Mr BRYCE replied:

(1) I am advised by the Small Business De-
velopment Corporation that the annual
report is now in production. Every effort
is being made to have it available for
tabling this session of Parliament.

(2) Not applicable.

TOURISM

WA Tourism Commission
1796. Mr MacKINNON, to the Premier:

(1) What has been the result of discussions
held between the Western Australian

Tourism Commission and Qantas relat-
ing to new services and fare initiatives
for travel to and from Perth as referred
to by him in question 3291 of 9 May
1984?

(2) What has been the result of discussions
held between the Western Australian
Tourism Commission and Qantas relat-
ing to the commission's bid for direct
Japan-Perth Qantas flights?

(3) If in each case discussions or nego-
tiations are still in progress, when can we
expect some concrete result as a
consequence of these discussions?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:

(I) to (3) 1 am expecting an announcement
on a number of the issues discussed, be-
fore the end of the year.

STATE FINANCE: CRE

Services and Con tracts

1797. Mr MacKINNON, to the Deputy
Premier:

Will he detail for me the allocation of
$460 000 for Services and Contracts
under Division 19 of the Estimates for
the year ending 30 June 1985?

Mr BRYCE replied:

Services and Contracts 1984-85

Advertising
Con ferences-in ternational
Data processing fees
Printing
Professional services-

consultancies
Travel/ AccommodatIion

S
30000
30000
20 000
60000

300 000'
20000

$460 000

*The directorate has a small staff which
it supplements by using external techni-
cal and professional expertise as
required.

.STATE FINANCE: CRF

Department or Technology

1798. Mr MacKINNON, to the
Premier:

Deputy

(1) What additional assistance will be
provided to the Department of Tech-
nology Development (Division 19 of the
Estimates for the year ending 30 June
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1985) for the $66 000 estimated for this
item in 1984-85?

(2) How many people will be employed
under this item?

Mr BRYCE replied:

Additional Assistance 1984-85
$

(1) Temporary relief 28 000
Seconded staff 20 000
Graduate Assistant 18 000

(2) Four staff will be employed under this
item.

STATE FINANCE: CRF

Deputy Premier
1799. Mr MacKINNON, to the Deputy

Premier:
(1) What additional assistance will be

provided to the Deputy Premier
(Division 15 of the Estimates For the
year ending 30 June 1985) for the
$176 000 estimated for this item in
1984-85?

(2) How many people will in fact be
employed under this item?

(3) How many people were employed under
this item in 1983-84?

Mr BRYCE replied:

(I) Additional assistance for the parliamen-
tary offices as follows-
(a) Eight employed under Common-

wealth Training for Aboriginal
Programme-National Employment
Strategy for Aboriginals (NESA).

(b) Provision to relieve parliamentary
secretaries while on annual leave,
long service leave, and sick leave.

(2) (a) Eight employed under NESA.
(b) Relieve parliamentary secretaries as

required.
(3) (a)

(b)
Eight employed under NESA.
Relieve parliamentary secretaries as
was required.

STATE FINANCE: CRF

-Department of' Computing and Information
Technology

1800. Mr MacKINNON, to the Deputy
Premier:
(1) What additional assistance will be

provided to the Department of Comput-

irtg and Information Technology
(Division I8 of the Estimates for the
year ending 30 June 1985) for the
$203 000 estimated for this item in
1984-8 5?

(2) How many people will be employed
under this item?

(3) How many people were employed under
this item in 1983-84?

Mr BRYCE replied:

(1) The $203 000 estimated for additional
assistance in 1984-85 is for the Com-
munity Employment Programme scheme
in which C-IV clerks in the range of IS-
21-year-aids are to be employed.

(2) 25 people will he employed under this
item.

(3) 44 people were employed under this item
in 1983-84.

STATE FINANCE: CRF

Industrial Development

1803. Mr MacICINNON, to the Deputy
Premier:

(1) Will he provide me with a breakdown of
the $376 000 allocated for Services and
Contracts in Division 16-Industrial De-
velopment of the Estimates for the year
ended 30 June 1985?

(2) If not, why not?

Mr BRYCE replied:

(1) and (2) The Budget estimate for Div-
ision 16, Item 4, Services and Contracts
is $397 000, The breakdown of this fig-
ure is as follows-

Computing costs 135 000
Insurance

Misc. expenses
Motor vehicles
Photocopy expenses
Postage and freight
Premises costs
Printing
Professional and non-professional
services

3 000
S0 000
3 500

20 000
2 500
8 000
9 50

205 500

$397 000
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EDUCATION

Pupil- Teacher Ratio

1811. Mr CLARKO, to the Minister Car
Education:

Would he list the pupil/teacher ratios
for both the primary and secondary see-
tors for Government schools
year from 1973 to 1984?

Mr PEARCE replied:
Primary

29.6
20.0
24.9
24.5
24.3
23.2
22.3
21.8
22.1
21,7
21.0
2017

Year Pre. Primary

1973
1974
1975
1976
1977
1978
1979
1980
1981
1982
1983
1984

37.7
44.3
47.8
43.3
43.4
43.0
422
43.1
43.7
4218

for each

Specil Secondary

10.2
9.4
9.7
9.4
9.7
8.9
8.9
8.1
7.9
7.9
7.2
7.1

15.2
15.0
14.4
14.3
14.0
13.6
13.2
13.1
13.0
13.2
13.3
13.3

(1) Excludes teachers on long service leave,
extended sick leave and other leave with-
out pay.

(2) All ratios include part-time teachers as
full-time equivalents.

WATER RESOURCES

Clearing Bans

1812. Mr MENSAROS, to the Minister for
Water Resources:

(1) What is the number of presently out-
standing claims in the south-west based
on the clearing ban legislation?

(2) What is the aggregate amount of these
outstanding claims?

(3) During what period of time are these
outstanding claims anticipated to be paid
by the Government?

Mr TONKIN replied:

(1) 24 claims have been received and are at
various stages of processing.

(2) The sum of the amounts claimed is
$2310000, but on past experience the
final payments are likely to be less than
S$1.6 million in total.

(3) The majority of the claims are likely to
be settled within six months. The more
complex claims may take up to two years
to finalise.

1813. Postponed.

TOURISM

Bungle Bungle
1814. Mr MENSAROS, to the Minister for the

Environment:
(1) Was it factually reported that he has

repeatedly refused to have the tourism
industry represented on the working
party which prepared the report on the
future status and management of the
Bungle Bungle area?

(2) If so, would he please give reasons for
such refusals?

Mr DAVIES replied:

(I) Tourism interests, including those of the
tourism industry, were represented on
the working group by the WA Tourism
Commission.

(2) Not applicable.

ENVIRONMENT: EPA
Bungle Bungle

1815. Mr MENSAROS, to the Minister for the
Environment:
(1) How many submissions have been made

on the Environmental Protection Auth-
ority's management report on the Bungle
Bungle area so far?

(2) When does the time expire for public
submissions?

(3) Are there going to be any public hear-
ings on this subject?

Mr DAVIES replied:

(1) Three.

(2) The original expiry date for public sub-
missions was 30 November. It is now
planned to extend the public comment
period until Friday, 4 January 1985.

(3) Public hearings are not proposed at this
stage.

LAND: NATIONAL PARKS
Reserves: Joint Management

1816. Mr MENSAROS, to the Minister for the
Environment:

(1) Have there been any precedents where
areas being "A"-cl-ass reserves vested in
the National Parks Authority or its
predecessor have been jointly managed
by this authority and any other individ-
ual or body?
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(2) If so, which were these areas and who
were the managing participants?

(3) If not, what are the statutory provisions
for such joint management?

Mr DAVIES replied:

(1) No.
(2) Not applicable
(3) Section 9(a) of the National Parks Auth-

ority Act makes unspecified provisions
for joint mianagement of national parks.

LAND: NATIONAL PARKS
D'Entrecasieaux

1817. Mr MENSAROS, to the Minister for the
Environment:
(1) Is the recommendation of the interim

management strategy report for
D'Entrecasteaux National Park and the
Shannon Forest that squatting should be
stopped in this area based on existing
statutory provisions?

(2) If so, which ones?
(3) Does the implementation of this

recommendation require the enactment
of new statutory provisions?

Mr DAVIES replied:

(1)
(2)

Yes.
The report on the Shannon Forest and
D'Entrecasteaux National Park "A
Strategy for Management" has been re-
leased for a three month public comment
period. However, should the arrange-
ments set out in the "strategy" be
largely adopted, it is anticipated that a
specific management plan will be pre-
pared for the two areas. In this context,
it is inappropriate for squatters to be
accommodated in a national park, and
the National Parks Authorty Act or the
Land Act would be used to stop this ac-
tivity.

(3) No.

ENVIRONMENT
Bungle Bungle

1818. Mr MENSAROS, to the Minister for the
Environment:
(1) Was it factually reported that the

Warmun Aboriginal community has set,
amongst other things, as its conditions
for support of the proposed management
plan of the Bungle Bungle area, that

they shall gain economic benefit from
the development of the area?

(2) If so, what is the Government's policy
towards this condition?

Mr DAVIES replied:

(1) No.
(2) Not applicable.

FORESTS: STATE FOREST

Agricultural Release
1819. Mr MENSAROS. to the Minister for

Forests:
What are the respective cost benefits to
the community (such as numbers of em-
ployment and/or self employment,
profits earned by individual or accrued
as revenue to the Forests Department
etc.) from the usage for-
(a) forestry purposes as so far; or
(b) agricultural purposes.
of the 7 000 hectares of State forest and
Crown land reportedly proposed to be
released for agricultural purposes'?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:

Further study of the area referred to is
proposed to assess its optimum land use
whether for agriculture or forestry.

H EA LTH
Fly Breeding Control

1820. Mr MENSAROS, to the Minister for
Health:
(1) How much money has been earmarked

for the reported campaign to control fly
breeding?

(2) How much of this is borne by the State
Government and how much by local
authorities?

(3) What form is the advertising taking as
part of the campaign?

(4) Are there any other facets (than adver-
tisement) of the campaign and, if so,
what are they?

Mr HODGE replied:

(1) $39 943 (1984-85 campaign).
(2) Local authorities $34 643.

Health Department of
Australia $5 000.

Western

(3) Advertising components of the campaign
include-
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(a) television advertising on both Chan-
nels 7 and 9. Two x 30 second ad-
vertisements have been produced
which will be screened during
Novembher- December 1984 and
February-March 1985:

(b) newspaper advertising in the West
Advertiser which has a circulation
of 340 000. An initial impact style
of paid article appeared in 7
November edition. The next weekly
edition contained an information
package equivalent to a pamphlet
delivery.

(4) Other elements of the 1984-85 campaign
are as follows-
(a) launching and media conference

conducted at South Perth Civic
Centre on 5 November 1984;

(b) a Press release kit was produced for
local authorities to submit to their
local newspapers for further cover-
age:

(c) posters were produced and
distributed to local authorities:

(d) a limited evaluation is to be conduc-
ted at the conclusion of the camn-
pa ign:

(c) all local authority health surveyors
arc requested to support the camn-
paign by attending promptly to
inquiries or complaints relating to
the campaign.

HOUSING
Swan bourne Hospital Site

1821. Mr MENSAROS, to the Minister for
Housing:
(1) Is it planned for the State Housing Com-

mission to acquire land at the
Swanbourne Hospital site, part of which
is going to be subsidised for domestic
residential purposes?

(2) lf so, for what type of buildings?

Mr WILSON replied:

(1) No decision has been made by the State
Housing Commission to acquire land at
the Swanbourne Hospital site. The com-
mission's attitude as to whether to pur-
chase or not will be affected by various
factors.
For the member's information the State
Housing Commission has been requested

and has agreed to include two small land
holdings adjoining the Swanbourne site
in the overall development. In return the
commission will receive either cash or
developed land.

(2) Not applicable.

EDUCATION: TEXTBOOKS
Selection Criteria

1822. Mr COWAN, to the Minister for
Education:
(1) Who is responsible for determining

which books and other literature will be
accepted for study by students sitting for
tertiary admission examinations?

(2) (a) Is there some criteria or a set of
guidelines within which such books
must conform before they will be
accepted;

(b) if "Yes", what are they?
Mr PEARCE replied:

(1) Joint syllabus committees responsible to
the Tertiary Admissions Examination
Committee and the Board of Secondary
Education suggest lists of books from
which schools may choose.

(2) There are no formal criteria laid down as
guidelines for the selection of textbooks
and reference books. However, the joint
syllabus committees are composed of ex-
pecrienced secondary and tertiary
teachers who must agree that the books
nominated are relevant to the respective
courses of study and suitable for 16 and
1 7-year-old students.

EDUCATION
School Buildings

1823. Mr COWAN, to the Minister for
Education:
(1) In each of the last three years how

many-
(a) fires;
(b) reported acts of vandalism;
(c) reported acts of student violence,
have occurred?

(2) What is the estimated damage to prop-
erty caused by fire and vandalism in the
same period?

(3) How many persons have been charged
with offences relating to (1) (a), (b) or
(c) in each of the last three years?
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(4) What number of prosecutions resulting
from (3) were successful?

Mr PEARCE replied:

41) 1a) Fire
(b) 5'andnhsn,
(c) Student ej-

oVence
(d) Rreakirnj

and enir)
(2( Etimated cost

13) Persons
Apprehended

j4) Succesful tkos-
ecuinu

Esti mat ed cost arson in-
cluded in (21 abose.
other firm included in
( 2) a bove,

982 193 ID1 mths 1984
32 3 

4
12 arson) 47 (1 Flnrn

513 72) IO008
Unknown Unkno. n Unknown

990 787 91

$467000 $1 371 222 $1 264000O
approx apprss upprot

9Jew Security System Commaenced*
3 I5 213

Unknown Unknown Unknown

$42300 $D 936008

S600000 S100000

TRANSPORT: RAILWAYS
Train Order System

1824. Mr PETER JONES, to the Minister for
Transport:
(1) Adverting to the reply Liven t0 question

1459 on 31 October 1984, on which
country rail services is Westrail propos-
ing to introduce a "Train Order
System"?

(2) On what basis have these services been
selected for the introduction of this
system?

(3) In what way will the proposed system
improve train performance?

(4) By what sum is it estimated costs will be
reduced?

(5) How many jobs will be lost following
introduction of the system?

(6) What system of telephone or radio com-
munication is proposed?

(7) What testing has been undertaken to es-
tablish the suitability, effectiveness, and
safety of this communication system?

(8) What agreement or understanding has
been reached with the relevant unions
regarding the possible introduction of a
"Train Order System"?

(9) In view of the minimal use of this system
in other railway operations, why is such
a system proposed for Westrail?

(10) On whose recommendation was such a
system proposed?

Mr GRI LL replied:

(1) I understand it is proposed that train
orders will initially be used on the fol-
lowing sections-

Mu ndijong-Jarrahdaie
Mill endon- Moo ra
Toodyay West-Miling
Goomalling-M ukinbudin
Goomalling-Wongan Hills
Amery-Kalannie
Spring Hill-Narrogin
West Merredin-Wyalkatchem
West Merredin-Kondinin
West Merredin-Corrigin
Kambalda- Esperance
Narrogin-Albany
Na rrogin-Corrigin
Yilliminning- Kuhin
Wagin-Lake Grace
Picton- Lambert
Moora-Narngulu
Narngulu-Mullewa
Mullewa-Wongan Hills

(2) Where centralised traffic control signal-
ling (CTC) is not provided and the den-
sity of traffic is such that there is an
operating advantage in using the train
order system.

(3) Trains will not need to stop at the
termination of each block section in or-
der to change the section authority. This
will reduce train transit times, hence in-
provting service and reducing labour
costs, fuel costs and investment in loco-
motives and rolling stock.

(4) Initial estimate is $5 million per year.

(5)
(6)

Estimated 10.
Initially, the existing telephone and radio
network. Studies are in hand examining
the feasibility of expanding the radio
network for train order and other
operational purposes.

(7) The suitability and effectiveness of
existing telephone and radio systems is
already known. It should be noted, how-
ever, that the efficiency of communi-
cations determines the operational effec-
tiveness of train orders but does not de-
termine safety. Safety is inherent in the
train order system which, as far as com-
munication is concerned, is "fail safe".

(8) The relevant unions have been informed
of the proposals as far as they have been
developed to date.

(9) Train orders are proposed for Westrail
because of the advantages noted in
answers to questions (3) and (4). Train
order systems are well established in the
industry, being used, interalih,-
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(a) exclusively in non-centralised traffic
control areas of the USA and
Can ad a:

(b) by Australian National (for 35
years between Parkeston and Port
Pinec):

(c) by Queensland Railways,
Australian National in Tasmania,
Cliffs Robe River Iron Associates
and Goldsworthy Mining Associ-
ates:

(d) previous to installation of central-
ised traffic control, by Hamersley
Iron and Mt. Newman Mining.

(10) Westrail's chief traffic manager
recommends introduction of the train or-
der system following investigation and
endorsement by the rule book committee
and having regard to the significant
financial and operational advantages.

PLANNING

Indicative Planning Council

1825. Mr TRETHOWAN, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Planning:

(1) Who are the members of the Indicative
Planning Council?

(2) What organisations do they represent?
(3) Who appoints the members of the In-

dicative Planning Council?

(4) What staff are available to assist the
council?

(5) From what department are staff mem-
bers seconded?

M r PEA RC E repl ied:

(1) to (5) The Indicative Planning Council
for the housing industry is responsible to
Mr C. Hurford, Commonwealth Minis-
ter for Housing and Construction.

STATE FINANCE: GLF
MR PA

1826. Mr TRETHOWAN, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Planning:

(1) In the General Loan Fund Works Pro-
gramme Estimates for 1984-85 the
Metropolitan Region Planning Authority
has S$13 252 000 proposed for the pur-
chase of land; for what purposes is this
land being acquired?

(2) From what sources are the $2.8 million
loans proposed to be borrowed, and what
is the budgeted interest cost?

(3) What areas of land are proposed to be
sold to raise the $2.3 million in the Esti-
males, and how many building lots are
involved?

(4) (a) What areas of land are currently
held by the Metropolitan Region
Planning Authority:

(b) what is the total area in hectares;
and

(c) what was their total cost?

Mr PEARCE replied:

(1) to (4) The matters raised in the mem-
ber's question are being researched and
the Minister for Planning will forward a
detailed response shortly.

PLANNING
Majestic Hotel Sire

1827. Mr TRETHOWAN, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Planning:
(1) In answer to question 1721 he indicated

that the approval of the City of Melville
Town Planning Scheme No. 3 was de-
pendent upon an environmental report
on a marina proposed at Pt. Dundas by
the Bond Corporation; for how long has
he considered that the approval of the
Town Planning Scheme No. 3 should be
dependent on the approval of a project
not subject to the provisions of the
scheme?

(2) If the marina proposal is considered by
him to be an integral part of the develop-
ment approval for the Majestic site, why
was it not advertised as part of the public
submission period for the rezoning of the
Majestic site?

Mr PEARCE replied:

(1) Prior to finally considering the City of
Melville Town Planning Scheme No. 3, I
have sought additional technical infor-
mation on the marina proposed at Pt.
Dundlas. While the proposal is not di-
rectly subject to the provisions of the
scheme, advice is required to determine
the ramifications on adjacent zoned land
within the City of Melville.

(2) The marina proposal was not advertised
as part of the City of Melville Town
Planning Scheme No. 3 because it was

(137)
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not proposed until after the submission
period on the scheme had closed.

HEALTH: HOSPITALS
Bentley H4ospital

1828. Mr TRETHOWAN, to the Minister for
Health:
(1) How many obstetric beds have been in

use in the Bentley Hospital during-
(a) 1982;
(b) 1983;and
(c) up to I November 1984?

(2) How many births were recorded at
Bentley Hospital in-
(a) 1980;
(b) 198 1;-
(c) 1982;
(d) l983;and

(e) up to I November 1984?
(3) Where is the nearest Government hospi-

tal to Bentley with specialist obstetric
beds and how many such beds does it
have?

(4) How many-
(a) specialist obstetricians; and
(b) general practitioners,
handling obstetric cases worked at
Bentley Hospital during-
(a) 1983;and
(b) up to I November 1984?

(5) How many specialist obstetricians are
able to attend patients at Bentley since I
November 1984?

Mr HODGE replied:

(1) (a) 27;
(b) 27;
(c) 27.

(2) (a) 863;
(b) 882;
(c) 857;
(d) 932;
(e) 748.

(3) King Edward Memorial Hospital for
Women- 124 beds.

(4) (a) and (b)-
Special-

ists
18
13

1983
1.11.84

G.P.'s
26
27

(5) No changes have occurred to affect the
number of specialist obstetricians able to
attend patients at Bentley since 1
November to this date. Eleven specialist
obstetricians have attended patients at
Bentley during November, to date.

1829. Postponed

AGRICULTURE
Milling Plant

1830. Mr MacKiN NON, to the Premier;.
(1) Has he received a request from Ted and

Wendy Bride of Katanning requesting
Government assistance for their stock
feed and oat milling plant?

(2) If so, is the Government going to agree
with the request?

(3) If so, when will Mr and Mrs Bride be
advised of the Government's support for
their decentralised industry?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:

(1) A request For assistance was received by
me on 28 September 1984. The reply of
16 October reflected thc fact that since
the Brides' businesses were already in
the hands of the Trustee in Bankruptcy
and receivers-managers, dealings in con-
nection with those businesses would have
to be conducted through the receivers-
managers.

(2) and (3) Answered by (1).

WASTE DISPOSAL
Kalgoorlie

1831. Mr PETER JONES, to the Minister for
Water Resources:
(1) With regard to sewerage connections

within the Town of Kalgoorlie, is it fact
that the Public Works Department is
now intending to undertake sewerage in-
spections within the Town of Kalgoorlie?

(2) If "Yes" to (1), does this apply to all
industrial, commercial and domestic
connect ions?

(3) For what reason is the Public Works De-
partment now seeking to undertake in-
spections not previously undertaken?

Mr TON KIN replied:

(I) No.
(2) and (3) Not applicable.
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MINERALS: GOLD
Tax and Royalties

1832. Mr PETER JONES, to the Minister for
Minerals and Energy:

(1) Has he received any written or verbal
submissions from Members of Parlia-
ment expressing concern at the effect of
any tax or royally being placed on the
kold industry?

(2) If. "Yes' to (1), from whom were such
submissions received?

(3) Has he responded to any such sub-
missions?

(4) What was the substance of any such re-
sponse?

(5) Will he table any written response to
such submissions?

(6) I f 'No" to (5), why not?

Mr PARKER replied:

(1) and (2) There have been a number of
approaches from persons interested in
the gold mining industry.

(3) to (6) I do not make a practice of
revealing my discussions with people
who make submissions to me. The
Government's attitude on this matter
was clearly made in response to question
1313.

M INERALS: GOLD

Tax and Royalties

1833. Mr PETER JONES, to the Premier:

(1) Has he received any written or verbal
submissions from members of Parlia-
ment expressing concern at the effect of
any tax or royalty being placed on the
gold industry?

(2) If "Yes" to (1), from whom were such
submissions received?

(3) Has he responded to any such sub-
missions?

(4) What was the substance of any such re-
sponse?

(5) Will he table any written response to
such submissions?

(6) If "No" to (5), why not?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:

(I) and (2) There have been a number of
approaches from persons and goldfields

members of Parliament interested in the
gold mining industry.

(3) to (6) 1 do not make a practice of
revealing my discussions with people
who make submissions to me.

The Government's attitude on this mat-
ter was clearly made in response to ques-
tion 1313.

LEGISLATIVE REVIEW

Advisory Committee

1834. Mr MENSAROS, to the
representing the Attorney General:

Minister

Who are the members of the Legislative
Review Committee and what is their re-
spective date of retirement?

Mr GRILL replied:

Mr 1. G. M. Fiocco-l8/5/85

Professor E. J. Edwards-30/I 1/86

Mr P. M. Moyes-7/6/87

ELECTORAL DEPARTMENT

Chief Electorsal Officer

1835. Mr MENSAROS, to the Minister for
Parliamentary and Electoral Reform:

Has he taken any notice of the reported
expression of disapproval by 100 per cent
of the staff of the Electoral Department
to the outside appointment of the Chief
Electoral Officer by way of changing the
decision of the appointment?

Mr TONKIN replied:

When the staff of the State Electoral
Department, either individually or col-
lectively, express a point of view, of
course it will be noticed as it has been in
this instance. Whatever can be done to
assist the staff of the department and Dr.
Rumnley commence and further their
working relationships in a productive
and co-operative way will be done. I am
confident that the selection of Dr.
Rumley by the Public Service Board will
work out in the long run. The process of
adjustment necessary when a new person
commences an important job will occur
more sensibly if past problems are put
behind us.
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ELECTORAL DEPARTMENT
Chief Elect oral Officer

1836. Mr MENSAROS, to the Minister for
Parliamentary and Electoral Reform:
(1) What was the aggregate number of elec-

tors enrolled on the State rolls after the
recent close of the joint rolls for the
forthcoming Federal election?

(2) What was the same aggregate number at
the last statistically available day before
the Federal elections were announced?

M rTON K IN replied:

(1) 864437
(2) 846 584

NUCLEAR PROTESTS
Women's Action

1837. Mr MENSAROS, to the Minister for
Police and Emergency Services:

What preparatory and/ar preventative
actions if any have been taken to prevent
public inconvenience and possible graver
consequences in connection with the
foreshadowed protest action by a group
known as "Women's Action for Nuclear
Disarmament"?

Mr CARR replied:

The situation is constantly under review,
and the appropriate action will be taken
for any contingency that may arise.

ENVIRONMENT
System 6

1838. Mr MENSAROS, to the Minister for the
Environment:

Adverting to his reported request to his
Cabinet colleagues to bring all proposed
recommendations within their portfolios
which might infringe the System 6
recommendations to Cabinet for his de-
cision: How many decisions have so far
been made by the Government which
contravene the System 6
recommendations?

Mr DAVIES replied:

As the member is aware, on 19 March
1984 the State Cabinet accepted in
principle Part I of the System 6 report
and approved of the progressive im-
plementation. as far as possible, of the
detailed recommendations in Part I1 of
the report. In these terms, the following

decisions are examples that have
reflected this approach-

(a) Farrington Road project. The intent
of the System 6 recommendations
(M93.3) was protection of the
North Lake environment. This in-
tent can still be preserved whilst
providing a 7.4 metre single
carriageway as recommended by the
EPA.

(b) Proposed Reabold Hill amphi-
theatre. The intent of the System
6 recommendation encompassing
the area (M47) was for recreation
in a natural setting. The EPA did
not believe that conversion of the
old limestone quarry site to a ballet
amphitheatre complex was in keep-
ing with this intent. Accordingly, its
advice was that the complex should
not be constructed.

(c) Proposed boat ramp, Cape Peron.
The proposed site is within the area
subject of System 6 recommen-
dation MIOI . The EPA advised the
Rockingham Shire that it supported
the Department of Conservation
and Environment's contention that
the development would attract
pressure on the area (a proposed
marine reserve) and that a manage-
ment plan for the area should first
be prepared.

ROA DS

Marmion Avenue-West Coast Highway.

1839. Mr MENSAROS, to the Minister for the
Environment:

(1) Is the Metropolitan Region Planning
Authority proposed extension of
Marmion Avenue to link up with West
Coast Highway in accordance with the
recommendations of the System 6 re-
port which he has informed me was
wholly accepted in principle by the
Government?

(2) If not, what action is proposed to be
taken by the Government?

Mr DAVIES replied:

(1) The System 6 recommendation relative
to the subject land did not preclude the
proposed extension.

(2) Not applicable.
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EDUCATION
Tertiary Admissions

1840. Mr MENSAROS, to the Minister for
Education:

How many students passing the Tertiary
Admission Examinations were admitted
to tertiary institutions in 1984 and how
many are expected to be admitted in
1985?

Mr PEARCE replied:
8 116 students who sat for the 1983 TAE
were offered places in 1984. 7 062 ac-
cepted. It is expected that the tertiary
institutions will offer a similar number of
places for 198 5.

HEALTH

Rubbish Tips
1841. Mr MENSAROS, to the Minister for

Health:
In view of the reported recommendation
of the senior officer of the Department of
Fisheries and Wildlife to make rubbish
tips inaccessible to seagulls, thereby
preventing the spreading of diseases like
salmonella, would he please say what
measures, if any, his department has
taken'?

Mr HODGE replied:
All known legal methods of preventing
seagulls entering rubbish tips have been
tried without success.
Reduction of the spread of salmonella by
seagulls is done by-
(I) Better tip management with fre-

quent cover of tip face.
(2) Roofing of water tanks in the flight

path of seagulls.
(3) Gradual reduction of rubbish tips in

the metropolitan area.
(4) Frequent inspection and monitoring

of the tips.

SPORT AND RECREATION

Disa bled Persons
1842. Mr MENSAROS. to the Minister for

Sport and Recreation:
(1) Will the activities of the Riding School

for the Disabled Association of Western
Australia (Inc.) be consider~bly cur-
tailed if the announced sporting complex
is built in the Swanbourne-Mt.
Claremont area in the vicinity of
McGillivray Oval'?

(2) If so, has he offered an alternative site
for the association to continue its com-
mendable activities in the public
interest?

Mr WILSON replied:
(1) No.
(2) Not applicable.

SPORT AND RECREATION
Disa bled Persons

1843. Mr MENSAROS, to the Minister
Sport and Recreation:

for

(1) Has he received representation from the
Riding for the Disabled Association of
Western Australia (Inc.) expressing con-
cern about the possible disruption and
discontinuation of its activities and
asking him to include this association in
any negotiations pertaining to the
Swanbourne-Mt. Claremont site in re-
lation to which the yet unplanned and
unspecified building of the sports
complex has been announced?

(2) If so, what is he going to do to alleviate
the understandable and legitimate con-
cern and request of the association?

Mr WILSON replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) Indicate that the proposed sports centre

will be located on a site that is not used
by the Riding for the Disabled Associ-
ation.

QUESTIONS WITHlOUT NOTICE

PARLIAMENT WEEK
Survey

585. Mr HASSELL, to the Minister
Parliamentary and Electoral Reform:

for

I refer to the report by Australian Mar-
keting Services Pty. Ltd., a copy of
which he provided to me, about Parlia-
ment and Parliament Week, and I ask-
(1) Is it correct, as reported in The

West Australian, that the survey
was taken in the metropolitan area
only?

(2) If "Yes", why?
(3) If "Yes", why were no questions

asked in country areas in relation to
this matter?

(4) Were any other surveys conducted
or questions posed at the same time
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the survey was taken or as part of
the survey which are not disclosed
in the report or in the Minister's
answers?

Mr TON KIN replied:

(1) to (3) 1 guess the reason that the ques-
tions were not asked in the country was
the cost, but I will Find out if that was
the reason. This survey was a big im-
provement on any survey conducted by
the previous Government.

Mr Bertram: Did they have any at all?

Mr TONKIN: None at all.

While the Leader of the Opposition can
ask why it was only in the metropolitan
area, he should remember that at least
this is a step forward. The Opposition
continuously refused to co-operate in this
project. Of course, we have a very differ-
ent approach, and I sent the Leader of'
the Opposition a copy of this report.

(4) With respect to whether other questions
were asked in connection with the sur-
vey, or any were omitted, I am not aware
of that of my own knowledge, but I will
certainly make inquiries and advise the
Leader of the Opposition.

HEALTH: AIDS
Red Cross

586. Mrs WATKINS, to the Minister for
Health:

In view of the national effort to combat
AIDS and the consequent influx of
women to donate blood at Western
Australian Red Cross centres, has the
Government made any arrangements to
provide additional staff at donation
centres?

Mr HODGE replied:

Yes, I am pleased to advise the member
that today I authorised the additional
funding required for the Red Cross to
appoint temporary staff to deal with the
increased response from prospective
women donors. A minimum of $60 000
has been set aside initially to meet the
cost of additional staff.

An initial extra six staff will be
appointed immedately and if further
staff are required, further assistance will
be provided to the Red Cross to meet the
increased need. As well, Red Cross will

be counselling and educating donors
when they make contact.

An additional sum of S30 000 has been
made available to the Red Cross to en-
able it to write to its 70 000 regular do-
nors and alert them to the dangers of the
"at risk" groups donating blood.

PARLIAMENT
Video on Democracy

587. Mr MacKINNON, to the Minister for
Parliamentary and Electoral Reform:

(I) Is he aware that, in an answer to a ques-
tion I asked of the Premier last week in
relation to the production of a video on
democracy, the Premier indicated that
one was in production "for education
purposes"?

(2) Will he or his office have input in the
production of that video?

(3) Will officers of the Parliament be
consulted in the course of the production
of that video?

(4) Will the Parliament be consulted in the
course of the production of that video?

(5) To whom will it be shown "for education
purposes"?

Mr TONKIN replied:
(1) to (5) I suggest that the Deputy Leader

of the Opposition place the question on
the Notice Paper so that I can give him a
considered reply.

ALUM INIUM SMELTER
Collie

588. Mr BRADSHAW, to the Minister for
Minerals and Energy:

In view of the Prime Minister's
statement in Collie yesterday that con-
struction of an aluminium smelter will
start next year near Collie, I ask-

()Has a feasibility study been
completed?

(2)

(3)

If so, has it been made public?

If it has not been completed, how
could the Prime Minister have made
such a statement?

0(4) If the site
completed,
recommended
smelter?

decision has been
where is the

site for the proposed
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(5) Was the announcement by the
Prime Minister out of order, prema-
ture and immoral?

The SPEAKER: Order! Question (5) is out of
order.

Mr BRADSHAW: To continue-

(6) As the Prime Minister seems to
know where the smelter site is, why
has not that information been made
public?

(7) In view of the fact that the Minister
has been quoted as saying that the
Government was not going to make
the decision on the smelter
site-that would be done by the
joint venture-how could the Prime
Minister have made that statement
yesterday in Collie?

Mr PARKER replied:

I thank the member for short notice of
the question, the answer to which is as
follows-
(1) I understand that it has been

completed.

(2) No.

(3) Not applicable.

(4) This will be revealed when the
ERMP is made public, which will
be very shortly.

(5) This question was ruled, out of order
by the Speaker,

(6) As I said before, the smelter
will be made public when
ERMP has been delivered, and
is expected to be very soon.

I take this opportunity to indicate
two very important aspects of the
Prime Minister's announcement, as-
pects which are of critical import-
ance to the go-ahead for the project.

Mr Hassell: Important to his election pros-
pects.

Mr PARKER: The Leader of the Opposition
might want to be snide and carping
about *the Prime Minister's announce-
ment of intended projects prior to an
election, but no-one has a worse record
than the Leader of the Opposition of an-
nouncing projects just before an election.
Indeed, the Leader of the Opposition
raised the whole thing to an art form
when he was Minister for Employment
for those few weeks immediately prior to
the last State election. Not only did he
raise it to an art form but, as the
Minister for Employment, he also fast-
tracked the Cottesloc Hotel project for
approval, along with other projects put
forward for fast-track approval; of
course, the project did not go ahead be-
cause his party was defeated at the elec-
tion. Yet, when I was the appropriate
Minister, he refused to give his approval
to my giving the go-ahead to that very
project.
The important thing about the Prime
Minister's announcement is that we have
had very good co-operation in our deal-
ings with the Federal Government and in
getting a lot out of the Government in a
whole range of areas. As is generally
known, the level of Australian equity in
this project, is not as high as it is in other
projects, and there has been concern
about whether the project would get the
go-ahead. Members may recall that at
the time of a different State election, a
former Federal Government refused to
give Foreign Investment Review Board
approval for a particular project because
of the level of Australian content.
Most importantly, the Prime Minister
announced yesterday that the Common-
wealth, through the FIRS process, was
satisfied with the proposed level of
Australian equity and the efforts that
had been and are being made by the
project participants in increasing the
level of Australian equity and the overall
Australian control of the project. That
indication was very important and criti-
cal for the go-ahead for the project.

site
the

that

The Prime Minister's statement did
not in any sense talk about the site.
I was there when he made the
statement, and nothing in it related
to the proposed site. He talked
about the power station's being es-
tablished near Collie and about the
smelter's being established in the re-
gion and, obviously, that posi .tion
has been adopted by the Govern-
ment for some considerable time.

As I have said before, the decision
will be made by the joint venturers.
As the member himseif pointed out,
the j .oint venturers will make the de-
cision on the site selection, and that
decision will be revealed in due
course.
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Secondly, the Prime Minister indicated
that the project would proceed on the
basis that it would go ahead in 1985. He
has had that assurance, and so have 1.

Mr H-assell: He said in unequivocal terms
that it would go ahead.

Mr PARKER: And it will; there is no ques-
tion at all that it will be going ahead.
The site chosen will be revealed at the
appropriate time, when the ERMP IS
made public, and I expect that to be in
the very near future.
(7) I do not see any relationship or con-

flict between the two statements.

ELECTORAL: BY-ELECTIONS
Votes

589. Mr TROY, to the Premier:
(I) Has he seen reports of various claims

attributed to the Leader of the Oppo-
sition about the voting figures in last
Saturday's by-elections?

(2) Has any work been done on percentages
of the vote obtained in the by-elections?

(3) If so, what does this show?
Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:
(1) to (3) To give the Leader of the Oppo-

sition his due-and I am sure this will be
to the enlightenment of those who sit
with him-he has discovered a massive
electoral fraud. That is the only way it
can be described.
The Leader of the Opposition, previously
the leader of a party which held the Cen-
t ralI Province scat, said t hat( his party had
a swing of 14 per cent to it and still lost
the seat. It amounts to nothing more
than a massive electoral fraud for the
leader of a good upright party to be able
to go into an election holding a seat, have
a swing of 14 per cent to it, and lose the
scat. It really does warrant some sort of
Royal Commission-perhaps Mr
Costigan would be available. What it
does underline is either the naivety or the
ignorance of the Leader of the Oppo-
sition as to the true facts.

Mr Stephens: What is the difference between
true facts and facts?

Mr BRIAN BURKE: In the case of the
Leader of the Opposition, about 14 per
cent. The truth is that, at the recent by-
elections, in Central Province there was
a swing of 18.5 per cent against the Lib-

eral Party on a two-party preferred
basis; in Mt. Lawley I am most pleased
to report that there was a swing of about
0.4 per cent to the Labor Party; and in
Cockburn there was a swing of about 10
per cent against the Labor Party on a
two-party preferred basis. We are very
disappointed about the swing against our
party in Cockburn; nevertheless I am
sure we can lift our rating and return to
the 78 per cent popularity that was
reflected in the poll we enjoyed at the
last election. At the same time, it must
be of considerable chagrin to the Oppo-
sition that the Liberal Party now holds
onl y S5I. 5 per cent of the pr ima ry vote i n
Mt. Lawley, which was previously a Lib-
eral stronghold. It must be further of
great dismay to the Leader of the Oppo-
sition to have to settle down now to work
out how he can have a seat, receive the
benefit of a swing of 14 per cent, and still
lose the seat.

NUCLEAR PROTESTS
Rockingham

590. Mr COURT, to the Minister for Youth and
Community Services:

When will the Government finalise its
decision on a suitable camp site for the
peace protesters, the Womens' Action
for Nuclear Disarmament, who are ad-
vertising for participants for the protest
to be held between I and 15 December,
bearing in mind this is less than two
weeks away?

Mr WILSON replied:
It is not for the Government to decide on
a suitable camp for that purpose.

MrT MacKinnon: Are they going to consult
Robert Bropho?

H EA LTH

Blood TransFusions
59I. Mr OLD, to the Minister for Health:

Is it permissible for close relatives and
friends of a person who has to undergo
surgery and may require a blood trans-
fusion to stand by to donate blood if
required ?

Mr HODGE replied:

I thank the member for some notice of
this question. I am advised that except in
rare instances this would be quite am-
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practical. Blood for transfusion is chosen
from a large number of units as being
most suitable for a particular patient.
Blood must be available in sufficient
amounts at the right time. It is not poss-
ible to guarantee this on a family and
friends basis.

Mr Old: Haven't we got special circum-
stances now?

Mr HODGE: The member may be interested
to know that whole blood is very rarely
used these days.

Mr Old: I think a lot of people would prefer it
if they could have it.

Mr HODGE: I thought the member wanted
in formation.

Mr Old: I do. I want the right information.

Mr I-ODGE: I am reporting to the member
what the Director of the Red Cross
Blood Tra nsfusion Service telephoned
through a short time ago. I will not
bother trying to elaborate if the member
is not interested.

As well, the idea of "tied donations"~
breaches the principles of the Red Cross
blood donations which are that blood is
collected and processed into components
for use by as many patients as possible
and on a priority basis.

There are many clinical problems as
well, including the fact that the
collection, testing and processing of
blood is a time-consuming process which
can take up to 24 hours and thus would
not be su ita ble for emergencies.

if "tied" donations were kept in the
blood bank for specific use this would
reduce the amount of "uncommitted"!
blood which could be stored.

Specific donor blood may not be suf-
ficient if further complications arose,
say, after surgery and more units of
blood were required urgently.

Donors recruited from the family or
friends under pressure are less likely to
be able to give an accurate medical his-
tory. The blood collected in these cir-
cumstances may be the wrong group and
cannot be used in an emergency.

The Red Cross needs blood all the time
and reduction in the amount available
for all patients would mean a greater
danger to the public because of any
shortages than asa result of AIDS.

HOUSING: LOANS
Low-cost Home Loans

592. Mr BARNETT, to the Minister for
Housing:

Will the Minister outline details of the
Government's new release of funds for
low-cost home loans?

Mr W ILSON replied:
About 900 families in Western Australia
will receive low-cost home loans before
Christmas. The funds released on Friday
will provide low-interest home loans for
900 families and are part of the Govern-
ments Budget decision to increase hous-
ing funds.
Since the Government was elected the
home building industry has expanded
with many more new houses being built
than was predicted only two years ago.
That in itself is a significant example of
the confidence being shown in the pri-
vate sector about the policies which we
arc pursuing.
Now we are in a position to help many of
those people who would otherwise not be
able to take advantage of the improved
Situation. The new first mortgage
scheme is being offered to 300 applicants
for home purchase from the State Hous-
ing Commission. Offers were sent out
this week. The scheme will be extended
to another 600 applicants before
Christmas.
The new scheme offers interest rates of
between 6.5 and 11.5 per cent and is
geared to those people who otherwise
might not be able to buy a home. Under
the terms of the scheme property valued
up to about $40 000 in the metropolitan
area will be acceptable. People eligible
are those who have had a weekly income
of up to $319, and allowances will be
made for children. Repayments will be
no more than 25 per cent of the gross
weekly family income and a highlight of
the scheme is that if the income falls, the
repayments fall.
The deposit can be as low as five per cent
and the only condition is that the prop-
erty must be occupied by the owner.

EDUCATION: SCHOOL PRINCIPALS
Correspondence

593. Mr CLARKO, to the Minister for
Education:

The Minister indicated in this House re-
cently that he had directed certain school
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principals not to reply to a letter which
had been forwarded to them by the Fed-
eral member for O'Connor, Mr Wilson
Tuckey. I ask-

(1) Is this the first lime that the Minis-
ter has directed school principals
how they should deal with their cor-
respondentce?

(2) Is the Minister aware of any pre-
vious Minister for Education
directing school principals regard-
ing their correspondence?

(3) (a) Is the Minister aware that
many principals have answered
Mr Tuckey's letter;

(b) does he intend to take any ac-
tion against those who did re-
ply?

Mr PEARCE replied:

(1) to (3) 1 have a strong concern to keep
politics out of schools in this State. I do
not want schools to be used for political
purposes; no member of this House, or
indeed this State, could say that I have
not been perfectly bipartisan in framing
that policy. I have at various times writ-
ten on this subject to the Federal mem-
ber for O'Connor, Mr Tuckey, the Fed-
eral Minister for Education, Senator
Susan Ryan, the Federal member for
Tangney, Mr Gear, and the member for
North Metropolitan Province, Mr Wells.
I have contacted members from each
side of the House asking them to desist
from activities in schools 'about which
complaints had been made. I would be
happy if the member for Karrinyup
would adhere to that policy in his own
activities. It would give a much greater
feeling of satisfaction to Western
Australian people.
It would help members to know that on
both sides or this Parliament a strong
commitment was made to the principle
that schools should not be used for party
political purposes. I have written to Mr
Tuckey informing him of my dissatis-
faction with his action on that occasion.

Mr Clarko: Would you answer my question,
though?

The SPEAKER: Order! In my remarks to
members this afternoon I enideavoured to
point out that some interjections did not
really add to the debate. Some interjec-
tions that I have heard in the last few

minutes fall within that category. Mem-
bers know that under the Standing Or-
ders the Minister is entitled to answer
the question posed to him as he sees fit.
It is not necessary therefore for members
to keep interjecting on a Minister when
he is answering a question.

Mr PEARCE: To answer the specific points
Of the question, I am unaware if my
predecessors in this position have taken
the same thorough-going attitude to
keeping party politics out of schools as I
have. so I am unaware of previous direc-
tions of this kind. Obviously some
principals received that direction after
they had already responded to the letter,
and I am not going to seek to take action
against principals under those circum-
stances.
The point that I make with regard to this
whole matter is that I am not of the view
that schools should be used for party pol-
itical purposes and I am very disap-
pointed indeed that the member for
Karrinyup, who originally got into this
business in this Parliament by in fact
seeking an assurance that I would keep
party politics out of schools, has now
firmly indicated where he stands.

EDUCATION: HIGH SCHOOL
Harvey

594. Mr D. L. SMITH, to the Minister for
Education:
(1) Did the Minister see the television news

report by the Golden West Network last
Friday in which the member for Murray-
Wellington claimed that during the Min-
ister's visit to Harvey last Friday the
memnber had discussions with the Minis-
tcr about the proposed construction of
the Australind high school and that the
Minister had indicated that the school
would not be built'?

(2) Was this report accurate!
Mr PEARCE replied:
(1) and (2) 1 thank the member for some

notice of the question. I did in fact see
the news report when I was in Harvey on
Friday and I was absolutely astounded
because although I had allowed the
mcember for Murray-Wellington to travel
around on my coat-tails during the
course of my visit to Waroona and
Harvey-

A member: It is his electorate.

4362



[Tuesday, 20 November 1984]136

Several members interjected.

Mr PEARCE: Ministers for Education have
come into my electorate previously and
not deemed it necessary to invite me,
and I did not invite the member for
Murray-Welington; but I allowed him
to travel around and visit the schools
with me. Then on television I saw a quite
untrue report that the member had dis-
cussed with me the building of a high
school at Australind.

I did not discuss the building of a high
school with the member.

In fact, he snuck out to do the interview
at the Golden West Network during the
course of a lunch which I kindly turned
on at the agricultural high school.

But it gets worse. In seeking foolishly to
achieve a dishonest political advantage,
the member has made himself look fool-
ish. I did discuss the question of the
building of a high school at Australind
with the Harvey Shire President during
the course of a function which the Shire
of Harvey put on. I told the president
that the Government was giving close
consideration to the building of a high
school at Australind, to cope with the
general population buildup in the
Bunbury area. I talked about a time gap
of only two years.

Mr Clarko: It has been a long time.

Mr PEARCE: Maybe it has, but nothing has
been done about it and that was how the
whole business of education was
managed before I became Minister. A
lot of things were considered, but very
little was done. Now things are getting
done.

The member for Murray-Wellington has
made himself look very silly in this re-
gard. The Government is looking at
building a high school at Australind, and
I have discussed the matter with the
President of the Shire of Harvey.

HEALTH. AI DS
Screening Equipment

595, Mr CRANE, to the Minister for Health:

I gave the Minister some notice of this
question, and he has answered a great
deal of it in his statement. However, I
would like a couple of points clarified. In
view of the concern of the public as a

result of the contaminated blood from
people suffering from AIDS, I ask-

()What screening equipment will be
located in Western Australia?

(2) When will it be here?

(3) What measures are to be taken to
check the origins of existing blood
stocks and blood products?

Mr HODGE replied:

(1) The Red Cross Blood Transfusion Ser-
vice has advised that a laboratory has
been staffed and soon will be equipped
with the automated ELIZA machine
which, by detection of the antibodies to
the AIDS virus, indicates whether the
donor is infected. This machine will be
located in the blood transfusion centre in
Wellington Street and will be capable of
handling all blood samples for Western
Australia.

(2) The machine will be installed in the near
future. However, it will not be
operatonal until the test kits used by the
machine arrive from the United States.
These test kits contain chemicals needed
to make the detecting system work.

(3) 1 have been advised by the transfusion
service that retrospective checking of all
blood donated from the beginning of
October will be undertaken once the
ELIZA machine is fully operational.

WORKS: PWD
R corganisa tion

596. Mr BERTRAM, to the Premier:

(1) Has the Premier seen a report in today's
The West Australian from a spokesman
for the Council of Action Group stating
(hat a meeting will be held within two
weeks to discuss bans on Government
projects?

(2) Is he aware that the spokesman stated
that this would be in protest at the
"Government's attempts to dismantle
the Public Service, and that such action
could include a legal challenge to the
Government's right to make wholesale
changes to the Public Works Depart-
ment'?

(3) Will he outline the Government's plans
for the architectural division of the Pub-
lic Works Department and why it was
necessary to make changes?
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Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:

(1) to (3) Yes, the Public Works Depart-
ment's architectural division has been
replaced by the Building Management
Authority. No staff from the Building
Management Authority will be
retrenched. A redeployment package will
be ready within two weeks.

Members should realise that the size of
the total works programme of the archi-
tectural division had not kept pace with
inflation and was in real terms at a level
below that of the early 1970s. On the
other hand, the number of professional
staff employed had more than doubled.
For the year ending 30 June 1970, the
annual expenditure was $39.7 million
with professional staff numbers of 184.

Mr Peter Jones: Does that include the works
that are being done for other depart-
ments such as Education, where their
capita! works are in their budgets?

Mr BRI AN BURKE: I understand it is a
comparison of like with like. I cannot
answer that specific question except to
say that the next figure I will give is for
the same quality or ambit of work, so it
is like with like. To repeat: $39.7 million
with professional staff numbers of 184.
For the year ending 30 June 1984, the
annual expenditure was $35.7 million
with professional staff numbers of 385.
Figures are based on constant values.

It is obvious from the figures that the
Government could not alluw this situ-
ation to continue. The Government will
not resile from its commitment to end
Government inefficiencies and would
seek the support of the Opposition for its
plans to effectively manage the Govern-
ment's building works programme, pro-
curement of Government buildings, the
maintenance of Government buildings
and the provision of advice to Govern-
ment in matters related to the building
industry. The Government has no plans
in dismantle the Public Service as al-
leged by the spokesman for the Council
of Action group and bans on Govern-
ment projects will achieve nothing.

TOURISM: BUNGLE BUNGLE
Public Submissions

597, Mr MacK INNON, to the Minister for the
Environment:

I refer the Minister to question 1815
today relating to the decision on the re-
port relating to Bungle Bungle, and the
time extension granted for public sub-
missions, and ask-
(1) When was that decision made to ex-

tend the time in which public sub-
missions would be allowed,

(2) Why was that decision made?
(3) How will those interested in making

the submissions on the environmen-
tal report be notified of the exten-
sion?

Mr DAVIES replied:

(1) to (3) 1 think that it became necessary
because of the lack of items coming for-
ward, and also because the department
was snowed under and it would not have
been able to give them consideration be-
fore then. I do not know when the de-
cision was made, but a public announce-
ment will be forthcoming shortly.
I think the period now may be extended
a little further, because I think that it is
now 4 January, and that is not a con-
venient time. We might be able to make
it even a little bit longer.
We like to give people as long as possible
so that all interested parties are able to
take advantage of thc opportunity to
commcnt on the report.

PRISONS: CANNING VALE
Escapees

598, Mr BURKETT, to the Premier:
What action has the Government taken
as a result of last weekend's escapes from
Canning Vale?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:
The Minister for Prisons has ordered ur-
gent changes to Canning Vale Prison
procedures to prevent a repeat of last
weckend's escape of six men. A prelimi-
nary departmental report on the week-
end escapes from Canning Vale Prison
indicated a number of deficiencies in the
internal management system of the
prison.

Immediate steps have been taken to
tighten procedures and a committee has
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been established to conduct a Cull-scale
investigation. The committee is headed
by the Deputy Director, Custodial Ser-
vices, and will include representatives of
the Prison Officers' Union.
The Minister, Mr Berinson, has also
ordered a review of the assessment and
security rating system relating to the
management of prisoners.
Action has already been taken to discon-
tinue the system of roving patrols.

Mr Rushton: You are referring to balls and
chains in preference to guns and lowers.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: No-one is suggesting
balls and chains here. Is that what the
member is suggesting?

Mr Rushton interjected.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: I am just outlining
some of the things we are doing. Action
has already been taken to discontinue the
system of roving patrols which had al-
lowed the escapees to be free of observa-
tion for more than an hour before the
breakout. I think that is one substantial
step. Would not the member agree?

Mr Rushton interjected.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: The member would niot
think that discontinuing roving patrols is
worthwhile?

Mr Rushton interjected.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: Good! That is one of
the things we have done. Continued ob-
servation has already replaced the roving
patrols.
Other measures include limitations on
the use of certain sections of the prison
and a review of the deployment of prison
officers.
Instructions have also been given to clear
the prison yard of any material capable
of improper use in any way.
The weekend escapes were made possible
by the use of a shadehouse as a ladder.
The superintendent's report acknowvl-
edges that all staff in the prison were
aware of the existence of the shadehouse.
But there was an apparent assumption it
could not be moved because of its size
and weight of almost half a tonne.

Mr Clarko: The only way is to have armed
guards at the top of the tower.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: Does the member
think that caused it? That caused it or
that failed to prevent it?

Mr Clarko: Failed to prevent it.
Mr BRIAN BURKE: That is different. The

weekend escapes were made possible by
the use of a shadehouse as a ladder.

Several members interjected.
The SPEAKER: Ignore the interjections.
Mr BRIAN BURKE: Thank you, Mr

Speaker, I am doing my best. I attribute
normal intelligence to those who inter-
ject and therein lies my folly.

The superintendent's report acknowl-
edges that all staff in the prison were
aware of the existence of the shadehouse,
but there was an apparent assumption
that it could not be moved because of its
size and weight, which was almost half a
tonne. This error of judgment arose from
a failure to consider the possibility of an
attempted mass escape.

FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS: R & I BANK
Land Bank Scheme

599. Mr STEPHENS, to the Premier:

(1) Has the Government initiated a feasi-
bility study into the establishment of a
land bank scheme through the Rural and
Industries Bank to assist young farmners
to get established?

(2) If "Yes", what progress has been made
and when is it likely to be completed?

(3) If "No", when will the study be
initiated?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:
(I) to (3) With due respect to the swelling

ranks of the National Party in this Par-
lianment I do not appear to have any no-
tice of that question.

Mr Stephens: That is correct, I asked the
question without notice.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: In that case, if the
member puts the question on the Notice
Paper he will get an answer.

BUSINESS: TENANTS
Leases

600. Mr GORDON HILL. to the Deputy
Premier:

What plans has the Government to intro-
duce legislation dealing specifically with
lease arrangements for small business
tenants in shopping centres?!
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Mr BRYCE replied:
Even though a member in another place
has made a comment about this matter,
it was not sufficiently established in the
minds of members opposite to allay the
rears of those in the office of the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition since they
telephoned my office today to seek con-
firmation. I thought members opposite
might appreciate the courtesy of know-
ing officially that the legislation is
complex and it is virtually finished.
Some small pieces of fine tuning remain
to be completed. Given the limited
amount of time that remains in this
session it would not be feasible to expect
it would get through both Houses of the
Parliament.

An Opposition member: Can we get a copy of
the document?

Mr BRYCE: Yes, as soon as the final draft
has been approved by Cabinet. It is not a
secret document and we will provide a
copy for members opposite.

HEALTH: AIDS
Screening Equipment

601. Mr WATT, to the Minister for Health:
I apologise that no notice has been given
of this question, but it follows on the vein
of the question asked by the member for
Moore.
(1) When blood is donated at regional

Red Cross Blood Transfusion Ser-
vice centres, is that blood sometimes
used locally as required for eierg-
envies with surplus donations being
forwarded to Perth?

(2) If so, when screening equipment and
techniques are installed with the as-
sistance of the Commonwealth,
what facilities would be provided at
regional centres?

(3) If screening equipment is not to be
installed in country centres, will
procedures be modified to ensure
that all donations of blood are sent
to a centre where it can be certified
as free of infection and then
returned to the region for use?

Mr HODGE replied:
(1) to (3) I will attempt, to answer the qucs-

iion as well as I can off-the-cuff, but I
feel that in order to ensure an accurate
answer it would bc bettcr if the member
put the question on notice so I can seek

the advice of the director of the Red
Cross Blood Transfusion Service.
To the best of my knowledge all blood
collected at regional centres is processed
in Perth. As far as I am aware no blood
collected is used locally. It is sent to
Perth and processed and then sent back
to regional country centres in the form
and volume that is usually required as
indicated by experience.

Most major regional hospitals have a
special refrigerated blood bank with suf-
ficient stocks of the various components
of blood products. I was attempting to
explain in a previous question that these
days whole blood is rarely used. Blood is
broken up into about 90 different blood
products and when people require trans-
fusions they are given those elements of
the blood product they require.

Mr Watt: The question was aimed at emerg-
encies.

Mr HODGE: The blood banks in the regional
hospitals have sufficient amounts of
blood on hand to cater for the usual type
of emergency which, over the years, ex-
perience has taught them to hold. When
the machine is operating in the blood
transfusion centre it will screen blood for
the entire State.

EDUCATION: TAFE
Appointment of Principals

602. Mr PETER JONES, to the Minister for
Education:
(I) Is there a delay this year in making ap-

pointments of new principals to some
technical colleges for 1985?

(2) If so, for what reason have appointments
been delayed?

Mr PEARCE replied:
(1) and (2) I cannot be specific as to

whether there. is a delay because I am
not certain what the time scale has been
in the past. I am not directly involved in
the process of appointing principals.

Firstly, I am aware that the current pro-
cess is at the point where the applicatons
are in, but no recomnmenda tions for ap-
pointment have been made.

Mr Watt: Applications are going to be called
again for Albany.

Mr PEARCE: The member for Albany is
wrong. I say that in a smart technical
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way because applications will not be
recalled for the position of principal of
the Albany Technical College or for any
other technical college. I guess it is no
secret-perhaps it is-but it is the inten-
lion of the Government to consider the
arrangements that operate with regard
to the management of technical colleges
and I am currently having discussions
with the Teachers' Union and others
with regard to a proposal which would
see a considerable degree of autonomy
given to all the technical colleges in the
country areas, specifically the Albany
Technical College, the Geraldton Tech-
nical College, and the Bunbury Techni-
cal College.

Mr Clarko: Are you writing letters to them
about how they handle their correspon-
dence?

Mr PEARCE: The member for Karrinyup
should understand that the Minister for
Education has an overriding responsi-
bility for the education system and any-
one involved in it is subject to that
overriding responsibility, and that is
that.
With reference to the matter we are
discussing, I am also looking at the pro-
posal for the same level of autonomy to
be given to those technical colleges
which are currently without a principal,

through retirement, in the metropolitan
area. Discussions in respect of that mat-
ter are almost complete and I expect to
be able to make an announcement in the
next few days.

HEALTH: HOSPITAL
Carnarvon: Sessional Appointments

603. Mr LAURANCE, to the Minister for
Health:

(1) Does he still intend to pursue the ar-
rangement whereby sessional appoint-
ments will be introduced to the
Carnarvon Regional Hospital?

(2) If so, why is he proceeding in this way
when he gave me an answer in this Par-
liament that he did not intend to intro-
duce this system of appointments in any
of the north-west hospitals?

Mr HODGE replied:

(1) and (2) 1 have already answered this
question by the member for Gascoyne.

Yes, I do intend to see that the two pri-
vate general practitioners in Carnarvon,
if they wish to work in the Carnarvon
Regional Hospital, are offered appoint-
ments with remuneration on a salary or a
sessional basis. My answer is not in any
conflict wvith previous answers I have
given the member.
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